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INTRODUCTION
CHAMPU

Champuis a harmonious blend of Prose and Poetry. It catches
the attention of the Poetic connoisseurs with its nicely balanced
words, lucid style and lofty imagination. Dandin in his HITCS

states
“TETEHAT I TR e (Hremeat: 1-31)

Haridasa Bhattacharya advocates the following explanation

of the word ST-=HH TG Hgad foediga

=H:| Some critics are of the opinion that the word Champu is
derived from the root 9Iftf T and it amounts to =FAdIfd =¥ ;.

In toto one can say that champu is a happy admixture of Prose and
Poetry. Rhetoricians like Hemachandra, Vagbhata, Vishwanatha,
Sharadatanaya are unanimous in this regard. If Prose has an
indelible impression on the inquisitive readers on account of
their lofty descriptions and subtle meaning Poetry will have its
sway due to its metrical musings and rhythmic words in keeping
with the situations and sentiments. This harmonious blend of
Prose and Poetry creates a new genre of Literature which will be
very effective in its outcome.

Harichandra the author of Jeevandharachampu opines that
Champu would be attractive like a young maiden who would be a
blend of beauty and youth:

e el < G edrd THeH |
TRy a7 AT g areaarsvaadtasr |

(Sfemeem: - 1.9)

Bhoja the Author of Champu Ramayanam claims that the
combination of Prose and Poetry creates a special effect just as
good music being accompanied by instruments has a special
effectontheears:




TaaeRE A iSduEfh: |
Tam & arersherar wictda W 1 (SEIEE - 1.3)

Venkatadhwari the Author of Vishwagunadarshachampu states
that the combination of Prose and Poetry would be like the
combination ofhoney and grapes:

7 79 & 7 woq gfy: adsyaasar |
(freromestemy: - 1-4)

Annacharya the author of Tatvagunadarsha Champu opines
that the combination of Prose and Poetry would be like that of the
Padmaraga gems studded to the pearl necklace. Jeevaraja the
author of Gopalachampu feels that the combination of Prose and
Poetry would be pleasant like watersports. Padmaraja the author
of Balabhagavata Champu states that the combination of Prose
and Poetry, would be like the garland of Tulasi endowed with
fresh fragrantleaves.

Chavinatha Tripathi in this background has summarised the
beauty of the word Champu as follows:

TEEHE Y% Hawe agarar |
qrergd W o T

Origin and Development of Champu

The blend of Prose and Poetry could be traced back to Vedas
themselves, the first written record available to us in world
Literature. The mixed style of Prose and Poetry could be seen in
Taittiriya, Maitrayanee and Kathaka Samhita along with some
portions of Atharva Veda. The 3T ’s of Vedas predominantly
possess the mixed style. The third chapter of Aithareya
Brahmana consisting of Harichandropakhyana, some of the
Upanishads like Katha, Prashna, Mundaka, the fifth chapter of
Shrimad Bhagavatha Purana, the fourth Amsha of Vishnu Purana,
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the Poushya Parva an integral part of Adi Parva of Mahabharatha,
a Buddhist text known as Jathakamala, Hitopadesha,
Panchatantra and so on has a combination of Prose and Poetry.
The mixed style can be noticed in some of the inscriptions like
Harishena Prashasti on Samudragupta dating back to 3rd
Century. This Prashasti commences with long metres like
Sragdhara, Shardulavikreedita wherein the glory of Samudra-
gupta is highlighted and the succeeding Prose Passage narrates
the world conquest tour undertaken by Samudragupta.

Poets are given the freedom of naming the divisions which
occur in the middle of the Champu such as &dh, 30d1H, 3TATH,
and so on. An exception to this could be seen in Vishwaguna-

darsha Champu of Venkatadhwari wherein the divisions
themselves would form the respective subject matter.

Champu can be broadly divided into four depending on their
source and subject matter:

1. Mythological or Historical themes could be the source like
Nala Champu, Varadambika Parinaya Champu and so on.

2. It could be purely imaginative as in case of Vikramasena
Champu.

3. It could be a narrative pertaining to important pilgrim
centres like Vishwagunadarsha Champu and so on.

4. It could be philosophical in its tone and tenor like
Tattvagunadarsha Champu and so on.

A Brief History of Champu Literature

Trivikrama Bhatta's Nala Champu is the earliest Champu work
available to us now. Simhadithya was also the name by which
Trivikrama Bhatta was known. He is also the author of Madalasa
Champu. Yashastilaka Champu of Somadeva belongs to the same
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Century. Somadeva belonged to Digambar Jain who was a Court
Poet of Arikesari I1I of Chalukyas who inturn was a contemporary
of Krishna hailing from Rashtrakutas. Emancipation is possible
only by following the basic tenets of Jains states Somadeva. The
theme of the Champu is the hardships experienced by king
Yashodhara in his earlier lives and ultimately getting
emancipation by following the tenets of Jainism. Jeevandhara
Champu was another notable work which was written during the
same time. Taking the clue from Uttarapurana of Gunabhadra, the
Jain Poet Harishchandra has penned this work. It narrates the
story of Jeevandharain eleven Lambakas.

Champuramayana of Bhoja is the most popular work among
the existing and extant Champu genre of Literature. Popularly
known as Ramayana Champu this work closely follows the
pattern of Valmiki Ramayanam in its content and division. The
work abounding in Vaidarbhi style is very attractive and popular
on account of its lucid and free flowing style with nicely balanced
words which at once creates a direct impact on the readers with
its gingling, rumbling and tingling words. The work belongs to
9th Century.

We do not know the real name of Abhinava Kalidasa who was
supposed to be a Court Poet of king Rajashekhara who ruled in
South India. His work Bhagavata Champu has derived inspiration
from Srimad Bhagavatham.

Soddala's Udayasundarikatha very reverentially takes the
names of Kalidasa, Bana, Vakpatiraja and so on and hence he
must have derived inspiration from them.

Anantha Bhatta has composed Champu Bharatha in 12
Sthabaka's having derived inspiration from Mahabharatha the
veritable source of inspiration. It is written in an obstruse and
pedantic style wherein the scholastic profoundity scores over the
melody and rhyme, the hallmark of Champu Ramayanam.
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Virupaksha Vasantotsava Champu is a historical Champu
composed by Ahobalasuri who flourished in 14th Century. It has
a graphic portrayal of the celebrations of the car festival to Lord
Virupaksha of Hampi.

Anandavrindavana Champu is the 15th Century celebrated
work of Paramananda who had the title Kavikarnapoora on
account of his total mastery over Poetic diction. Divided into 22
divisions called Sthabaka the work picturesquely portrays the
childhood pranks of Lord Krishna.

15th and 16thh Centuries produced many biographies in
Champu Style. Foremost among them were written by
Tirumalamba who has graphically portrayed the greatness of
Achutaraya's regime who ruled Vijayanagar and who was her
husband. Somanatha the Court Poet of Krishnadevaraya has
depicted the life and achievements of Vyasatheertha as Vyasayogi
Charitham. Ramanujacharya a Poet of 16th Century has depicted
thelife of the great Acharya Ramanuja in his Ramanuja Champu.

Neelakantavijaya Champu of Nilakantha Deekshitha is a
noteworthy work of 17th Century. Nilakanta Deekshitha was a
great Shaivite who belonged to the illustrious family of Appayya
Deekshitha and credited with many works. His command over
Vakrokthi and Vyakarana is admirable and his style is very
dignified and scholastic.

Vishwagunadarsha Champu of Venkatadhwari is another
important work of this Century. Venkatadhwari is also credited
with 3 other Champu’s like Varadabhyudaya Champu, Uttara
Champu and Shrinivasa Champu. Varadaraja the presiding deity
of Kanchi is the subject matter of Varadabhyudaya Champu.
Uttara Champu derives its inspiration from Uttarakanda of
Ramayanam. Shrinivasa Champu vividly portrays the greatness
of Lord Shrinivasa the presiding deity of Tirumala.




