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INTRODUCTION
CHAMPU LITERATURE

Champu is a harmonious blend of prose and
poetry. It catches the attention of the poetic
connoisseurs with its nicely balanced words, lucid
style and lofty imagination. Dandin in his wreames
states

TIUIHAT HIa T ReAtHead (Freamest: 1-31)

Haridasa Bhattacharya advocates the following
explanation of the word T¥q-=HH@ TATd Hged™
faerfiees  wameadifa =¥ Some critics are of the
opinion that the word Champu is derived from the
root If¥ AT and it amounts to WIS =¥, In
toto one can say that champu is a happy admixture
of prose and poetry. Rhetoricians like Hemachandra,
Vagbhata, Vishwanatha, Sharadatanaya are unanimous
in this regard. If prose has an indelible impression on
the inquisitive readers on account of their lofty
descriptions and subtle meaning poetry will have its
sway due to its metrical musings and rhythmic words
in keeping with the situations and sentiments. This
harmonious blend of prose and poetry creates a new
genre of literature which will be very effective in its
outcome.

Harichandra the author of Jeevandharachampu
opines that Champu would be attractive like a young
maiden who would be a blend of beauty and youth:
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TRTEE T 9 WA WHEH |
TUWEHY ad fafaean wie SreaaevaEdEE ||

(Share=F ] - 1.9)

Bhoja the author of Champuramayana claims that
the combination of prose and poetry creates a special
effect just as good music being accompanied by
instruments has a special effect on the ears:

TRMERa AT Ea: |
g f& awreren swfaae @ifa: 1| (FFREE - 1.2)

Venkatadhwari the author of Vishwagunadarsha-
champu states that the combination of prose and
poetry would be like the combination of honey and
grapes:

ag: % & 7 @i gitm: a1
(favapumest=g. - 1-4)
Annacharya the author of Tatvagunadarsha opines
that the combination of prose and poetry would be
like that of the Padmaraga gems studded to the pearl
necklace. Jeevaraja the author of Gopalachampu feels
that the combination of prose and poetry would be
pleasant like watersports. Padmaraja the author of
Balabhagavatachampu states that the combination of
prose and poetry, would be like the garland of Tulasi
endowed with fresh fragrant leaves.

Chavinatha Tripati in this background has
summarised the beauty of the word Champu as
follows:
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TRV el gaee agatead |
e @ foed srqeRTereEan ||
Origin and development of Champu

The blend of prose and poetry could be traced
back to Vedas themselves, the first written record
available to us in world literature. The mixed style of
prose and poetry could be seen in Taittiriya,
Maitrayanee and Katakasamhita along with some
portions of Atharva Veda. The 3m&am’s of vedas
predominantly possess the mixed style. The third
chapter of Aithareya Brahmana consisting of
Harichandropakhyana, some of the Upanishads like
Kata, Prashna, Mundaka the fifth chapter of Srimad
Bhagavatha Purana, the fourth Amsha of Vishnu
Purana, the Poushyaparva an integral part of Adiparva
of Mahabharatha, a Buddhist text known as
Jathakamala, Hitopadesha, Panchatantra and so on has
a combination of prose and poetry. The mixed style
can be noticed in some of the inscriptions like
Harishena Prashasti on Samudragupta dating back to
3rd century. This Prashasti commences with long
metres like Sragdhara, Shardulavikreeditha wherein the
glory of Samudragupta 1is highlighted and the
succeeding prose passage narrates the world conquest
tour undertaken by Samudragupta.

Poets are given the freedom of naming the
divisions which occur in the middle of the Champu
such as e, Sga™, ofeam™, faom®, Ieam, 37,
HUE, W, AFE, Feald, AARY, fag, aR=sT and so
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on. An exception to this could be seen in
Vishwagunadarshachampu of Venkatadhwari wherein
the divisions themselves would form the respective
subject matter.

Champu can be broadly divided into four
depending on their source and subject matter:

1. Mythological or Historical themes could be the
source like Nalachampu, Varadambika Parinaya
Champu and so on.

2. It could be purely imaginative as in case of
Vikramasena Champu.

3. It could be a narrative pertaining to important
pilgrim centres like Vishwagunadarshachampu and so
on.

4. It could be philosophical in its tone and tenor
like Tattvagunadarsha and so on.

A brief history of Champu literature

Trivikrama Bhatta's Nalachampu 1is the earliest
Champu work available to us now. Simhadithya was
also the name by which Trivikrama Bhatta was
known. He is also the author of Madalasa Champu.
Yashastilaka Champu of Somadeva belongs to the
same century. Somadeva belonged to digambar jain
who was a court poet of Arikesari III of Chalukyas
who inturn was a contemporary of Krishna hailing
from Rastrakutas. Emancipation is possible only by
following the basic tenets of jains states Somadeva.
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The theme of the Champu 1is the hardships
experienced by king Yashodhara in his earlier lives
and ultimately getting emancipation by following the
tenets of Jainism. Jeevandharachampu was another
notable work which was written during the same time.
Taking the clue from Uttarapurana of Gunabhadra, the
jain poet Harishchandra has penned this work. It
narrates the story of Jeevandhara in eleven lambakas.

Champuramayana of Bhoja is the most popular
work among the existing and extant Champu genre of
literature. Popularly known as Ramayanachampu this
work closely follows the pattern of Valmikiramayana
in its content and division. The work abounding in
Vaidarbhi style is very attractive and popular on
account of its lucid and free flowing style with nicely
balanced words which at once creates a direct impact
on the readers with its gingling, rumbling and tingling
words. The work belongs to 9th century.

We do not know the real name of Abhinava
Kalidasa who was supposed to be a court poet of
king Rajashekhara who ruled in South India. His work
Bhagavata Champu has derived inspiration from
Srimad Bhagavatha.

Soddala's Udayasundarikatha very reverentially
takes the names of Kalidasa, Bana, Vakpatiraja and so
on and hence he must have derived inspiration from
them.

Anantha Bhatta has composed Champu Bharatha in
12 Sthabaka's having derived inspiration from
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Mahabharatha the veritable source of inspiration. It is
written in an obstruse and pedantic style wherein the
scholastic profoundity scores over the melody and
rhyme, the hallmark of Champuramayana.

Virupaksha Vasantotsava Champu is a historical
Champu composed by Ahobalasuri who flourished in
14th century. It has a graphic portrayal of the
celebrations of the car festival to Lord Virupaksha of
Hampi.

Anandavrindavanachampu is the 15th century
celebrated work of Paramananda who had the title
Kavikarnapoora on account of his total mastery over
poetic diction. Divided into 22 divisions called
Sthabaka the work picturesquely portrays the
childhood prangs of Lord Krishna.

