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Introduction
CHAMPU LITERATURE
Definition and Etymology :

A well known poet Dandin in his literary work
i.e. Kavyadarsha. Defines Champu as AL
T:h"l'f\%l?[ %l'qi?ca %Igﬁ'iﬁ”-Champu is a harmonious blend

of Gadyas-proses and Padyas-stanzas.

Well known scholar Haridasa Bhattacharya
advocates the following explanation of the word
Champu as =HGHA EHT&[ Hged zfa %l"{\’

If prose has an indelible impression on the
inquisitive readers on account of its lofty
descriptions and subtle meanings, poetry will have
its metrical musings and rhythmic words bearing
the sentiments. This harmonious blend of prose and
poetry creates a new genre of literature which will

be very effective in its outcome.

Bhoja the author of Champuramayana claims
that the combination of prose and poetry creates a
special effect just as good music being accompanied

by orchestra.

TR RE AT ft: g1 fe amwan wfada
wifer: | (FFREE)
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Venkataadhvarin the author of
Vishvagunadarsha champu states that the
combination of prose and poetry would be like the
combination of honey and grapes- ¥g: & fe 9 wea

Y e TR T’
FUATH the author of AcUNEY opines that the

combination of prose and poetry would be like that

of a gem studded to the pearl necklace.
Origin and Development of Champu

The blend of prose and poetry could be traced
back to Vedas one of the ancient literature
available to us in the world. The mixed style of
prose and poetry could be seen in Vedas parts
such as ﬁf\aﬁu, 'ﬁﬁTﬂ'Uﬁ, W‘P&'H’[ and some portion
of #¥ddg. The Akhyaanas of Vedas predominantly
possess the mixed style of prose and poetry. The
fifth chapter of Srimad-bhagavata puraana, the
fourth chapter of Vishnu purana, the poushya
parva of Adiparva of Mahabharata, a Buddhist text
known as Jatakamala and so an has a combination

of prose and mixed style.

Champu can be broadly divided into four

depending on their source and subject matter.

1. Mythological or Historical themes could be the

source like FA9F], REITTHRTIRIA and so on.
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2. It could be purely imaginative as in case of

3. It could be a narrative pertaining to important

pilgrim centres like ?‘:|9g|zou E{Qfﬂ'ﬂ:[\ and os on.

4. It could be philosophical in its tone and tenor
like acaiguuasfaq and so on.
A brief history of Champu literature

Nala champu (=¥ )) :

Nala champu of trivikrama Bhatta is earliest
champu work available to us now. Simhaditya was
also the name, by which Trivikrama Bhatta known.

He is also the author of Madalasachampu.

Yashastilaka champu (JTfRaa==rq) :

Yashastilakachampu of Somadeva belongs to
the same century. Somadeva belonging to digambar
jain religion was a court poet of Arikesari III of
Chalukyas who inturn was a contemporary of
Krishna hailing from Rashtrakutas. Emancipation
(Mukti) is merely possible by following the basic
tenets of jains so states Somadeva. The theme of
the Champu is the hardships experienced by king
Yashodhara in his earlier lives and ultimately
getting emancipation by following the tenets of

Jainism.
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Jeevandhara champu (sﬁa'r‘a?aq) :

Jeevandharachampu is another notable work
written during the sametime. Taking the cue from
Uttarapuraana of Guna Bhadra, the jain poet,
Harichandra has penned this work. It narrates the

story of Jeevandhara in eleven lambakas.