The art of Champu is not lagging behind even in 20th Century
which removes the misconception that we have to merely gloat
over the past. 20th Century Champu works presents wide variety
of approaches and both qualitatively and quantitatively
represent a massive and impressive contribution. The following
Champu's could be mentioned in passing which have been
written in the past 50 years:

ToRAATA]: of By Grammersmedt (1968), sfada<=mg: of
%ﬂﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁﬁw (1968), HARHATTATITT: of FWIAH
(1976), %ﬁmaﬂwa%ﬁﬂ@m?ﬂaﬂm of Teaq g Tud~gram:
(1977), ot fEEreEfEToFaRasETmT; of yTSiATITER:
Terfel  (1982), WEGHH: of HAAe fagetioream:  (1989),
drefusTomy:, umEeIeR:  and  ORgIrElGOR]:  of
HfSST Y, SRHea: of 3NAY LHIMT, TS gageaan:
of?@"é’&ﬁﬂﬁandsoon.

Pancha Champukavyas

Champu Ramayanam of Bhoja, Champu Bharatham of
Anantha-bhatta, Neelkanthavijaya Champu of Neelakantha
Deekshitha, Vishwagunadarsha Champu of Venkatadhwari, and
Nala Champu of Thrivikramabhatta form the five great Champus.

Champu Ramayanam

Having derived inspiration from the Adikavya of Valmiki, viz.,
Valmiki Ramayanam, this work of Bhoja has emerged. It follows
the pattern of Valmiki Ramayanam as each division is known as
Kanda. The style of the Poet is lucid and attractive. Prasada Guna
and Vaidarbhee Style has been uniformly followed here. The most
important commentators on this work are Narayana,
Ramachandra, Kameshwara, Manadeva and Ghanashyama. Bhoja
seems to have written this work upto Sundarakanda from
Balakanda.
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The command of the Poet over alliteration could be noticed in
the 21stverse of Ayodhyakanda.

JaraEatie Fferady Toar
FIISARAGHEAT T T T |
TATIATCA ST @ HeT
TS 7§ TeaH |l

The description that the bark garments of Rama became wet and
sanctified on account of the tears of Sita when the former was
departing to the forestis very attractive:

37T TYFHATT FETATIIIT—
Furad aiemT e FET |
e aae ae T TaTs T AT -
TOAEIHE dodhet GEA 11 (2.38)

When Sita started moving towards the forest being
accompanied by Rama, having abandoned Ayodhya suggestively
indicates all the future events which are going to follow:

TT FUT TSt e Hiar Aty |
qAT TATSSATAT T T gl o TerETSTeredt: 1 (2.43)

Bhoja is an adept even in writing Prose Passages wherein one
can notice the sound echoing the sense which is the hallmark of
the style of pre raphaelitic Poets in English Literature like Donate
Gabriel Rossetti and others. The following passage could be taken
asapointerinthatdirection:

TERTCETH & 8T o UTe = — S TS &TRTO 21T — ROTH ST & — FTT o
TgTeuRfessaRid 2o S SHrRed R aeaer
T STEAFTH IR oRETeTem - AT - "eredrd
frsnfrrgawgwfagafaemif |




wherein the harsh syllables indicate the cruelty of
Parashurama and the soft syllables indicate the soft delicate
nature of Rama. The lucid and racy style of the Poet could be seen
in Balakanda itself, wherein we have the adoration of the Lord :

ARG AfH—d =g
AT AeTaferldwary |
ﬂlﬂl‘d(l‘d(lraﬁllqch\l'l'ﬂafel—

TTigeE GENE T T 1l (1.16)

Timely proverbsalso catch our attention in Champu Ramayanam.

1. efitremmymafa & gitTgm? (2.6)

2. Hhonfd WHUIH FAAT TR 1 (2.15)

3. Sfeifufifa s wfge=r 1 am (2.19)

4. Tt TTHHEIIE A8+ TgahTaedial (2.23)
5. GATAfE e giere:l (2.31)

Champu Bharatham

Chmpu Bharatham by Anantha Bhatta is an inspiration from
Mahabharatha of Vyasa in keeping with the statement 3
T'lﬂ?\‘:l’qLH:" The story of Mahabharatha is delineated in 12

Stabaka’s, 1041 Verses and more than 200 Prose Passages in this
work in a dignified and majestic style. The language of the Poet is
terse, coupled with strange and unusual imaginations which
could be seenin the very first verse of the third Stabaka:

gferear ararser gTastr g grem 99 qelrd: |
TR Y WY U Fdt Wueazeyay |

The lulling alliteration could be visualised on the letter ‘Off” in
the following verse wherein the agitated antelopes are gazing in
different directions of the river the Yamuna in spate, when the
kingisaboutto release his shaft on them:




efiuftadt Heane Ufdgsrard

ot aftqariErg e |

@ﬁwﬁ TATATSTAHT

évﬁfm@a?ﬁﬁﬁ%r e

Anicealliteration could be seen here:

AT T oh EACET HIT HT - T ool oo — 3 eT3TeaueeTd
T er(tr fiatear T wagHteTs faaaq: |

Neelakantavijaya Champu

Neelakantavijaya Champu in 5 Ashwasa’s describes the
popular mythological story of Churning of the Ocean. Deekshitha
is an adept in the usage of @I and hence the statement

‘AU TohIfh: AT GREgHAAHT” is very popular. In fact, the

Poet commences the work with his characteristicashifh -

g afesdendd &9 & 75 Head |
fa Tmfafaft samaer g sf o

The verse discloses the grand synthesis behind all men and
women through the conception of Ardhanarishvara as the
highest God.

Grand procession of Devendra, the curse of Sage Doorvasa, battle
of Celestials and Demons, the dialogue between Bruhaspati and
Shukra, the narration of Vaikuntha, the severety of Poison, Lord
Shiva consuming the Poison and the emergence of Nectar have
been graphically portrayed here. Satire is the forte of the Poet and
this has been exclusively depicted in Kalividambana by the Poet.

Neelakanta Deekshitha was an adept in ST {UTH, H}I’ﬁ'ﬂﬂ"{:ﬂ,
FAHET coupled with his unparalleled devotion towards Lord
Shiva as could be gleaned here:

e HET FORARR HAEd G |
TTeT: FHIEYAY Ueshie! b G ||




T SR W e 7w a9 |
qMag FeAfd ar 7 a1 dgun = HHEE |

Neelakanta Deekshitha carved a niche for himself by
composing different works on Lord Shiva in different genres like
Shivaleelarnavam, Gangavataranam, Shivatattvarahasyam,
Shivotkarshamanjari and so on, wherein the common factor is his
unflinching devotion towards Lord Shiva.

Vishwagunadarsha Champu

This work of Venkatadhwari is novel from the point of view of
its subject matter as well as delineation. The geographical
regions of the country have been graphically portrayed here. The
cultural ethos of our country from Badari to Kanchi is nicely
depicted here. Krushanu and Vishwavasu are the two
Gandharvas who perceive the happenings of the world through
their aerial survey and take negative as well as positive stand
respectivelyin all the 53 descriptions.

e egear Haf e
FF farEagamEd TEg™ T =99 |
FAH I u‘fmﬁu-crn?r |
ﬁmﬂﬁwmmﬁﬂa?r [

This Champu in the form of narration reflects the Social,
Cultural and Religious Ethos of the Country belonging to 17th
Century.

The following verse may be cited from the point of view of
nicely balanced works:

FHATINCATTHTHT THoTaq BRI HICTHET T
T FH AT TG A AT & T |
g ZIUTahTT EasTehgar TeuTgarH]

ey yremaear Rfawefar Taar THam o




There is no division like Stabaka or Kanda here, but each
descriptionisadivision by itself. Excepting the grand narration of
river Kaveri in Prose. Poetry outshines the Prose here. Though
there is no succession of events, it still has a glamour of its own.

Nice proverbs are also notlagging behind here -

1. M GEMURY URATT S4: @l a1 JarIE ?
2. Tt AfE o Sugdeerad we)
3. wF Rwafisfd wet wrdgest~ fFam and so on.

Though Venkatadhwari is credited with other Champu's like
Hasthigiri Champu, Varadabhyudaya Champu, Uttara Ramayana
Champu, it is Vishwagunadarsha Champu, which has firmly
established Venkatadhwari as a Writer of eminence and
erudition.