I15th  and 16thh centuries produced many
biographies in champu style. Foremost among them
were written by Tirumalamba who has graphically
portrayed the greatness of Achutaraya's regime who
ruled Vijayanagar and who was her husband.
Somanatha the court poet of Krishnadevaraya has
depicted the life and achievements of Vyasatheertha as
Vyasayogicharitham. Ramanujacharya a poet of 16th
century has depicted the life of the great Acharya
Ramanuja in his Ramanujachampu.

Neelakantavijaya Champu of Nilakantadikshitha is a
noteworthy work of 17th century. Nilakantadikshitha
was a great Shaivite who belonged to the illustrious
family of Appayyadikshitha and credited with many
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works. His command over Vakrokthi and Vyakarana is
admirable and his style is very dignified and
scholastic.

Vishwagunadarsha Champu of Venkatadhwari is
another important work of this century. Venkatadhwari
is also credited with 3 other Champu’s like
Varadabhyudaya ~ Champu,  Uttarachampu  and
Srinivasachampu. Varadaraja the presiding deity of
Kanchi is the subject matter of Varadabhyudaya
Champu. Uttarachampu derives its inspiration from
Uttarakanda of Ramayana. Srinivasachampu vividly
portrays the greatness of Lord Srinivasa the presiding
deity of Tirupathi.

The art of Champu is not lagging behind even in
20th century which removes the misconception that
we have to merely gloat over the past. 20th century
Champu works presents wide variety of approaches
and both qualitatively and quantitatively represent a
massive and impressive contribution. The following
Champu's could be mentioned in passing which have
been written in the past 50 years:

ToReAATA=T of  fgwfy  amemasmest (1968),
qeesrgar]  of fedaefa JEE (1968),
ARARACqa=ar] of FUtE  (1976), = qaaw
TEATEH TERTEACHa=FY of I2Ha Taawsr=md (1977), 4
formam=Eatd fageaRasE=rg of T Iam=E TerTid
(1982), weear] of &wae fagarmmeam  (1989),

TR,  wEEeuEr] and  SREGEE] of
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ARTSRORSHY,  sqear] of SRI HRmE,

iga=giea=r] of %geaturfe and so on.

Pancha Champukavyas

Champuramayana of Bhoja, Champubharatha of
Ananthabhatta, Neelkantavijayachampu of
Neelakantadeekshitha, Vishwagunadarshachampu of
Venkatadhwari, and Nalachampu of Thrivikramabhatta
form the five great champus.

Champuramayana

Having derived inspiration from the Adikavya of
Valmiki, viz., Valmikiramayana, this work of Bhaja has
emerged. It follows the pattern of Valmikiramayana as
each division is known as Kanda. The style of the
poet is lucid and attractive. Prasadguna and
Vaidarbhee style has been uniformly followed here.
The most important commentators on this work are
Narayana, Ramachandra, Kameshwar, Manadev and
Ghanashyama. Bhoja seems to have written this work
upto Sundarakanda from Balakanda.

The command of the poet over alliteration could be
noticed in the 21st verse of Ayodhyakanda.

AamaEafig sfteradiy T
BEIEEI LR U T B A
AATTATAS AR

AATEEEIERAA A’ Weud ||
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The description that the bark garments of Rama
became wet and sanctified on account of the tears of
Sita when the former was departing to the forest is
very attractive:

AL TFATAT AT AR -
Forafer afeama weTarg famn |
sferge AeaETSITHRTATSaE R -
TEAEATE deohcd qHe= |1 (2.38)

When Sita started moving towards the forest being
accompanied by Rama, having abandoned Ayodhya
suggestively indicates all the future events which are
going to follow:

T AU TEFwETE g w@ar fiAegesTa |
TUT AATSHAT AT okt T qeremrsraest: ||
(2.43)

Bhoja is an adept even in writing prose passages
wherein one can notice the sound echoing the sense
which is the hallmark of the style of pre raphaelitic
poets in English literature like Donate Gabriel Rossetti
and others. The following passage could be taken as
a pointer in that direction:

ATHTEACAATATUTEA TRSIRIORITL HIOHOTET AT

AgTeufifeaomauitd  wfaft  diemasem SarEEe
e T T@sttafETaTR R -

WHa: gaaan fesnfragaraatagafaaasita |
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wherein the harsh syllables indicate the cruelty of
Parashurama and the soft syllables indicate the soft
syllables indicate the soft delicate nature of Rama.

The lucid and racy style of the poet could be seen
Balakanda itself, wherein we have the adoration of the
Lord:

AU AT AT
A AEEfaayam™ |
AR e s=ear

AefigE gewE W uwER | (1.16)

Timely proverbs also catch our attention in
Champuramayana.

1. efReaeafa fo giaser:? (2.6)

2. FRfa wEEEH FET w1 (2.15)

3. safafufdfa wm afgear ik am) (2.19)

4. (hTErg, ASTHTTIATE de=gel] Trgehl=aedeid | (2.23)

5. gemaAfaa o gafer gfewe:| (2.31) and so on.

Champubharatha

Chmpubharatha by Anantha Bhatta is an inspiration
from Mahabharatha of Vyasa in keeping with the
statement Vyasochchishtam Jagatsarvam. The story of
Mahabharatha 1s delineated in 12 Sthabaka’s, 1041
verses and more than 200 prose passages in this
work in a dignified and majestic style. The language
of the poet is terse, coupled with strange and unusual
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imaginations which could be seen in the very first
verse of the third Sthabaka:

gfreraraney guTaTs e g™ 'w werd: |

TER EEHa AT Wl et gieaeeusd ||

The lulling alliteration could be visualised on the
letter fOr in the following verse wherein the agitated
antelopes are gazing in different directions of the river

the Yamuna in spate, when the king is about to release
his shaft on them:

&NUTet Aeehet AfarRsoram

quim@ afaariimagrsten |

QUIATT aRATHATIATAT

Juitfratfeaaafdfm fag: 1

A nice alliteration could be seen here:

HAFTAHCAREATANTGHT TRGeeI e FaAeaTead: |

TfiaraeeeR e a waeeee faaad: |
Neelakantavijayachampu

Neelakantavijayachampu in 5 Ashwasa’s describes
the popular mythological story of churning of the

ocean. Dikshitha is an adept in the usage of ashifad
and hence the statement TIThvaEd  ahifdd: 4T

TAGHEATAT is very popular. In fact, the poet

commences the work with his characteristic @shifd -

e Aifbsaa ™ wH R aw wwa |
& geafafufa sEmaE o st
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The verse discloses the grand synthesis behind all
men and women through the conception of
Ardhanarisvara as the highest God.

Grand procession of Devendra, the curse of sage
Doorvasa, battle of Gods and demons, the dialogue
between Brhaspati and Shukra, the narration of
Vaikunta, the severety of poison, Shiva consuming the
poison and the emergence of nectar have been
graphically portrayed here. Satire is the forte of the
poet and this has been exclusively depicted in
Kalividambana by the poet.