Champuramayana (SFHTIH) :

Champuramayana of Bhoja is the most popular
work among the existing and extant Champu genre
of literature. Popularly known as IV this work
closely follows the pattern of Valmikhi-Ramayana
in its content and division. The work abounding in
Vaidarbhi style is very attractive and popular on
account of its lucid and free flowing style with
nicely balanced words which at once creats a
direct impact on the readers. The work belongs to

9t century.
Bhagavatha champu (WFEd 97 ]) :

The real name of the poet Abhinava Kalidasa
(srfiaesrTferg™) is not known. He is supposed to be
a court poet of king Rajashekara. Who ruled in
South India. His Bhagavatha champu (9TEq=+q)
has derived inspiration from W—W
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Champu Bharatha (FFIHARAR) :

Anantha Bhatta (3M~d%¢<¢) has composed
FFIARTH in 12 Stabakas having derived inspiration
from the great epic Mahabharata. It is written in an
obstruce and pedantic style wherein scholastic
profoundity scores over the melody and rhyme, the

hallmark of Champuramayana.

Virupaksha-vasanthotsava Champu
(Fremeraaedicaa=y)

Virupaksha-vasanthotsava Champu is a
historical Champu composed by Ahobalasuri who
flourished in 14thcentury. It has a graphic patrayal
of the celebrations of the car festival to Lord

Virupaksha-Shiva of Hampi.

Anandavrundavana Champu (ATFGdEA=Y]) :

Anandavrundavana Champu is the 15% century
celebrated work of Paramananda who had the title
Kavikarnapura (EEﬁl_m"UftL'{) an account of his total
mastery over poetic diction. Divided into 22
divisions called Stabakas the work picturesquely

portrays the childhood prangs of Lord Krishna.
Vyasayogi Charitham (EARMRGH) :

Somanatha the court poet of king

Krishnadevaraya has depicted the life and
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achievements of vyasatheertha as Vyasayogi
Charitham.

Ramanuja Champu (YHTES =) :
Ramanujacharya ATISTETE) a poet of 16%

century has depicted the life of Acharya Ramanuja

in his Ramanuja Champu.

Neelakanthavijaya Champu (:ﬁwaﬁm :

Neelakanthavijaya Champu of
Neelakanthadeekshitha (FIe&agi{#d) is a noteworthy
work of 17% century. Neelakanthadeekshita was a
great Shaivite who belonged to the illustrious family
of Appayyadeekshita and who is credited with many
works. His command over Vakrokti (satire) and
grammer is admirable, his style is very dignified

and scholastic.
Vishwagunaadarsha Champu (‘%W‘I‘q’?ﬁt'{) :

Vishwagunaadarsha Champu (WWQW of
Venkatadhwari (ﬁw&aﬁ) is important work of 20%"
century. He also credited with three other champus
namely IREI¥GIAF], STRATY and HITGEIF. The
description of 49N, the presiding diety of

Kanchipuram 1is the subject matter of

Varadabhyudaya Champu. Uttarachampu derives its

inspiration from Uttarakanda of Valmiki
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Ramayana. Shrinivasa Champu vividly portrays the
greatness and sport of Lord Shrinivasa the presiding

diety of Tirupathi.

The art of Champu is not lagging behind even
in 20" century which removes the misconception
that we have to merely gloat over the past. 20%
century Champu works present wide variety of
approaches and both qualitatively and quantitatively
represent a massive and impressive contribution to

Sanskrit literature.

Five Well-known Champu Kavyas

qI=H of Trivikrama Bhatta, =FXHIEIUA of King

Bhoja, H‘{\W of Ananata Bhatta. :ﬁm of
Neela kanta DeekShita, and %Hﬂ,ﬂﬂ‘cﬁfﬂ of

Venkatadhvarin form the five prominent Champus.

. ¥duHg-

This is the first available Champu among the
galaxy of Champus, composed by poet Trivikrama
Bhatta for which the vanaparva of Mahabharata is
the source. The style of Trivikrama reminds us the
style of Subandhu and Bana the celebrated prose
writers. Shlesha Alankara is the forte of The poet
and he is known to use different nouns and adverbs
in different unusual combinations as he has total

mastery over them.
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Just as the arrow when released reaches its
target. So should the poetic composition reach the

hearts of the poetic connoisseurs states Trivikrama.
o waeaem w@m e awa: |
T ged A9 W guEta atest: ||