Nala Champu

This is the first available Champu among the galaxy of
Champu's composed by Trivikrama Bhatta for which the episode
of Naladamayanthi Katha (Nalopakhyana) of Vanaparva of
Mahabharatha is the basis. The style of Trivikrama reminds us of
the style of Subandhu and Bana the celebrated Prose Writers.
Shlesha is the forte of the Poet and he is known to use different
nouns and adverbs in different unusual combinations as he has
total mastery over them.

Just as the arrow when released reaches its target, so should
the Poetic Composition reach the hearts of the Poetic
Connoisseur states Trivikrama Bhatta.

foh T AT o HUST e |

T ged @ T quiafd afesT: o

Incapable of Poetic talent such immature Poets are no better than
urchins states Trivikrama Bhatta.
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Poet’s mastery over Shlesha could be noticed here in the
following Prose:

T I[ER SAfd T T e, 7 HAfT iy T o T (o)
o, I O TWId AW T WOAl, I 9 A @ENy g

TATIREAT 7 #IUT&T and so on.

Trivikrama very reverentially takes the names of Vyasa and
Bana whereas Bhoja in his Saraswathikantabharana has
remembered Trivikrama with reverence. Nala Champu has been
commented by Chandapala, Gunavinayagani, Damodara Bhatta,
Nagadeva and others.

Trivikrama calls Nalachampu as Damayanti Katha and at the
end of every Uchchwasa of this work the word Haricharanasaroja
occurs as a constant refrain on par with Lakshyanka of
Kiratarjuneeya and Tryanka of Magha.

The following verse which eulogises Ramayanam is very
charming:

et fRefer gEuf gawe |
TEEAE FHel AT T TUEON HAT || (FAT: — 1.11)

[ offer my salutations to the author of Ramayanam. Though
the work depicts the demon Dooshana it is without Dosha,
though it narrates the bad deeds of Khara, still it is tender. The
verse hasanice Virodhabhasa Alankara.

e\

o~
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Generally it is taken that king Bhoja is the author of Champu
Ramayanam or Ramayana Champu. Some critics are of the
opinion that the author of Shringaraprakasha the King of
Malava is different from Bhoja the Author of Champu
Ramayanam.

The reason behind this conclusion is that, at the end of
Shringaraprakasha we have the statement “Sfa st HeRI=TTeR=

AreeIfoRfed...” whereas at the end of Champu Ramayanam,
we have the statement as “sSfad sff frerstfoRfT...”

Lakshmanasuri the Author of Yuddhakanda has clarified that
the Author of Champu Ramayanam is none other than Bhoja,
the King of Vidarbha. Since we don't have enough proofto state
that the Bhoja the king of Malava was an able ruler, a Poetic
Connoisseur and an Eminent Poet we can conclude that
Vidarbha Bhoja is Malava Bhoja. If one sees the Vaidarbhee
Style used in Champu Ramayanam one may conclude that he
himselfhas acclaimed as Vaidarbheeraja on himself.

Date

Fixing up date and time is difficult proposition in Samskrit
Literature for anyone. Still on account of following reasons we
can state that Bhojalived in 11th Century.

Bhoja quotes the name Rajashekara the 10th Century
Rhetorician in his Works. In one of the verses he has quoted the
name of Vakpatiraja. Rajamrganka one of the Works of Bhoja
mentions that he ruled in 1047 A.D. It is also believed that
Bhoja used to fight the war with Jayasimha the third of
Chalukyas between 1011 and 1019. With these evidences, we
can state that Bhojamusthave lived in 11th Century.
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Life

Bhojathe son of Sindhula was a celebrated ruler of the Dynasty
of Paramaras. He seems to have ascended the throne in 1010
andruled for 55 years.

ces o\
USRI TN O AT foA=aT |
ST Wihed: ETer ey ||

Ballalasena in his work Bhojaprabandha has narrated an
interesting Story regarding Bhoja. According to this version,
Bhoja seems to have lost his father in his infancy and must
have been in the care of his uncle Munja wherein he had
mastered different branches of learning and was very popular.
Unable to tolerate the popularity of his nephew, Munja told his
subordinate Vatsaraja to kill Bhoja. But, Vatsa protected Bhoja
in his house and displayed a artificial head of Bhoja which was
smeared with blood as proof of Bhoja's death and gave him a
letter which was written by Bhoja. Having read the letter,
Munja was full of remorse and having handed over the
Kingdom to Bhoja departed to the Forest.

Works of Bhoja

Bhoja's Scholarship over various branches of learning could be
gleaned here with the statement of Chandraprabhasuri's
Prabhavakacharita:

OISR B3 Tadd |

et 2 Arerandizn fageswizRm: |

A GSET T2 AT |
Ffdrear Tsafesr= 97 aregean™ =

MGG TRATHT TS HE |
faepfd =maaere sref3me Hamrerr |
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A reputed commentator on Bhoja's Saraswatikanthabharana
has given an account of Eighty Four Works having been written
by Bhoja and he seems to have given names to the Work based
ontitles and encomiums bestowed on him:

gz o ReRrwt-ffaateatan-garsmi-rees -
ISTCUS IR AT o — T R el — e U ahTiR T — T =TS
STt |

Bhoja seems to have been a Prolific Writer with multifaceted
genius who has composed Works pertaining to Jyotisha,
Kosha, Yoga, Vedanta, Ayurveda, Dharamashastra, Vyakarana,
Vastuvidya, Shaivadarshana, Kavya, Subhashita etc. The
following works may be mentioned just to illustrate the point.

% IS - Sy, TSy, Esacery:
and so on.

R, AMT/de: — ATHATCIE, A (connected to

TaA TGO, ASTHA0S:
3. Igde: - gdegda:, fasnffeenfase:

¥, I - FaEREYwd:, aEedn

L. HAlcpUH — el ATHAY, H{{-er]doudl‘i{UIH\
€ TEQOET - FETGURAEN:

9. Y - TRy, e

¢.  guaye=n: - fEErEgTe:

A o
<. RNAGRATH — dcdUhIRA:

R0, INAFTRMNEAH — AFYH:




Shringaraprakasha a Work on Alankara Shastram is
Encyclopaedic in nature with 36 Prakarana's and is a
connecting link between Natyashastram and Alankara
Shastram. Dr. V. Raghavan Former Professor of Samskrit,
recipient of the titles and awards like Padma Bhushana, Kavi
Kokila and others has written his Doctoral Dissertation on
Shringara Prakasha. Shringara is the only Rasa according to
this Work and hence the title Shringara Prakashais relevant.

D S —

Summary of Balakanda

Maharshi Valmiki, a Sage living on the Bank of River Tamasa,
chances upon a scene, where one of the Krouncha Pair (Bird
Variety) is killed by a Hunter. Valmiki is disturbed to the extent
that unknowingly he curses the Hunter. The curse, expressed in
the form of verse (gave birth to Classical Samskrit Literature)
astounded the Sage himself. At the behest of Brahma, Narada
advices the sage to write the story of Rama in the same Metre,
that was a base for the verse. Valmiki, narrates the Story to Kusa
and Lavawho in turn sing the same in the presence of Rama.

Dasaratha, King of Ayodhya is issueless. He performs
Putrakamesti Sacrifice, with Sage Rishyashrunga officiating the
same to begetsons.

In the meanwhile, harassed by powerful Ravana, Celestials seek
the help of Lord Visnu. Lord Visnu appears on the earth, as the
son of Dasaratha and Kausalya. Rama has Laksmana, Bharatha
and Shatrugna as his younger brothers. Once Sage Vishwamitra
visits Ayodhya to request King Dasaratha to permit Rama to
accompany the Sage and destroy Demoness Tataka. Rama and
Laksmana reach the Hermitage of Sage Vishwamitra. Rama Kkills
Demoness. Accompanied by Sage Vishwamitra, Rama goes to
Mithila, the Capital of Videha King Janaka. Rama breaks Lord
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Siva's Bow and marries Siti, Daughter of Janaka. While
returning to Ayodhya with his family, Rama meets Parasurama.
Rama puts an end to the pride of Parasurama. Dasaratha, enters
his Capital City with his Sons and their Wives.

This story of Balakanda is contextually interspersed with
Stories of Bali, Birth of Karthikeya, Descent of Ganga to Earth,
Kausika elevated to the status of Brahmarshi, Liberation of
Ahalya, etc.