Neelakantadikshitha was an adept in <ITHI,
YEHAET,  IAHMET coupled with his unparalleled

devotion towards Siva as could be gleaned here:
s S Rreaafin drary S
qrY: RTIAY UTEHAS | : TR |
wHaq wAfrsdita Wa wea 7 aeA:
qrag qEAfd A1 q AT qAQUAR AT FHENA: |

Neelakantadikshitha carved a niche for himself by
composing different works on Shiva in different
genres like Shivaleelarnava, Gangavatarana, Shiva-
tattvarahasya, Shivotkarshamanjari and so on, wherein
the common factor is his unflinching devotion
towards Shiva.

Vishwagunadarshachampu

This work of Venkatadhwari is novel from the point
of view of its subject matter as well as delineation.
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The geographical regions of the country have been
graphically portrayed here. The cultural ethos of our
country from Badari to Kanchi is nicely depicted
here. Krushanu and Vishwavasu are the two
Gandharvas who perceive the happenings of the
world through their aerial survey and take negative as
well as positive stand respectively in all the 53
descriptions.

fayaraarerem Fafuq femmregemTE|

T FsaEgAmaE e W =R ||
TR e T |
fvaraargfayamEE gt 1|

This Champu in the form of narration reflects the

social, cultural and religious ethos of the country
belonging to 17th century.

The following verse may be cited from the point of
view of nicely balanced works:

FHEATICATHETHT FHATT FAA  RIAHEATISTHT
THTFA, ATRAUTHT AT T AFAT @RI |
HICUGIUIRTAT AT ATeTITSCTAT

Ry wemmasmn Refewefimar g e 1)

There is no division like Sthambaka or Kanda here,
but each description is a division by itself. Excepting
the grand narration of river Kaveri in prose, poetry
outshines the prose here. Though there is no
succession of events, it still has a glamour of its own.
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Nice proverbs are also not lagging behind here -

I, e AT qTEafd S @ a1 JanRE ?

). iRt e wa e e

3. %8 fimafasfa wet svdgssfa fa=m:| and so on

Though Venkatadhwari is credited with other
Champu's like Hasthigirichampu, Varadabhyudaya-
champu, Uttararamayanachampu, it 1is Vishwa-
gunadarshachampu, which has firmly established
Venkatadhwari as a writer of eminence and erudition.

Nalachampu

This is the first available Champu among the galaxy
of Champu's composed by Trivikrama Bhatta for
which the episode of Naladamayanthi (Nalopakhyana)
Vanaparva of Mahabharatha is the basis. The style of
Trivikrama reminds us of the style of Subandhu and
Bana the celebrated prose writers. Shlesha is the forte
of the poet and he is known to use different nouns
and adverbs in different unusual combinations as he
has total mastery over them.

Just as the arrow when released reaches its target,
so should the poetic composition reach the hearts of
the poetic connoisseur states Trivikrama Bhatta.

% waeae wreEw 6 wweA aasa: |
TWE g W A guEia atesw: ||

Incapable of poetic talent such immature poets are
no better than urchins states Trivikrama Bhatta.
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ATTEHT: T8 HACRIRaS: |
TAH FEATATT: FHad qTAht 3 |
(S+TRET, SEAT+30)

Poet’s mastery over Shlesha could be noticed here
in the following prose:

T: IR TAAT AR |7 A0, F: HAA e e
R | (F) G, T OY T AT | AT, TE A
AEETERY STd AT |4 dareat™ and so on.

Trivikrama very reverentially takes the names of
Vyasa and Bana whereas Bhoja in his Saraswathi-
kantabharana has remembered Trivikrama with
reverence. Nalachampu has been commented by
Chandapala, Gunavinayagani, Damodara Bhatta,
Nagadeva and others.

Trivikrama calls Nalachampu as Damayantikatha and
at the end of every Uchchwas of this work the word
Haricharanasaroja occurs as a constant refrain on par
with Lakshmyankam of Kiratarjuneeya and Thryanka
of Magha.

The following verse which eulogises Ramayana is
very charming:

werwunty fagton gaaty gaman |
AREAER THAT AR AT TATAN AT || (AATFL - 1.11)

I offer my salutations to the author of Ramayana.
Though the work depicts the demon Dooshana it is
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without Dosha, though it narrates the bad deeds of
Khara, still it i1s tender. The verse has a nice
Virodhabhasalankara.

BHOJA

Generally it is taken that king Bhoja is the author of
Champuramayana or Ramayanachampu. Some critics
are of the opinion that the author of Shringara-
prakasha the king of Malva is different from Bhoja the
author of Champuramayana.

The reason behind this conclusion is that, at the
end of Shringaraprakasha we have the statement 3fa
1 AERSERTST  WiSRSTeRtad whereas at the end of

Champuramayana, we have the statement of 3fd i

EEEREIENER] Lakshmanasuri the author of
Yuddhakanda has clarified that the author of
Champuramayana is none other than Bhoja, the king
of Vidarbha. Since we don't have enough proof to
state that the Bhoja the king of Malava was an able
ruler, a poetic connoisseur and an eminent poet we
can conclude that Vidarbha Bhoja is Malava Bhoja. If
one sees the Vaidarbhee style wused in
Champuramayana one may conclude that he himself
has acclaimed as Vaidarbheeraja on himself.

Date

Fixing up date and time is difficult proposition in
sanskrit literature for anyone. Still on account of
following reasons we can state that Bhoja lived in
11th century.
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Bhoja quotes the name Rajashekara the 10th
century rhetorician in his works. In one of the verses
he has quoted the name of Vakpatiraja, Rajamrganka
one of the works of Bhoja mentions that he ruled in
1047 A.D. It is also believed that Bhoja used to fight
the war with Jayasimha the third of chalukyas between
1011 and 1019. With these evidences, we can state
that Bhoja must have lived in 11th century.