Incapable of poetic talent such immature poets

are no better than urchins states Trivikrama-

HATEAT: TgAT8 FARTTRaa: |
TAH FEATATAT: THadl AR 3@ ||

(Ye=8e: - SH+ARE, S+ W)

s seems to have got the encomium (Warm
praise) as YamunaTrivikrama on account of the
following verse-

JeaiaraEt W WS Iigdmm™

sqerta e ggmeaEe |

wafa frafe oaw: ara awmas

wfeafra fafis sea om= = 1)

R. AFIHTIUR-

Having immensely inspired by the Adikavya i.e
Ramayana of sage poet Valmiki, this champu work
of Bhoja has emerged. It follows the pattern of
Valmikiramayana as each division is known as

Kanda. The Champu is bound with Vaidarbhi style

and has Prasada guna-a pleasing quality. The most
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important commentaters on this Champu are those
written by Narayana, Ramachandra, Kameshvara,
Manadeva and Ghanashyama. Bhoja seems to have
written this work upto Sundara Kanda from Bala

Kanda.

The command of the poet over alliteration can

be noticed in the 21%t verse of Ayodhya Kanda-

AaaEatag iteEdry o

Faerera - fogwat et | T |

AT - ATATH AT Y - ST

AR 3 WA W W weEH ||

As Sita grew more and more curious about the
forest, having left the capital of Raghava kings, the
royal glory of the demon Ravana became more and

more desirous of departing from Lanka.

This Champu work attributed to Bhoja makes
him to stand on par with Mahakavis like Kalidasa,

Bana, and others.

3. TFARGH-

Champu Bharatham is an inspiration of great
epic Mahabharta. The story of Mahabharata is
delineated in 12 stabakas 1041 verses and more
than 200 prose passages in this work in a dignified
and majestic style. The language of the poet is

terse coupled with strange and unusual
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imaginations which can be seen in the very first

verse of the third stabaka-

iy guETst e TR ww S |

TEREAEHAN WIq Yo T Wieasreeusd ||

The lulling alliteration could be visualized on
the letter O in the following verse wherein, the
agitated antelopes are are gazing in different
directions of the river Yamuna in spate, when the
king is about to release his shaft on them-

&uiTet Weehet UfaheITER

Tofe cemETRte |

QUNFRAT RATHATHATAT
uitfrafamaatifim foam:

The following prose and verse narrating the
spring season is very catchy with nicely balanced

words-

& M T 1 [ e 1 B T D D
RGO TR AT AR e: |
& e ag thea e gaash afea
frrren gaAy wefa smfaen wymfaea 1)
and so on.

¥, HaRvStaea=vyg -

Neelakantavijaya Champu in fivedITdT8—-Ashvasa

describes the popular mythological story of churning
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milky ocean. Dikshita is an adept in the usage of
EEANE (satire) and hence the statement GIEEXI]
qeRTfch: @ TQ@W’&IW’ is very popular. Infact, the
poet commences the Champu with his characteristic
Vakrokti

Tee AFAA™E FHH foF a Fq |
& sfafafa som sa@r = =

The verse discloses the grand synthesis
behind all men and women through the conception
of Ardhanarishvara. The poet reveals the dilemma
that how should I putforth Karmapada the objective
word, because, If I say Dampti, according to
grammar it is wrong. If [ say Dampatee using dual
number, as per the grammar its right, but, Shiva
nad Parvathi both have one form of

Ardhanarishvara.