D S —

Various Descriptive Portions Interspersed
in Balakanda Sangraha

Obeisance to Heramba Ganapathi
Praise of the Champu Kavyam
Greatness of Valmiki Maharshi & Prologue of Balakanda
Description of Lava and Kusha
The Story of Shri Rama begins
Delineation of Mahavishnu
The petition of all the Celestials to Lord Vishnu
Lord Vishnu's reply to the Celestials
The Story of Shri Rama’s Birth
Arrival of Maharshi Vishwamitra
Departure of Shri Rama & Lakshmana along with Maharshi Vishwamitra
Destruction of the Demoness Tataka
Protection of the Yaaga (Sacrifice) of Maharshi Vishwamitra by Rama
The Story of the Origin of Koushika
The Origin of Ganga and Birth of Kumara Subrahmanya
The Story of the descent of Ganga
Description of Ganga and Bhagavan Gangadhara
The Story of Vishaala City
Freedom of Ahalya from her Sins
The Story of Maharshi Vishwamitra
Auspicious Beginnings of Sita's Marriage
Marriage of Sita and Rama
Arrival of Parashurama
Conclusion of Balakanda
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SHRI BHOJARAJA VIRACHITA

CHAMPU RAMAYANAM
(BALAKANDA SANGRAHA)

English Translation
(Obeisance to Heramba Ganapathi)

Poem 1 : May the pair of feet of Heramba (Ganapathi) confer on
us wealth continually without looking for anything else; - the
pair (of feet) which is the sprout at the top of the tree of Veda,
whichis docile in robbing the lotus of its splendour, and which is
the pre-eminent thunder-bolt to cleave the mountains of
obstacles.

(Praise of the Champu Kavyam)

Poem 2 : Surely a good statement in verse mixed up with the
sweet essence of a Prose composition is delightful like vocal
music accompanied by instrumental notes. Therefore let my
tongue produce the composition of a Champu work for the
delight of those who find pleasure in the styles of Poets.

(Greatness of Valmiki Maharshi & Prologue of Balakanda)

Poem 3 : [ will somehow accord satisfaction to the wise now
through (some) bits of the glory of the best of Raghus sung by
Valmiki. Will not man accord on this Earth satisfaction
(libations) to the manes with the waters of the Ganges got by the
efforts of Bhagiratha.

Poem 4 :That divine son of Prachetas (i.e., Valmiki), the first
among the eloquent Poets, having listened to the speech of
Narada, went, for performing the Madhyanhika, to the holy river
Tamasa which is worthy of being resorted to by great Sages and
whichis the dispeller ofignorance.




Prose 1: There, from the lotus-like mouth of the divine Valmiki
who was moved with compassion (on) observing one (male
bird) out of a pair of Krauncha birds, being hit by a hunter
although it was already smitten with love, a certain metrical
utterance issued forth as follows —

(Apparent Meaning)

Oh hunter! may you not have life for endless years, as you
have killed the love-smitten one out of the pair of Krauncha
birds.

(Real Meaning)

Poem 5 : Oh Rama (Shri-nivasa)! may You attain permanence
for endless years as you have killed the one (Ravana) deluded by
love out of the Rakshasa couple (Ravana and Mandodari).

Prose 2 : Then, after having finished the duty proper for the
occasion, when the divine Valmiki went to his hermitage, —

Poem 6 : The lotus-born Brahma, whose creative power
appears like a bundle of pea-cock feathers that brings about
magical feats under the pretext of the creation of more than one
kind, appeared there as if intolerant of Saraswati's wantonness
attending elsewhere.

Prose 3 : Brahma, who was then worshipped in the prescribed
form by the great Sage with excessive delight, disappeared after
having uttered the words - 'Let the story of Rama, as it was heard
by you (from Narada), be told in detail, in this (very metrical
form of) speech which is attending just on you in order to bring
outits own movementeven on the Earth!

Poem 7 : Then, at the behest of Brahma, the great Sage
(Valmiki), a seer of the styles of nectareous words, composed
the auspicious and sweet poem named Ramayana, having
beheld with his inward vision the whole story of Rama as if it
were ajujube fruit on the palm.




Prose 4 : While the divine Valmiki was absorbed in the thought
viz.,'Who is the person competent to recite this composition?’

(Description of Lava and Kusha)

Poem 8 : There came two songsters bearing the names Kusha
and Lava, in whom mutual resemblance met, who were very
learned, who were gifted with a voice delightful to hear, who
were wise and who were endowed with several royal marks.

Prose 5: Having accepted these two, the Sage made them recite
his work. Rama, seeing them both singing here and there, was
delighted at heart; (and) having brought them to his palace,
(himself being) surrounded by brothers, employed them to sing
his own story. And then,

Poem 9 : These two boys, pupils of (Valmiki) the best of Sages
who was the abode of metrical speech, began in the proper way
to sing the story of Rama.

(The Story of Shri Rama begins)

Poem 10 : In the country of Kosala which accorded joy to the
eyes of men, there was an excellent City Ayodhya by name, which
belonged to the kings of the Raghu Dynasty by whose mere
command the Danavas were scared away.

Poem 11 :In that City dwelt Dasharatha to whom was assigned
one half of his own seat by (the very) Indra saluted by Celestials,
and whose residence was made fragrant with the essence of the
wreaths of Mandara flowers won (by him) in the Heaven on the
occasions of (his) victory over the foes of Indra.

Prose 6 : Then, when this Dasharatha whose mind was worried
on account of his being childless was, in consultation with his
ministers, arranging for a Ashwamedha Yaga Horse-Sacrifice in
order to get a son, Sumantra was delighted in mind; (and) he




related to that Dasharatha an earlier incident told by
Sanatkumara thus — 'There will be the birth of sons by the
favour of the great Sage Rishya Shrunga, son of Vibhandaka, who
was able to remove the drought that had come upon the Anga
Country'.

Prose 7 : He (Dasharatha), who was appeased of his mental
worry by the words of Sumantra got there that Sage who was the
husband of Shantha (the daughter of his own friend Romapada,
King of Anga), performed the Horse-Sacrifice advised by
Vasistha on the banks of the Sarayu River and began to observe
the Putria-Ishtithere, in the prescribed manner.

Prose 8: Then all the hosts of Celestials headed by Indra who
had alighted upon the Earth to accept their sacrificial share,
having related to Brahma the scorching of the heat of the
summer which was in the form of the valour of the ten headed
Ravana, and having realised that only Vishnu who bears the
Sharnga bow was their saviour, arrived at the Milky Ocean
(along with Brahma) declaring his Vishnu’s praises in various
ways.

(Delineation of Mahavishnu)

Poem 12 : The group of Celestials beheld the dark cloud named
Vaikuntha, which held the water of compassion, which would
remove the suffering of all the worlds, which was beautiful with
the Sharnga bow, which glittered with the lightning of Lakshmi,
the body of which was of the same colour as of a bunch of Atasi
blossoms, and which was the saviour of the Chatakas (a varity of
Bird) inthe form of the minds of the Sage-folk.

Poem 13 : (The retinue of the Celestials saw Vishnu) who was
deeply interested in (putting on) the form of a Lion associated
with the body of a Man in order to break simultaneously the




unbounded suffering of Prahlada, the pride of the Daitya Class,
the Pillar, and the Chest of the Enemy; - which (form) had the
(seven) Worlds revealed by the lustrous light of its teeth and was
therefore beheld by all persons.

Poem 14 : Salutation to that Supreme Being Narayana who is
endowed with eyes as long as lotus-petals, who reduced the
glory of the great Bali to a mere name, and whose navel is the
birth-place of the creator of the various stationary and moving
beings.

Prose 9 : The lotus-eyed Vishnu, with the series of rays of his
eyes that had robbed the extremely red lotuses of their beauty,
gladdening all these Celestials headed by Indra who had stood
up after having saluted him thus and had rendered the horizons
resound with the sounds of his praise, spoke out clearly —

Poem 15 : Oh Celestials! Are you doing well! Welcome to you
now. Has the sportiveness of the thunder-bolt of Indra put down
the mischievous ways of the Danavas ? Are the policies devised
by the intellect of Bruhaspati proving fit in the task of protecting
(Amaravati) the City of Celestials?