Life

Bhoja the son of Sindhula was a celebrated ruler of
the dynasty of Paramaras. He seems to have
ascended the throne in 1010 and ruled for 55 years.

qeTeTeaREN o wEETan feAmem |
WIS WFded: Tl feuma: ||

Vallabhadeva in his work Bhojaprabandha has
narrated an interesting story regarding Bhoja.
According to this version, Bhoja seems to have lost
his father in his infancy and must have been in the
care of his uncle Munja wherein he had mastered
different branches of learning and was very popular.
Unable to tolerate the popularity of his nephew, Munja
told his subordinate Vatsaraja to kill Bhoja. But, Vatsa
protected Bhoja in his house and displayed a artificial
head of Bhoja which was smeared with blood as
proof of Bhoja's death and gave him a letter which
was written by Bhoja. Having read the letter, Munja
was full of remorse and having handed over the
kingdom to Bhoja departed to the forest.
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Works of Bhoja

Bhoja's scholarship over various branches of
learning could be gleaned here with the statement of
Chandraprabhasuri's Prabhavakacharita:

HISTATHRUEIAE MEEATE T

st fe wreansen fageswiimmtn: )

NEAREACCE G E N = R T )

Faftren watagra a3 aEgeafa = 11

oh ATEHARIEATH FIALSTAVN (G
foerfa wmEga st FowTEEn |

A reputed commentator on Bhoja's Saraswati-
kantabharana has given an account of eighty four
works having been written by Bhoja and he seems to
have given names to the work based on titles and
encomiums bestowed on him:

ze fe RefiRmfn fHfaafreafan gbemfa ge=oe-
TGUERTRATG  waRefifa foeeyefia  washauraeTs:
ISR |

Bhoja seems to have been a prolific writer with
multifaceted genius who has composed works
pertaining to Jyotisha, Kosha, Yoga, Vedanta,
Ayurveda, Dharamashastra, Vyakarana, Vastuvidya,
Shaivadarshana, Kavya, Subhashita etc. The following
works may be mentioned just to illustrate the point.

. safas - srfecvamfigrd, o, fagemacay

and so on.
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2. AN /AT - ATHATIOTE, W‘Itﬁﬁl(:\‘l (connected to

TASTA-AM FA's), JASHTAE
3. agde - sgdeadw, fasnfafnfers
4, GRS - FAERAH=AA:, ATEHAl
5. AT - TEEIEA, SREIARUSTHRIT
6. ARGERT - TRIGUEAIR
7. @ - wrRmEe, fenfae
8. guIfyauery - fagraaus
9. SacH - qcaweRr:

10. AARRATE - YFRAHIA:

Shringaraprakasha a work on Alankarashastra is
encyclopaedic in nature with 36 Prakarana's and is a
connecting link between Natyashastra and Alankara-
shastra. Dr. V. Raghavan former professor of
Sanskrit, recipient of the titles and awards like Padma
Bhushana, Kavi Kokila and others has written his
doctoral dissertation on Sringara Prakasha. Sringara is
the only rasa according to this work and hence the
title Sringara Prakasha is relevant.

* ok ok ok ok
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SUNDARAKANDA
The background

In order to keep the word given to his father
Dasharatha, Sri Rama goes to the forest in exile for
14 years accompanied by Sita and Lakshmana. As
suggested by Agastya, Lakshmana sets up an Ashram
for them to stay at Panchavati. As fate would have it,
there Surpanakha who sets her eyes on Rama is so
enamoured of him that she begs and importunes
Rama to have her as wife. Annoyed by her
insinuations, Rama gets her deformed by getting
Lakshmana to cut her nose and ears. Her feeling now
converted to ones seeking revenge, she returns to
Lanka and provokes her brother Ravana by
describing the beauty of Sita Devi and by creating
lust in Ravana's heart to make Sita his wife. Having
been provoked into vengeance, Ravana requests his
uncle Maricha to help him in his endeavour to abduct
Sita. When Maricha, who had already tasted the
arrows of Rama, refuses to comply with his requests.
Ravana coerces Maricha to do his bidding. Maricha is
made to take the guise of a golden deer with silver
spots and jewelled horns and stalk the place around
the Ashrama where Rama stayed. Lured by its
enchanting beauty, Sita persuades Rama to capture
that magical deer. When Rama, who goes in pursuit
of the deer, fails to return even after a long time, Sita
sends Lakshmana to go in search of his brother after
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much pleading. Using this opportune moment, Ravana
sneaks into the Ashrama in the guise of a Sanyasi
(mendicant) and abducts Sita.

On their return to the Ashrama after killing Maricha,
Rama and Lakshmana are shocked to find it empty
and proceed in search of Sita. When they are
obstructed by a Rakshasa named Kabandha, they slay
him and as directed by him they go in search of the
monkey warlord Sugreeva to strike an alliance with
him. Sugreeva had suffered a similar predicament as
Rama’s, having been cheated of his kingdom as well
as his wife by his mighty elder brother, Vali. Mortally
afraid of his brother's prowess, Sugreeva would be
holding camp at Mount Rishyamukha, with his
generals such as Anjaneya and others, where he knew
Vali would not be able to enter owing to the effect of
a curse by Saint Mathanga (that forbade his entry
there). Having exchanged their mutual tales of woe,
they enter into a pact to help each other out of their
common distress. Accordingly, Rama slays Vali and
restores Sugreeva his kingdom and wife. When
Sugreeva gets indulgent with his re-won fortune and
forgets to fulfil his part of the promise, Rama sends
him a reminder through Lakshmana. Profusely
apologizing for his folly, Sugreeva despatches his
brave ministers in all the directions in search of Sita.
He preserves his ablest and most trusted minister
Hanuman along with Angadha and Jambavanta for the
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southern direction; and they, in the course of their
search come across Sampathy, the brother of Jatayu
and as per his counsel, decide to go in search of Sita
across the sea.

THE STORY OF SUNDARAKANDA

Jambavanta and others praise Hanuman, extolling
his heroic qualities and inspire him to set on the
daunting task of the search for Sita, now under the
captivity of Ravana. Hanuman stands atop Mount
Mahendra, getting ready to launch himself into the
sky. The abrasion caused by his mighty feet produce
most striking and significant developments on the
mountain.

Thereon, the mighty Hanuman darts towards Lanka,
but is confronted with several obstacles. The first one
to try to stop him is Mynaka, the son of Himavantha,
and the next one to challenge him is Surasa, the
mother of snakes whom Hanuman overpowers by
passing through her belly. He then is confronted by
Simhika, who had the power to pull a person by a
shadow, using which she tries to arrest Hanuman’s
progress. Hanuman slays her and continues his
journey.

Thereon, Hanuman lands on a mountain called
'Lamba’ situated near the seashore perched on the top
of which, he espies one of the tall minarets of the city
of Lanka and proceeds in that direction, by which
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time the evening sets in. He is threatened by the
guardian deity of the city of Lanka who forbids him
from entering the city. Hanuman defeats her in a
combat and obtaining her permission, enters the
palace complex of Ravana.

Disappointed at failing to find Sita there, he reaches
'Ashokavana' and climbs on the 'Shimshapa' tree from
which vantage point he notices the arrival of Ravana
and overhears his conversation with Sita. Having been
confirmed by the drift of the conversation, that it was
indeed Sita that he had found, he descends the tree
once Ravana is out of sight and introduces himself as
"Hanuman, Rama’s messeger" and briefs her on
Rama, Lakshmana, Sugreeva and the rest. Having
been convinced of the veracity of his report, Sita
hands over her pearl broach (Choodamani) to be
given to Rama. After expressing his obeisance to Sita,
Hanuman gets down to ravaging the beautiful
Ashokavana when he is challenged to a war by
Akshakumara and Indrajit. The latter eventually arrests
Hanuman by using the Brahmastra and produces him
before Ravana.