(The petition of all the Celestials to Lord Vishnu)

Prose 10 : That assembly of Celestials, whose desires were
fulfilled on hearing such a speech of the Lord which began with
an enquiry after their well-being and which was as sweet as a
nectareous shower, submitted to that Supreme Being -

O Lord! how could any thing unhappy befall us who have
been supported by you? But, —

Poem 16 : There is the capital of the Demon King, which is called
Lanka, which cannot be surpassed even by Celestials who are
known for their excellent riches and which with the shoots of




the lustre issuing from its emerald mansions, has been
according to the three lights (Sun, Moon and Fire) the state of a
lamp during day-time.

Poem 17 : AKing named Ravana, who with his arms resembling
Sala Trees has conquered the Yaksha King Kubera and is the
ruler of the Demons whose playfulness has over-powered the
whole (World), has been ruling this Ancient City whose fort
walls are (built) after the manner of hills;

Poem 18 : The emperor of Demons obtained a boon, which can
not be got by others, by propitiating this lotus-born Brahma
with many penances, and by virtue of that boon is subjecting the
entire world to his own rule.

Prose 11 : On account of him, we are as if (his) dependents. For,
if he is accompanied by the women of his harem, should, on
some day having climbed up the sport hillock, move about on
foot, then even the thousand-rayed Sun, with his heat not given
out on account of fear that anger would come upon him, would
surely dwell on its slopes with (his) rays withdrawn. This Moon
also, by producing with the contract of his rays a continuous
pour of a shower of very clear water from the mouths of vessels
made of Moon-stone held in the hands of a row of statues of
crystal stone rivetted freshly to the tops of the very strange gold
pillars that were there when the ten-headed Ravana surrounded
by persons hurriedly bowing down to him proceeds towards the
bathing apartment to relieve himself of the fatigue of hunting,
will be the object for a moment of his twenty different glances
indicative of favour and covered since long even by Indra. The
breezes are unable to make even a gentle move apprehending
the danger of the dropping down of even ripe flowers of the
grove of heavenly trees such as the Mandara brought to his own




palace garden by Ravana, son of Pulastya, from the Nandana
garden of Indra and which (grove of trees) was with the water-
basins filled with the water flowing forth in a luke warm state
from the pairs of the night-lotuses in the form of the imprisoned
heavenly nymphs and from the gold vessels held in their lotus-
like hands. These fires too, such as Garhapatya, bearing the
name Hutavaha which would produce the doubts of its being
only a common name assume the charge of the kitchen in his
house. Why say much? Ravana, of this description, considering
that no disrespect would come from a man, having obtained
from the creator's boon invulnerability from all except men has
grown impudent now; (and) he, whose chest was made uneven
by the scars of wounds made by the spears in the form of the
tusks of the elephants guarding the horizons attacked during
fights, overpowering the three worlds just as a wild elephant
would overpower a land-lotus grove, does never, even slightly,
recognise us as related to you.”

(Lord Vishnu'’s reply to the Celestials)

Prose 12 : Then, having heard the speech of the whole host of
Celestials,-

Poem 19 : Madhusudana, whose smile was as white as the
Moon-light issuing from (behind) the top of the Indranila
Mountain, delivered the (following) speech which was an
ambrosial shower and (hence) sweet.

Prose 13 : 'It is possible to bring about now itself the death of
that demon who has been offending you. But, not rendering the
command of Brahma to become vain and in order also to fulfil
the desire of Dasharatha, — Indra's friend, — who has been
longing for sons on the Earth, [ myself, putting on a human form,
will kill him." Having said so, he disappeared.




Prose 14 : Then, that gathering of Celestials, with joy aroused,
realising by the declaration of Vishnu that the fourteen worlds
were freed from the ten-headed Ravana and had their sad plight
removed, dispersed from the Milky Ocean. Then, the Creator
said to those Celestials — 'For the help of Vishnu who is going to
be born (as Dasharatha's son on the Earth), you beget by young
women such as the Heavenly Nymphs off springs bearing the
forms of monkeys, boars, cow-tailed and yellow-faced apes of
well-known powers. Long back, you are aware, Jambavan was
born atthe time of my yawning.' Thereupon the Celestials did so.

(The Story of Shri Rama’s Birth)

Prose 15 : Thereafter, a certain person who was related to the
Creator, having arisen from the sacrificial fire together with a
gold vessel, handed over a nectareus preparation of cooked rice,
milk and sugar (Payasa) to Dasharatha who was (performing the
Putri-ishti) longing for children.

Poem 20 : The King first gave half of (that) Payasa to Kausalya
and offered the other half, sweet with love, to the daughter of the
King of the Kekayas. These two queens, taking into account the
feeling of their Lord disturbed in his mind, themselves made
Sumitra gratified of her desire, by each (offering) half of their
own (share) to her.

Poem 21 : When the ablution concluding the sacrifice was over
and when people moved away leisurely from the bank of the
Sarayu River, Dasharatha with his desire fulfilled, went (back) to
his Capital which was like the Capital of Indra.

Poem 22 : In the case of the Queens who were with a lovely
lustre just on account of the excessive dullness of the slender
limbs, there appeared marks of pregnancy with the gradual
laying aside of ornaments.




Then, -

Poem 23 : When five planets were in exaltation, when Jupiter
was in conjunction with the Moon, on the Ninth Day (of the
brighter half of the month), in the Karkataka Lagna associated
with the Punarvasu Star, the Sun being in Mesha, an
indescribable great lustre never seen before became revealed
out of the holy fire-producer, namely Ayodhya, in order to burn
away completely all the (palasha) sticks, namely, the Demons.

And,

Poem 24 : Then, Vishnu, sweetening the words of the Poet
Valmiki with the name of Rama, kindly adorned the dynasty of
the Raghus.

Poem 25 : Three (others), whose lustre was like those of the
three fires, were born following him; they resembled him, who
was born fore-most, in all his various extraordinary qualities.

Poem 26 : Among them was Kaikeyi's son Bharata, resplendant
with modesty. The other two, Lakshmana and Shatrughna, were
born of Sumitra.

Poem 27 : These heroes grew like the four arms, dedicated to
the protection of the Brahmins (or Vedas), of Mukunda who
gladdens the worlds.

(Arrival of Maharshi Vishwamitra)

Prose 16 : Then, one day, Dasaratha, whose chariot used to be
surrounded by the armies of the Celestials who had run away in
fear on account of the assault of the demon forces excited in the
fight which was terrible with unimaginable fraud, beheld
Kushika's son Vishvamitra who was the abode of the wonders
arising from penance; who was the divine Sage making




Trishanku perform a sacrifice; who, like a composition in verse,
showed a different creation (produced different cantos); who,
like the Prakrit Grammar, made manifest the change of [(1)
caste (2) letter] and who, like Budha, son of the Moon, was a
Soma-Sacrificer.

Prose 17 : Then, by that revered son of Gadhi, Vishvamitra,
whose heart was unfathomable, whose greatness was
immeasurable, and who was accorded a worship in the
prescribed manner, - he was requested for the protection of (his)
sacrifice thus - "Oh King! [ desire to have the ablution concluding
the sacrifice after overcoming the obstacles from Demons, the
protection of the sacrifice being made by your son Rama,
charming with modesty, attended on by only Lakshmana and
assisted by hisbow."

Prose 18 : Having heard this utterance of the great Sage, which
was harsh to the ear, Kausalya's Husband had his mind pierced
by a dart, on account of his excessive affection for his son. Then,
as the revered Vishvamitra was with a determination which
could not be changed at all by various means, Dasaratha was
addressed by his priest (Vasistha), the well- wisher of the Solar
Race thus -

Poem 28 :'May you do honour to this Kushika's son of abundant
fortune. Let Rama go together with Laksmana, in order to render
the Earth free of Demons.

Prose 19 : Thus, having been encouraged by Vasistha,
Dasaratha fulfilled that very desire of Kushika's son by offering
him his son.

(Departure of Shri Rama & Lakshmana along with
Maharshi Vishwamitra)

Poem 29 : That Rama, who is attainable through yoga to men
whose minds are removed from family bonds, went following
Kaushika atthe command of his father.




Poem 30 : Then, that great Sage Vishvamitra, taking with him
Ramaaccompanied by Laksmana to protect his sacrifice, said -

Poem 31 : 'Oh Kakutstha! there are with me two (powers)
named Bala and Atibala obtained through the power of
penances; | offer those two powers to you.

Prose 20 : Then, the revered Sage, having shown a certain spot
to Rama who had achieved those powers, said thus-

Poem 32 : Formerly, here Manmatha gave up his body having all
at once attained the state of a moth in the fire of the eye on the
fore-head region of Lord Shiva, the destroyer of Tripura;
therefore (archeologists) know this country as Anga.

Prose 21 : Then, after crossing the Sarayu River originating
from the Manasa Lake, when the two sons of Dasaratha had
arrived at the border of the two countries named Malada and
Karusha which had obtained the stain of having washed Indra's
greatsin of killing Vritra, he again spoke thus, -

(Destruction of the Demoness Tataka)

Poem 33 : "Suketu, a Yaksha, got by a boon from Brahma a
certain daughter named Tataka. It is said that Sunda, having
married her, begot the wicked Maricha.

Prose 22 : Once, when Sunda was killed, Maricha having
attacked the pitcher-born Sage Agastya, got the state ofa Demon
by his curse. Tataka, too, became a Man-Eater. She, of such
description and of valour equivalent to that of a thousand
elephants granted (to her) by Brahma, and who has been
bringing about a calamity on this land with the help of her son,
must be killed by you". Rama, on hearing that, entertained a
hesitation to kill a woman. But quoting (the instances of)




Virochana's daughter, Manthara, adept in offending the Earth,
slain by Indra and Bhargava's Mother slain by Vishnu, he
removed the great hesitation of Rama for slaying Tataka,
Sunda's wife.

Poem 34 : The slaying of Sunda's wife was promised by him of
well-known conduct. His bow repeated the same, under the plea
ofthe twang of its string.

Poem 35 : Then the roar of Tataka entered the ears of Rama; in
the same way, the string of his bow also entered at once (his ear
region) with the desire to kill her.

Poem 36 : Then Tataka made her own life be the (invigorating)
drink of a Hero in respect of Rama's bow which was cherishing
greatinterestin the war to come up.

Poem 37 : To that destroyer of Tataka the Sage gave the missiles
such as Jrumbhaka known first to Nrushashva, at the command
of Indra.

Prose 23 : There, showing him a spot which obscured even the
Brahma-Loka, (the Sage) said —

Poem 38 : "In this forest eagerly resorted to every day by the
virtuous Brahmin Sages who are devoted to Brahma and whose
family worries are ended. Vamana, as a religious student
engaged in offering worship to deities and observing vows,
moved about for subduing Bali.

Poem 39: Such a greatlength of journey became shortas it were
to the two sons of Dasaratha who were walking in such amanner
as the hardship of the forest track disappeared on account of the
holy stories, told by Vishvamitra, which were of different
sentiments and sweetto the ear.
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(Protection of the Yaaga (Sacrifice) of Maharshi
Vishwamitra by Rama)

Prose 24 : Then, having entered the Siddhashrama, Vishvamitra
began the sacrifice. After that, the pupils of Vishvamitra, running
away with the Samit and Kushas dropping down from their
hands on seeing that host of Demons terrible like an army of
death attacking them from the void region of the sky, submitted
to Rama who hurriedly took to fight.

Poem 40 : Having pulled out the peaks of the mountain, having
dropped them down all around, having laughed aloud, having
clapped the hands out of anger, having stood here and there,
having repeatedly danced, having sprinkled the Earth with
blood, having tied up their hairs with the garlands made of
entrails, and having scorched those who move in the air with
their sight, the Demons who resembled fire covered the cavity of
the sky.

On that occasion,

Poem 41 : Asif out of the merit due to the contact of Vishvamitra
(son of Gadhi) who had entered into another (Brahmana) Varna,
Rama, who was fit to hold Pippla stick by virtue of his being a
Kshatriya, had his hand interested in (1) the Palasha Stick and
(2) inflicting punishment on the flesh-eating Demons.

Poem 42 : The base-minded Maricha, after putting up a fight,
having been thrown off in a minute by an arrow of Rama and
having his body sunk out of fear in the midst of the ocean bore a
form notdifferent from that ofaman bornin water.

Poem 43 : Subahu, who was not liked by the Sages and had
grown furious in the battle, was made a guest of the God of
Death by being cutinto pieces by Rama's arrow.
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Poem 44 : Then, the obstacles in the way of the sacrifice having
been removed by the destruction of the Demons, the Sage, after
completing the concluding rite which was pleasing to all,
thought of uniting Rama who was already united with the
Lakshmi (i.e. glory of victory) in the battle, with his own
(spouse) Lakshmi (Sita) who was (then) in a form thathad come
up during (Janaka's) sacrifice.

(The Story of the Origin of Koushika)

Prose 25 : Then, Vishvamitra who set out for Mithila, spoke thus
to Rama - "Formerly, the royal Sage Kusha by name, son of the
lotus-seated (Brahma), was the father of four sons, Kushamba
etc, who were founders of the cities named Kaushambi,
Mahodaya, Dharmaranya and Girivraja. Kushanabha (one of
them) begot a hundred daughters by Ghrutachi. The Wind God
Pavamana desired those maidens who were in the prime of
youth, but, on account of (their) declining (his request), getting
angry, he brought about crookedness on their limbs. Then,
Kushanabha, who came to know of this event felt that
forbearance was the only remedy to it and gave those girls were
given to King Brahmadatta, the Son of Chuti and Somada; and
after those Girls they came back to (their) natural state. Again,
desiring to get a son, Kushanabha, begot my father named Gadhi
of great worth, by the favour of his father. Thus, Rama, to whom
the successive periods of the night had become not long owing
to his listening to the story of the birth of Vishvamitra, having
performed the early morning rites in the (male) river bearing
the name Shona which was reddended by the eastern horizon of
a reddish colour charming and beautiful like cluster of the
bandhuka (Hybiscus) flowers, set out, along with the Sage who
(also) had attended to his duties, by the road leading to the
Ganges.
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Poem 45 : He (Rama) arrived at that river whose water was by
its very nature sanctifying, which accords the same delight as is
got by observing yogic vows, and which is referred to in the
Vedas, and thus is like (1) a cow whose milk is naturally pure
which accords delight to the bull and which is as good as the
vedic utterances; (2) like the Earth which is the sustainer of all
the naturally holy waters (or which contains the gems
(considered milky) that are by nature holy, which offers
pleasure to Vishnu and which is praised in the Veda; (3) like the
goddess of speech who is by nature pure and milky white, who
accords pleasure to Brahma and who is in the form of Veda,
Smriti etc.

Prose 26 : Then, to Rama who entertained a desire to listen to
the story of the Ganges, the holy Sage said this

(The Origin of Ganga and Birth of Kumara Subrahmanya)

Poem 46 : 'Formerly, there was a daughter named Manorama to
Sumeru. It was only with her that the Emperor of Mountains (i.e.
Himalaya) became a House-Holder.

Poem 47 : To her, there were two Daughters. One of them was
Mandakini (Ganga) ; the other was the Goddess (Gauri), the very
wife ofthe Moon-Crested (Lord Shiva).

Poem 48 : The Celestials, having obtained that river, led her to
the heavenly region; the Mountain (Himavan) gave Gauri who
was practising penance to the great God (Shiva).

Poem 49 : Persuaded by the Celestials, on beholding the semen
of the copulating Shiva and Parvati deposited on the Earth, Fire
tookitup.




Poem 50 : Then, being told by the Celestials, inclusive of
Brahma, who desired for a general to lead their army against
(Taraka), Fire cast at once the semen of Shiva into the
Ganges.

Poem 51 : She (Ganges) too, being unable to bear that semen
cast by Fire, and being exhausted, left it in a grove of reeds at a
wood adjoining the Himalaya.

Poem 52 : In that grove there arose suddenly a lustre which had
put on a six-fold lotus-face for the satisfaction of the six Krittikas
and thus had six mothers, and which was (due to be) the
dispeller of the darkness in the form of Taraka.