A conversation ensues between Hanuman and
Ravana culminating in Ravana pronouncing the death
sentence on Hanuman. But he is dissuaded against
doing so by his brother, Vibheeshana who points out
that such a punishment should not be meted out to an
emissary. However, Ravana passes an order that a
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cotton cloth be wound around the tip of Hanuman's
tail and set on fire. Not the one to be thus subdued,
Hanuman then goes on a rampage, setting the whole
city of Lanka ablaze, but taking care at the same time
that the safety of Sita is ensured. Having given
Ravana a taste of his prowess through his exploit,
Hanuman takes a leap back across the ocean to reach
back to Rama and hands him over the Choodamani
and gives a detailed report of his remarkable
adventure.

* ko sk ok

TR TR T TR G wa
T Gl € g g I |
el gre) 9 geed T a1 grewm |
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qqiehtvs: |
qAETATRRISHal dral fa=ag afyr =momem|
ARG GG TRATEEEATCH AT
I 2 1l
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AT U U RURER ARG Te g Tt -
Tefaafashedewhaar  aRasmfia T@,  dee-
NIGHISRAHE RAHeeqdl FaAThee o9, TRATTER-
et gaaguar frifaaemma =,
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Champuramayanam

Sundarakanda

Then Hanuman of Garuda's speed and increasing
stature, rose up from the slope of the Mahendra
mountain (to go) in the path of the Charanas, in order
to search Sita who was carried away by Ravana. (1)

Then, this (Mahendra) mountain, unable to bear the
pressure of the feet set very firmly (on it) for leaping
over the ocean, attained a miserable plight which is
beyond the scope of words (to describe) in as much
as it (the mountain) appeared to be with an out-pour
of tears flowing incessantly on account of the
multitude of mountain torrents pouring forth their
entire volume to be with its lock of braided hair
dishevelled by being waved from one side to the
other on account of the heaps of clouds spread out
(on it) here and there; to be (suffering) with swellings
caused (by the pressure) on account of the gathered
herds of the alarmed elephants; to be with blood
gushing forth on account of its rugged ridges
reddened by an abundance of the dust of minerals
arisen as a result of the splitting (of the earth) by the
ends of the very hard hoofs of the feet of the herds
of deer running in fright; to be making loud cries, as
it were; on account of the caves made resonant (with
roars) by lions awakened just then; to be with their
rows of intestines come out on account of the
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serpents closely issuing forth from the neighbouring
caves; (it seemed to be) with perspiration arisen, on
account of the form of buds of the water particles
poured out of the multitudes of clouds cleaved by the
ends of the branches of the trees moving to and fro;
and (it seemed to be) with increasing heavy breath on
account of the sky filled with the hissing sound of the
wind entering into the hollows of the bamboos
cleaven by their felling down on the rocks of the
crystalline slopes.

Then the row of trees of the Mahendra forest
which by the force resulting from the leaping of
Hanuman first followed him and then began to fall
down in the midst of the sea one after another with
just their tops remaining visible, bore the illusory
appearance of a multitude of pegs planted across the
sea for marking a line for the future (construction of
a) bridge. (2)

To afford rest to (Hanuman) the son of Vayu, the
Mainaka mountain with its multitude of lofty peaks
piercing into the heaven rose up hurriedly from the
sea clearing the rows of waves by the force of the
flapping of its wings. 3)

Thereupon, as he (Hanuman) was proceeding
further after pushing him down with his chest thinking
that there had occurred an impediment to his journey,
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Hiranyagarbha (i.e. Mainaka) conciliatingly spoke to
him (thus),

O Maruti! I have been sent by the grateful ocean to
alleviate the weariness of your journey, Gentle man,
be pleased to go after taking rest. 4)

I was formerly protected by your father from the
cleaver of the mountains (i.e. Indra). Therefore, I am
not your enemy (deprived of wings). Resort to me as
your adherent (having wings). (5)

After having honoured him who requested thus,
when Hanuman proceeded on his mission -

Beholding Mainaka moving in the sea, he of
hundred sacrifices (i.e. Indra) who was with his
thunderbolt that had cleared the moving mountains,
shook off all his indignation towards him on account
of his service to Hanuman. (6)

Then Surasa, the mother of serpents having widely
opened her mouth speedily obstructed the movement
of Hanuman who was hurrying as before, to Lanka,
just as the Vindhya mountain obstructed the course of
the Sun, (to whom Aruna was the charioteer).

The feet of Hanuman which rapidly grew very large
in order to vanquish Surasa, touched the sea and his
head bore the garland of the water-particles slipping
away from the series of waves of the celestial river
(Mandakini). (7)
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Thereafter Hanuman having (first) entered into her
belly by contracting his body and then coming out of
it, displayed the same feat as that of Vishnu as
Thrivikrama. (8)

Once again, that celebrated envoy of Rama, getting
angry at the restraint put upon his shadow on the way
and becoming vehement like the Narasimha incarnation
of Vishnu tore away the body of Simhika with his
sharp-edged finger-nails, even as he was going. (9)

Then, with an extremely attenuated body having
reached the northern tower-gate of Lanka (and) resting
on the Lamba mountain on the shore of the ocean, he
became such that his heart was lettered by a series of
cords of deep thought "How can the army of the
monkeys cross this ocean which puts forth
Obstacles? Granting that it crosses, how can it
approach this capital of the Rakshasas? Rama (son of
Dasharatha) has all his hopes frustrated. I have
become such that, my having crossed the ocean has
been rendered vain, I do not know whether Janaki is
living or not." (Absorbed in such thoughts) Hanuman,
being desirous of looking out for the venerable Sita in
different places, just wished for the setting of the sun
in order that he may move about concealed. Then,
when the divine sun entered into the western quarter
as if to tell varuna that the time for using the bow of
Indra which was deposited with Agastya was fast
approaching,
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There arose on the summit of the eastern mountain
the hare-marked moon, who excites the sentiment of
love and who is an axe to (hew down) the Tamala
forest of darkness. (10)

At that evening hour, Hanuman the Stage-manager
of the new play 'Entering Lanka, made his
appearance (on the stage) for the delight of the gods,
after having removed the curtain, viz, the great glory
of the enemy. (11)

Then, Hanuman, having conquered the presiding
deity of Lanka who had assumed the form of a
young woman in order to fight with him and who,
having become an obstacle to (his) proceeding on his
way, was threatening him much; and being permitted
by her who informed him that the destruction of her
abode was marked by the insult done by a monkey
according to the decree of the lotus-seated Brahma,
and searching for Maithili all through Lanka,
unobstructed, he carne to the palace of the Rakshasa
emperor (Ravana).