(The Story of the descent of Ganga)

Poem 53 : Listen, my boy, the triple nature of the river of the
Celestials as is said of the (Fire) deity partaking the prescribed
oblation in a sacrifice.

Poem 54 : Sagara, a King of the solar race, who had passed
the First (Brahmacharya) Ashrama by marrying Keshini and
Sumati, lived in Ayodhya City.

Poem 55 : He, desiring to get a son, practised penance with his
wives for a hundred years. Sage Bhrugu, pleased at heart,
granted him the wealth of children.

Poem 56 : One of his wives, Keshini, the princess of Vidarbha,
got a Son (named) Asamanja and the younger wife Sumathi got
Sixty Thousand Sons.

Poem 57 : He (Sagara), after abandoning Asamanja who was of
an unbecoming conduct, having commenced a Horse Sacrifice,
letloose the Horse.




s>

Poem 58: That Horse was stolen away by Indra who had
assumed the form of a Demon. There-upon, the Sons of Sumati
setoutto search that missing Horse.

Poem 59 : All those Sons of Sagara, digging the Earth along with
the Mountains (thereon), rendered the Serpent Region
dispelled of darkness by the rays of their nails.

Poem 60 : Those Heros attained a state similar to that of the
moth in the fire (of anger) of Kapila, which was ablaze with
penance and was removing heaps of darkness (ignorance).

Poem 61 : Then, Sagara said to Amshuman, son of Asamanja, -
May you complete the sacrifice by bringing (back) the Horse.

Poem 62 : He, having gone to that pit, seeing there his uncles
reduced to ashes, and moved to tears, while being desirous of
offering oblations to them, found the Horse.

Poem 63 : Their maternal uncle Garuda said to him there thus -
“0O long-lived one! bring Ganga here; she is to them the best
saviour.”

Poem 64 : Then, Sagara, who got his Horse, having heard the
news relating to his Sons, departed to Heaven after completing
the Sacrifice, out of grief due to the loss of Sons.

Poem 65 : Then, that Amshuman was governing the Kingdom
for along time; (then) having deposited the burden of the Earth
on Dilipa, he observed penance on the Himalaya.

Poem 66 : When Dilipa also departed to Heaven, Bhagiratha,
having heard the affairs (of Sagara's sons), thought of making
the Celestial River, a River of the Human World.

Poem 67 : Then, while Bhagiratha, having gone to Gokarna, was
observing penance, the Lord (Shiva), who is an abode of
compassion, agreed to bear the Divine River.




(Description of Ganga and Bhagavan Gangadhara)

Poem 68 : Who had put Aruna to trouble through the Sun's
Horses attracted by its waves; who made Indra feel worried in
searching for his own Elephant covered by its (white) foam;

Poem 69 : Whose drawing away with her the trees of the
Nandana Garden (of Indra), was inferable by means of the
visible tops of their branches, who had rendered the Sun
bewildered of his path in the sky which was a single sheet of
water;

Poem 70 : The Celestial River, not obtaining an exit from Shiva's
matted mass of hair, bore similarity with a thin particle of mist
adheringto the tip of (ablade of) grass.

Poem 71 : Bhagiratha, whose desire was impoverished by the
cruelty of fate, not seeing that river there, praised Shri
Parameshvara.

Poem 72 : Thrown off by Lord Shiva pleased by that praise,
Ganga, having become a river on seven streams, fell down of the
head of the Mountain (Himalaya) and into the Bindusaras (lake)
also.

Poem 73 : Of them, three (streams) flowed to the east and
(another) three to the west. The other one followed the path of
Bhagiratha engaged in thelibatory rites of his Fore- Fathers.

Poem 74 : Bhagirathi of this description covered completely the
Sacrificial Yard of Jahnu. He, having drunk her up and then being
pacified, lether through the outlet of his ear.

Poem 75 : By that River Jahnavi, Bhagiratha made his Fore-
Fathers attain heaven; and with his desire (thus) fulfilled came
(back) to his (Capital) City.
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(The Story of Vishaala City)

Prose 27 : Then, Rama who had heard the story of Bhagirathi,
having crossed that river and beholding the City Vishala, asked
Vishvamitra (Son of Gadhi) whose City it was ? He, on his part,
related thus - Formerly, when a quarrel ensued between the
Celestials and Demons for nectar, Vishnu exhibiting his Maya
which would tempt all, got the destruction of the Demons done
by Indra, the weilder of the thunder-bolt. Their mother, Diti, who
grew exceedingly angry, desirous of getting a Son who would kill
Indra, performed penance for a very long time at Kushaplava on
the advice of her husband Maricha. Indra, who was serving her
by fraud, after having entered into her belly observing her as
impure as she (once) lay asleep with her (unbraided) mass of
hair spread out (on that end of the bed), where the feet have to
rest, came out tearing the foetus in her womb into seven pieces.
Diti too, came to know of her Son (in the womb); (and) after
having got those Seven pieces converted into the Seven Winds
by Indra, she entered into Heaven.

Poem 76 : A certain King named Vishala was born at Alambusha
by Ikshvaku; (and) he built a City here, called Vishala after his
ownname.

Prose 28 : Then, the divine Vishvamitra, to whom a hospitable
reception was accorded by the King named Sumati residing
there, having passed the night there together with the princes,
set out to Mithila; (and) having shown (to them) the hermitage
of Gautama, the greatest among Sages of severe penances,
related thus the story pertaining to his wife. -

(Freedom of Ahalya from her Sins)

Poem 77 : Here came Indra, by a path trodden by unworthy
men, to the lawful wife of Gautama; and he (Gautama), in anger,
made his wife Ahalya invisible, and Indra such that he lost his
scrotum.




Poem 78 : You will be freed from (this) curse when Rama enters
this forest' - having thus said to his wife, Gautama departed to
Himalaya for (practising) penance.

Poem 79 : Therefore, let Gautama receive back this (Ahalya)
freed from sin - with these words Vishvamitra went with Rama
to his hermitage.

Poem 80 : For the great misery and happiness of this kind, in the
case of the lawful wife of Gautama, Rajas (1. the quality of rajas;
just 2. dust) alone was the cause; for by the quality of rajas, she
got a changed form and by the dust of Rama's feet, she regained
her original form.

Prose 29 : Vishvamitra, together with the princes, having
received there the hospitable reception accorded by Ahalya and
Gautama, went to the Sacrificial Hall of Janaka in a region close
to the City of Mithila. Thereupon, when he was worshipped by
Janaka in the prescribed manner, Shatananda, the priest of the
Nimi Family, spoke thus to Rama -

(The Story of Maharshi Vishwamitra)

Poem 81 : Remaining in an occupation suited to a Kshatriya, this
Sage (Vishvamitra) once went to the hermitage of (Vasishtha)
son of Brahma. Having got there an unbounded hospitable
reception and learning that it was on account of the greatness of
the Cow (Kamadhenu), the Cow was prayed for by him as a gift;
thereupon, as the great Sage did not accede to it, he dragged the
Cow even as she was crying and (at last) fled away on account of
the Cow being excessively powerful.

Prose 30 : Obstructing with a Brahmadanda the series of divine
missiles of Vishvamitra, who once again began war for
(winning) the Cow, after obtaining by the power of penance




various lores pertaining to weapons being very much afraid of
the power of the Cow, Vasishtha the Mitra with disgust arisen
(for the power of a Kshatriya), having come to the decision that
the Brahmanical Powers is more effective than the Valour of a
Kshatriya, observed very severe penance in the Southern
Quarter for achievingit.

Prose 31: Then Trishanku, a Kshatriya of the solar race, seeking
to achieve Heaven with (his human) body, got repudiated by
Vasishtha ; and with the state of a Chandala given to him by the
sons of Vasishtha viz. Mahodaya etc. enraged by his compulsion,
resorted to this Vishvamitra. He then began a sacrifice for
fulfilling his desire, by a curse he changed Vasishtha's sons to
dog eaters as they, out of disgust for Trishanku, did not come
there while (other) Brahmins came. Then, when the group of
Celestials also did not come down from Heaven,-

Poem 82 : This great souled Sage with the power of his penance,
made Thrishanku who wore a blue garment, whose royal garb
was concealed, and whose appearance was not different from
that of a rainy night, ascend Heaven which was in the form of the
blue sky and where the Moon form was concealed.