There the night, with the quarters illuminated by the
rays of the lamp in the form of the moon, eagerly
showed to Hanuman thus 'This is the city of the
emperor of the Rakshasas guarded by the Rakshasa
armies; this is his palace with golden towers bearing;
up the row of clouds; this is the Pushpaka (vimana)
brought away from Kubera.' (12)
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Moreover, -

"The sun will have done his duty by causing such
assistance to be rendered to the lord of Sita through
his son (Sugriva) who 1is desirous of obtaining
immeasurable fame. Thinking thus, as it were, and in
order to obtain great glory for himself then, the moon
functioned as a lamp on the way of Rama's
messenger in Lanka. (13)

Thus moving about, Hanuman, having observed
without any obstruction even the women of the harem
who were sleeping surrounded by young courtezans
in the bed-chamber and who even in their sleep
surpassed the lovely form of the heavenly damsels,
became frustrated in his hopes there; and having
jumped down from the fort-wall, offered obeisance to
the tutelary deity of his clan, in his search of Maithili
in the Ashoka garden.

Then, wandering here and there in that garden
containing many groves of trees consisting mostly of
the Naga, Punnaga, Tala, Hintala, Tamala, Krutamala,
Sarala, Bakula, Vanjula, Tilaka, Amalaka, Kutaja,
Likucha, Kathaka, Kakkola, Ankola, Lavanga,
Vikankatha, Kethaki, Kadamba, Udunibara, Kapiththa,
Ashvaththa, Kurabaka, Marubaka, Makanda, Kunda,
Thinduka, Chandana, Syandana, Champaka,
Champeya, Panasa, Vethasa, Palasha, Paala, Rasala,
Priyalu, etc., he climbed up a golden Shimshapa tree,
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by the cloud-piercing branches of which the expanse
of the sky was densely occupied.

He again, having beheld her, reflected thus,

The cool-rayed (moon) may exist at night even
without (moon) light; the lord of the day (i.e. the sun)
also may appear without Chaya (his wife); (but) it is a
wonder that the lord of the Raghus (i.e. Rama) is
preserving his life till this day, keeping up a brave
heart, although he is without his wife. (14)

While the mid-might was passed somehow by
Hanuman thinking in this manner and while the lord of
the night (i.e. the moon) also was desiring to resort to
the vicinity of the peak of the western mountain, the
ten-necked Ravana, who with his eyes reddened by
broken sleep and the smiting of Cupid's arrows,
(who) showed out a redness and his passion by the
(application of) sandal paste and from his desire to
see Janaki; and who had the rows of stars of the sky
thrown into insignificance by the garland worn on the
chest and the glow of the gems of his crown, slowly
entered the Ashoka garden.

At his (very) sight, Maithili who was trembling and
with her heart burst by (the thought of) a series of
unpleasant words relating him to a villain; and, out of
confidence in the valour of her dear husband, spoke
to him placing a Darbha (grass straw) between him
and herself. - "Oh Ravana, is not Brahma, who is
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intent on establishing all virtuous practices, the
preceptor of your family? Surely, casting even an
amorous glance on the other's wife puts to shame all
those born in the family. If, like a favourable wind
that carries to the shore a ship its way, you should
take me to the vicinity of Panchavati, then my
husband will surely take pity on you; even (Yama) the
lord of life will be merciful to you. You will also be
the recipient of the friendship of the invincible son of
Dhasharatha. Otherwise, who else but yourself would
be interested to clean with the strem of blood gushing
from his own heart, the arrow of my husband, the tip
of which is miry with dense marrow sticking to it
since the time of the destruction of the Rakshasas
headed by Khara? Or, if, there should be misconduct
on your part who can prevent the Chataka birds in
the form of Lakshmana's arrows thirsty due to the
drought in the form of the absence of war since the
battle at Janasthana, from feasting on water in the
form of blood?

Having heard thus the disrespectful words of
Janaka's daughter, Ravana, turning his face aside with
anger, (and) having ordered, addressing the guarding
demonesses staying around Sita, with the words "Ye
ladies! employing all the four expedients, do make her
obedient to me. If she should not be favourable,
bring the wretch to the kitchen for my breakfast,” he
entered into the harem as the end of the night drew
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near. Then, with the lotus in the form of her heart
closed by the setting in of the night in the form of
fierce looks and abusive words of the demonesses,
putting on the state of a female deer surrounded by
multitude of tigers, Janaka's daughter who was like a
celestial nymph come down to the earth by the force
of a curse, reflected thus

Is it that my husband has not known me as being
here, by Jatayu, who (alone) surely knew this news,
having died! (15)

Or, could it be that an indifference has come upon
Rama his disposition being changed by the trickeries
of the demons! Or,

That evil-minded fellow (Ravana) took away not
only me but also Rama's compassion which was
innately present (in him). If it were not so, would that
unrivalled hero of the world, so fond of those who
have sought his protection, remain quiet? (16)

Having thus mourned and thinking continuously,
she swooned on account of great sorrow.

Thrijata, having covertly warded off the Rakshasa
women who were threatening the Chasty Sita told her
the dream dreamt by her which would mean festivity
to the world of gods and inauspicious to the demons.

(17)

Moreover,
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Thrijata became a supporting branch to the creeper
namely Sita who, on account of the absence of the
tree of contiguous support namely Rama, was
fallowing since long having fallen down to the earth
and was being hurt by the mouths of white ants in the
form of the words of the Rakshasa women. (18)

Then, while Maithili was thinking of giving up her
life (by committing suicide), Maruti, entertaining the
consideration that the helpless lady (Sita) should not
be neglected as she had not departed from the right
course, came near her. Then,

In order to win Sita's confidence, he gently
sprinkled drops of honey in the form of Rama's
praise as concerning his family and which were
medicines that would heal the wounds within her ears
which had been rent by the thunderbolt in the form of
the words of Ravana. (19)

Then Janaka's daughter cast her looks on all sides
and on noticing a monkey on that tree feared in her
mind with the thought that it was a bad omen;
praying for the welfare of her husband and
Lakshmana and having considered how there could be
any dream at all in the case of her to whom it was
hard even to get sleep, she shuddered with fear at
Maruti, with the impression that it was the demon
(Ravana) come there under disguise. And Anjaneya
having come down (from that tree) spoke to her, with
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hands folded in obeisance, in order to make Sita
repose confidence in him, -

"O noble lady, do not think of me as anyone other
than the messenger of the best among the Raghus
(i.e. Rama) who is distressed by your separation
which has had a severe effect (on him). (20)

O Maithili, the son of the king of the Kosalas (i.e.
Rama) whose mind set out along with you and whose
state 1s similar to the Chakravaka bird at night,
informs you of his welfare through me. 21)

And

Lakshmana offers his reverential salutation to you
with (a bow of) his head. And the lord of the
monkeys (i.e. Sugriva) also enquiries about your
welfare." (22)

Then being asked by her who was rid of fear on
account of the confidence arisen by having been thus
told, Hanuman, after relating to her the cause of
Valin's death and Sugriva's friendship (with Rama),
handed over to her the ring which, like the mind of
Valmiki, was with the auspicious name of Rama
present continuously.