Then,

Poem 83 : Indra, with anger arisen, turned him down as he was
entering Heaven; thereupon, Trishanku holding for support the
pegofhiscommand, got firmly stationed in the Sky.

Prose 32 : To him who, at the request of the whole group of
Celestials, had thereafter given up the task of creating another
World and with the feeling that an obstacle for his penance
occured there, was practising severe penance at Pushkara in the
Western Quarter, Shunasshepa, the Middle Son of Ruchika,
preferred a request for protection; - Shunasshepa who was




being led to the state of a human victim after buying him with
plenty of cows to serve as an expiation for the loss of
Ambarisha's Sacrificial Animal. This only Sage who was inclined
to save him by an exchange of (one of) his own Sons, namely,
Havishyanda, etc., having accorded to them who were averse to
it the (same) state of Vasishtha's Son by a curse, made both
Ambarisha and Shunasshepahave their desires fulfilled through
Indraand Upendra who were gratified by two hymns.

Prose 33 : To him observing austerities, an interruption to
penance came up there after by Menaka's association. Later on,
overcome by repentance, he practised severe penance near the
Kaushiki River on the Northern Himalaya Mountain. There
having cursed Rambha sent by Indra, with the words 'Become a
rock’, while he observed penance (next) in the Eastern Quarter
suppressing breathing, the Lotus-seated Brahma, the friend of
the Celestials, rendered restless by the heat of the fire of (his)
penance, appearing before him said — 'By conquering the
senses, you have become a Brahmarshi; let Vasishtha too declare
youthus'.

Poem 84 : The declaration of Vasishtha, he gained the status ofa
Brahmarshi, just as the twice-born obtains Brahmanical lustre
by (going through) the Upanayana Rite.

Poem 85 : Vishvamitra thus praised by Janaka's Priest, having
passed the night there together with the two princes, offered in
the prescribed manner Arghya containing flowers and the end
pieces of Darbha to the Sun of Vedic form and a friend of the
lotus.

(Auspicious Beginnings of Sita's Marriage)

Prose 34 : Then, having entered Janaka's Capital, - the high
roads of which were enveloped by the lustre of the eyes of the
women-folk of the City which (lustre) overshadowed the
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increasing blue lustre of a heap of full blown blue lotuses and

was continously shed on account of their eagerness to behold
Rama and Lakshmana, - Vishvamitra said this to good luck of
King Janaka who had commenced a Sacrifice, Goddess Earth
(who holds gems in her interior depths), yielded a gem in the
form of a maiden who became the recipient of the name Sita.
What other greatness of this City (shall I relate?); for, -

Poem 86 : There, her father Janaka had stipulated the stringing
of a Bow of Lord Shiva, which was difficult to do even for the
Celestials, as the price for Sita's Marriage.

Poem 87 : Then the great Sage came to Janaka's Court which
equalled Indra's. Those two princes of Kosala, who were with
pretty bows and eager to behold Lord Shiva’s Bow (to be strung),
also came.

Prose 35 : There, Vishvamitra, who was worshipped in the
prescribed manner, having told the story of Dasaratha's sons,
ordered Rama for the stringing of the bow showed by Janaka.
Then Janaka told - 'This was deposited with Devarata, a great
ancestor of our race, by Celestials headed by Indra; and is being
preserved by me especially as the bridal fee for Sita. Then -

Poem 88 : While Rama was exhibiting the strength of his arms,
there was not merely the fixing up of the string on the Bow-
Stick, there was also the association of merits to the Solar Race
which was bedecked by himself; not only was that drawn to the
full, Sita's mind also was quickly attracted completely; the
breaking was not merely of it, it was also of the pride of the
pillar-like arms of (other) Kings.

Poem 89 : The sound, which arose from the Bow broken by
Rama's drawing and pervaded both the Earth and Heaven,
served as the thunder of a cloud to the row of swans in the form
of the glory of the haughty Kshatriyas; it served as the hailing
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0 ‘Good Day' at the time of the first entry of heroic glory; and
verily it did serve as the auspicious sound of the trumpet during
theimagined marriage of Sita.

(Marriage of Sita and Rama)

Prose 36: Thereupon, Dasharatha, having been invited through
the Messengers sent by Janaka who had decided about Sita's
Marriage, went to Mithila as it was accepted by (Vasishtha) his
Priest.

Poem 90 : Janaka invited his Younger Brother Kushadhvaja who
was installed in the City of Sankashya after killing Sudhanvan in
Battle.

Prose 37 : Then, Dasharatha together with his Priest Vasishtha,
having been worshipped by both of them, observed there the
auspicious function of gifting away cows as relating to his sons.

Poem 91 : By the order of his Father, Rama accepted Sita from
Janaka just as fire accepts an oblation from the sacrificer as
ordained by the Vedas.

Thisis surprising -

Poem 92 : Having fixed up a certain string on the Bow of the
Celestials at the words of Vishvamitra, Ramabhadra accepted
Sita. Thereafter, his Younger Brother Lakshmana also having
impressed with many of his virtues on the mind of the Lord of
Mithila, accepted Urmila.

Poem 93 : Then, at the request of Kushadhvaja, Bharata and
Shatrughna became House-Holders with Mandavi and
Shrutakirti.
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(Arrival of Parashurama)

Prose 38 : Thereafter, Dasaratha, together with his married
sons, returning from the Videha Country, saw on the way the
Sage Parashurama, Bhrugu's son whose anger was as
unbearable as the fire ablaze at the time of Universal
Annihilation; whose valour was terrible and hence irresistible;
who performed the libatory offerings to the Manes with the
stream of blood produced by the sharp edge of the Axe which
felled the pride of the whole group of Kshatriyas; who was the
fore-runner of arrogant persons; who was of severe valour; who,
although wearing bark-garments suited to penance, was with
interest for fighting not very much removed on account of past
impressions. Although with joy much diminished as soon as he
was seen, he (Dasharatha), together with the Great Sages,
having offered him a reception, asked — 'O Sir, of noble nature!
areyouwell?”’

Poem 94 : Then, not listening to that pleasing speech of
Dasharatha, Parashurama said this to the humble Ramabhadra
— 'I was desirous of knowing the insolence of your arms in this
Bow, as you are not aware of (my) Axe and have obtained glory
through aworn-out Bow!

Poem 95 : Taking that Bow and having strung it soon, fixing an
arrow to it and considering his being an Ascetic, the wise Rama,
with a mind compassionate towards his life, desisted from a
severe fight that would have come up.

Further,

Poem 96 : Both of them, viz., the Bow-Stick made of bamboo of
the forest and Parashurama, born in Bhrugu's Race, became
such that they were with Guna (1. string, 2. merit or virtue)
deposited by Rama by merely resorting toa humble state.




Prose 39 : Then, with his unfailing arrow, Rama at once broke
down Parashurama's course to Heaven. That was butright.

Poem 97 : Surely an offence done by a person towards a great
man yields a fruit which is in keeping with it; for Bhargava,
having caused an obstacle for justa moment to the journey of the
best of Raghus, obtained a permanent impediment to his (own)
going to Heaven.

(Conclusion of Balakanda)

Prose 40 : Thereafter, Dasharatha, having kissed him (Rama) on
his fore-head closely embraced him who was enriched by the
wealth of Parashurama's powers that had come over to him and
who was handsome with his arms resembling the body of the
Lord of Serpents, entered Ayodhya surrounded by the Sarayu
River flowing in its vicinity, as if by a trench; he (Dasharatha)
was (then) with a white umbrella which was being rendered an
umbrella of peacock feathers by the glances that had beset the
windows and had excelled the tamala flowers in loveliness, of
the City women-folk eagerly beholding the princes
accompanied by their wives.

Poem 98 : Just as a learned man of very sharp intelligence
obtains great delight through knowledge (gained) by Vedic
vision, so also Rama, a wise man of sharp intellect, obtained
greatjoy by (the company of) that Princess.

Thus Ends Shri Bhojaraja’s Champu Ramayana’s
Balakanda Sangraha
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Choose the correct Answer :
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Write an Essay on the plea lodged by Celestials in
front of Mahavishnu.
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Describe the incident of the descent of Ganga and
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according to the text.
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