Verily, the day of the marriage of Sita on this earth
did not at all attain even a hundredth of the status of
that delightful day of (Sita's) beholding Rama's ring
which was her by Hanuman. (23)
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Then Sita with limitless joy spoke to him thus - "O
magnanimous one! by Vibhishana's daughter named
Anala, who was sent to me by her mother, it was
announced that death of this evil-minded (Ravana)
was drawing near. And that person of ignoble
conduct will not deliver me to my lord except by the
fourth expedient. Certainly I too won't be able to bear
my miserable life for more than a month." Having
heard this, Maruti, said "O noble lady! do not fear.
Rapidly crossing the ocean carrying you (on my
back), I will reach the lotus feet of Rama. Consider
me not as incapable (of this),"

Then the daughter of king Janaka spoke with
delight to him thus "What (task) is impossible to you
who have crossed the ocean by means of (bare) feet?
But, O best of monkeys, your way will surely be full
of danger if you should go with me. (24)

Moreover,

With the fire of my chastity, I could myself reduce
him (i.e. Ravana) to ashes; (but) then, surely, there
won't be any feast, worthy of it, to the arrow of
Rama; further, the moon in the form of the glory of
him (i.e. Rama) will be of fading splendour.
Therefore, to me it is preferable to go only when
Rama has punished Ravana. (25)

Thus told, Hanuman spoke again to humble Sita
thus,
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"O daughter of the king of Mithila, the restoration
by a Shakhamruga (i.e. a monkey) of you who had
been defrauded by a Mayamruga (an illusory deer) is
not proper. And if this matter should spread in this
world, what should happen to the widespread fame of
Rama's bow? (26)

"Why say much! The subject has thus been (well)
considered (by you). Only that which is befitting to
the wife of Rama has been decided upon. Only that
which 1s consistent with such noble conduct (as
yours) has been expressed. Only that which is fitting
as a punishment to Ravana's offence has been
endorsed. Only that which is in accordance with the
conduct of a lady born in a noble family has been
said. Only that which is worthy of issuing forth as the
speech of a kshatriya lady has been mentioned."
Having thus praised her many times, (he again said- )
"O Janaki, know that Rama and Lakshmana have
practically come to this Lanka. Permit me to set out;
and let some taken of recognitions known to Rama
before, be given."

She, however, heaving a long sigh and recollecting
said "Formerly, in the Chitrakuta forest which, with
the beauty of its very young trees, was reducing the
splendour of the Nandanavana, Rama stored at the
crow named Dharadhara who had caused a wound
with his sharp nail-ends in the neighbourhood of my
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breasts, when my lap was being used as a pillow by
Rama.

"That hero (Rama) discharged the Brahmasthra in
the form of the Kusha grass at that crow which was
Indra's son; but out of compassion, that Chirajivi (1.
crow, 2. long lived one) was deprived of one eye and
bore a name Uz (single eyed) which became its
characteristic name. 27)

And she became doubly miserable by the memory
of past events; having taken out this another token of
recognition fastened to her hair.

The slender-bodies (Sita) gave to the best of the
monkeys that crest-jewel which bore the state of the
fire of anger pressed together through fear of the ten
headed Ravana. He (Hanuman), having received it
respectfully, set out, his arm resembl-ing a cobra with
a gem in its mouth. (28)

Then with his object accomplished, Hanuman,
having set out, devastated the Ashokavana in order to
make Ravana know of his arrival.

Then, having killed together with Jambumalin the
son of Prahasta, the servants who were as fierce as
Yama's servants and sent hurriedly by Ravana enraged
at the destruction of the pleasure-garden reported (to
him) by the numerous demon-guards (watching the
garden), when Hanuman went up the tower-gate;
Ravana, being once again informed of the destruction
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of numerous demons, sent his five ministers among
whom Prahasana was the foremost and who were as
valiant as lions, (instructing them) thus, 'Capture the
monkey alive." Then, in order to overcome Hanuman
who, having killed all those five there with the help of
the bolting bar of the gate, was proclaiming frequently
that he was the messenger of Rama, the emperor of
all the Rakshasas (i.e. Ravana) sent prince Aksha who
was before him.

While the Rakshasas were looking with eyes wide
open, Hanuman having in a moment accomplished the
business of the destruction (of Aksha) in the
battlefield and having burnt the palace tower with the
fire that emanated from the pillars pulled out, once
again resorted to the arch-gate. And the twenty eyes
of the demon-king, who had become angry on hearing
this news also, were directed simultaneously towards
his son Indrajith, in order (to ask him to go) to war.

'Who is there in the region of gods, in the sky, or
on the surface of the earth, that is able (even) to
behold you engaged in fighting?' with such flattering
words praising Meghanada (i.e. Indrajith), the lord of
the Rakshasas sent him saying ‘Fetch the monkey
here.' (29)

Then, the son of the ten-headed Ravana who was
enraged at the destruction of the chiefs of the
Rakshasa force, considering the uselessness of the
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various weapons, bound Hanuman, who had gained
association with the goddess of victory, with the
Brahmasthra. (And) with hempen coards, the flesh-
eaters (i.e. the Rakshasas) bound him who was with a
body rendered powerless by the divine missile.

Thereafter, the son of the lord of the night
wandering Rakshasas, noticing the power of the
divine missile which had disappeared not brooking the
operation of any other (means of binding), took
Hanuman to his father.

- who was like the fruition of the sins of the
worlds, that had assumed a personal form in order to
obstruct the path leading to beatitude; and who was
darkness which had been consecrated (as an emperor)
having subdued at will the brightness of the sun, the
moon and the fire by the power of penances. (30)

That Ravana (lit. lord of the flesh-eaters) also was
struck with wonder in his heart on beholding the
monkey who was the son of wind; he felt that
Nandishvara, who had flung a curse on him for the
offence of shaking the Kailasa mountain, had come in
person. (31

Then Maruthi, to whom various questions were put,
replied to Ravana. "I am the messenger of his majesty
Rama, who is the ornament of the Suryavamsha; who
is a strict adherent to truth; who was ardently taken to
forest-life in obedience to his father's command;
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whose arrows were like the annihilatory fire to the
heap of the husk in the form of the force of
Rakshasas headed by Khara angry at the disfiguring
met with by Shurpanakha who was smitten with love
(lit. Cupid); who secured the friendship of Sugriva
while searching his wife who was stolen away when
(he was) engaged in killing the illusory deer; who
uprooted the thorn viz., Valin; who was instrumental
in removing the pride of arms of the sage Jamadagnya
(i.e. Parashurama) who was like wild-fire to the
bamboo groves in the form of kshatriyas of a wicked
behaviour, I am one of the many monkeys sent by
Sugriva (son of the Sun) in different directions to find
out the way to reach Sita; I have speedily crossed the
ocean and, having bowed down to the virtuous wife
of Rama at the skirts of the pleasure garden of your
city, being (now) desirous of starting (on my return
journey), in order to announce my arrival (here to
you), I destroyed the numerous trees of the
Ashokavana; and it is only with a curiosity to see
you, that I have come near you undergoing the
binding down with cob-webs by the Rakshasas.

Although you are intent on union with the wives of
others, O ignoble one! do not approach (covet) the
wife of (Rama) the chief of the Ikshvakus; does the
serpent ever be with a palate longing for the air
exhaled by Garuda (Vinatha's son), just because, he
lives on air? (32)
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Why say much?

What other armour can there be to you except the
armour of bowing to Rama's arrow whose
assiduousness has been tested on the illusory deer,
the stage-manager of the drama of war, arid on the
monkey (Valin) whose tail was hostile to you?" (33)

Having heard this, the lord of the flesh-eaters
(Ravana) became angry (and) ordered (his) servants
with the words "Take out his life". Then, Vibhishana,
who was a pious minded since his birth, prevented
him on the authority of the words - "An envoy shall
not be slain" (found) in treaties (of political Morals).
(34)

Ravana too accepting the statement of Vibhishana,
ordered the Rakshasas thus "The tail is the most
precious among the limbs of monkeys. Having set fire
to it wrapt in cotton cloth, take him round the city
loudly announcing declaration relating to him in every
public square." While they were doing so: -

Janaki, having heard this news given out in details
proudly by the bevy of Rakshasa women guarding
her, became troubled in mind and, having adored Fire,
prayed to him with palms folded reverentially, saying
"Be cool to Hanuman."

"Let me not become the fuel for an instant to the
fierce fire of the penance of Rama's wife" thus
considering, the (god of) fire, developing a coolness,
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regained jeweled lamp at the very end of the tail of
Hanuman. (35)

Then Hanuman (said to himself) - "I did not see
this city well during the night. Therefore, I will now
observe the entire city with fire as witness," and killed
the whole host of Rakshasas with the already
acquainted bolting bar.

Then, while Lanka was burning, -

Ravana's city, enveloped by (that) fire, was filled
with the heavy words of mourning of the citizens as
"O father! Oh mother! Oh son! Oh companion! Oh
grandson! Oh dear friend! Where are you? Alas! I am
lost," (36)

That deed which the Rakshasa groups did in vain
of battle at the behest of Indrajit, they may not be
able to do (again) although united with the Rakshasa
king himself. Fire also, though united with Vayu, the
father of Hanuman, can not be so efficient in the act
of burning, as (when) he burnt Lanka being employed
by Hanuman. 37)

What is the use of prolixity of speech now? That
messenger of Rama (lit. Kakustha's descendant),
having come to the city of Lanka which was
protected by the arms of Ravana, made it easy to
enter for the messenger of Death. (38)
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After learning from the report of the Charanas that
Rama's wife was unhurt even when Lanka was in
flames, Hanuman, having bowed down to her with
joy, obtained her permission for his return, ascended
the Arishta mountain, crossed the ocean quickly
without any obstruction reached the Mahendra
mountain and then made the chiefs of the monkey
hosts fulfilled of their desires. (39)

Then having duly honoured the leaders of the army,
Maruti narrated all his deeds, having been asked by
them. Thereupon, the army of the monkey was
delighted at the words of Hanuman; (and) being
followed by the chieftains, running, each (monkey)
competing with the other, as if desirous of observing
separately in Rama and Sugriva the joy produced by
his (i.e. Hanuman's) sight (or at his having seen Sita),
enjoyed on the way the delights of drink, devastating,
with Hanuman's permission, the Madhuvana, watched
over by Dadhimukha.

Then that Dadhimukha, who was enraged, spoke
with folded palms to Angada who was as lofty as a
big mountain thus, 'May you soon prevent these
monkeys who are bees in drinking honey.' (40)

And he said to him -

"O Dadhimukha, when this hero (Hanuman), by
whom was brought to me the news which is like
honey to the ears that Maithili was seen in the heart
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of Ravana's city, commands thus, who can prohibit
(it)? Let the army of the monkeys drink honey to its
heart's content." 41)

Then Sugriva, who was filled with the excessive joy
caused by (the news of) having found out Janaki
which was inferred by the destructions of the
Madhuvana made known (to him) by the words of
Dadhimukha who had come with fear, experienced
there-by a change over his body which meant the
fulfillment of the object of Dadhimukha's arrival.

There appeared nearby the army of monkeys
swollen with the eagerness that each should be ahead
of the other after ascending and coming down the hill
(on the way), reaching the forests, tasting various
fruits, demonstrating (feats of) leaping, producing with
(their) mouths the sounds of musical instruments,
indecently embracing the trees out of lasciviousness
and shaking their long tails. (42)

Being eagerly gazed at by the pair of Laksmana's
eyes reddened by the absence of sleep, Hanuman,
folding the crest-jewel in his hand, bowed down to
the pair of the lotus feet of Rama, the elder brother
of Bharatha, 43)

Then Hanuman, on being asked by Rama who was
with joy arisen at the presence of the crest-gem which
had been brought, said after bowing down to him -

(44)
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"At the skirts of the garden of the city of Lanka, I
beheld Sita being teased by numerous Rakshasa
women, like a serpent-princess imprisoned in the
world of Garuda on account of some sin. 45)

"Having dispelled the grief of your queen by
praising your family and by presenting your signet-
ring, and wishing to start back, my purpose being
accomplished, I begged her for some information in
the form of a token of recognition. (46)

(Then) this crest-jewel was sent to you by king
Janaka's daughter who was weeping for a long time,
after giving out as a token of recognition an account
of the event that had occurred in the forest, relating
to (the crow) Jayantha who was afraid of the
Brahmastra. 47)

Why say much?

"O lord! having sealed with your signet-ring her life
which was desirous of departing and which is (now)
preserved only by the hope (of obtaining you), I have
come back to you." (48)

The end of Sundara Kanda of Champu Ramayana
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Scheme of Examination

Marks

Multiple choice questions 10x1 =10
Essay type questions (2 of 3) 2x 10 =20
Translation and explanation of shlokas
(2 0f4) 2x5 =10
Translation of prose passage (1 of 2) Ix6 =6
Annotations (3 of 5) 3x4 =12
Short Notes (2 of 4) 2x6 =12
Comprehension Passage in Sanskrit 5x2 =10

Total 80

LA. 20