Neelakantha Dikshita was an adept in dTsh{UTH
g HaTET, STUHIET, coupled with his  unparalled
devotion towards Lord Shiva as could be gleaned
here-

TTY: ShTSITAY UTEhRA Oeh: QRN |

AHAq FATSAN Wd Hre 7 A

qEg FEAfd a1 A A1 qgUR TWEd: qHEAAR: |
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Adh 35T ad  carved niche for himself by
composing different works on Lord Shiva in
different genres like f\QﬁFﬁFITUfa:, RSIERRUE
f\QTa_dc_cl'{%?qT[, faracrdw s and so on, wherein,the
common factor is his unflinching devotion towards
Shiva.

w. TR

This work of poet Venkatadhvarin is novel
from point of view of its subject matter as well as
delineation. The geographical regions of the
country have been graphically portrayed here. The
cultural ethos of the country from Badrinatha
Dham to down south Kanchi is nicely depicted
here. Couple of Gandharvas like Krushanu and
Vishvavasu are globe travellers who perceive the
happenings of the world through their aerial
survey and take negative as well as positive stand

respectively in all the 53 descriptions.

fraraciermegem wetfq femmaeg TR |
FAA AN T T F=R ||

This champu in the form of narration,
reflects the social cultural and religious ethos of

the country belonging to 17% century.

The following verse may be cited from the

point of view of nicely balanced words-
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FEATUNGTAETHT THeTdq HAA HITHETHTHT

HTA ATRAUTHT TSI FAT T TIOTAT  |

SRR SERa SR L S

feeg vy fefrwefimar Taar wAmn 1)

There is no divisions like Stabaka or Kaanda
here, but each description is a division by itself.
Excepting the grand narration of river Kaveree in
prose poetry (Padyas) outshines the prose here.
Though, there is no succession of events, it still
has a glamour of its own.Though, Venkataadhvari is
credited with other Champus like Hastigirichampu,
varadaabhyudaya champu, Uttara ramayanachampu.
It is Vishvagunaadarsha champu which has firmly
established Venkataadhvari as a writer of

eminence and erudition.

k ok ok
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English Translation

1. Bharata and Lakshmana’s younger brother
(Satrughna) were left to remain in the city of
Yudhajit, their Maternal uncle, by Dasaratha who
was experiencing the happiness (secured) by the
prowess of his arms, which is not easy to find in
the case of kings.

2. Then Dasharatha made up his mind to make
his son Rama who was by himself the lord of the
three worlds, the king of just that much of the
earth as was his kingdom, like one who desires to
make the mountain of gold which is capable of
supporting the whole Universe, (Just) a pillar to
support the roof of his house, out of regard for it.

Prose : Afterwards having taken counsel with
his ministers, he convoked an assembly of the
elders of the town who equaled the preceptor of
Indra (i.e., Brahspati) and addressed them thus-

It is of course, well-known to you that all our
ancestors attained divinity after securing maximum
happiness, having a propitious bent of mind,
trodding on the right path having a mind full of
sympathy for all beings considering honour as their
wealth, vigilant in gaining glory and devoted to the
removal of people’s troubles. Hence indeed all my
subjects were ruled all this time by me too,
following their (i.e.; my ancestors) course. The proof
for the some is, in fact, yourselves who are
experiencing such a rule of mine. No person ever
takes a course which is contrary to the codes laid
down by you; hence there is something to be
requested (of you).
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3. Old age, which can not at be avoided
either by the weapons of mine whose glory is sung
by both gods and men or by my valiant deeds
performed equally both in heaven and on land has
come upon my limbs, just as moon light on a grove
of full-blown lotuses.

Prose : Hence, I desire to enjoy the happiness
of rest having transferred, with the permission of
you noblemen, the long-borne burden of the earth
to my dear son, who is the receptacle of every good
behavior, who is the abode of the love of all people,
who 1is free from malice and who is very
affectionate.

Then the people, just like peacocks who utter
their cackles that flow out spontaneously owing to
the association of excessive joy sprung from hearing
the thunder sound of an assemblage of clouds of
the rainy season, because such that the quarters
echoed their indistinct utterances that came forth
out of excessive joy.

They too respectfully replied Dasaratha whose
desire was definite, thus-

4. ‘Although your majesty remains the ruler,
let the people voluntarily take to serve
Ramabhardra, your son, where is any wonder in it?
Would the thirsty chataka seek, instead of the
moon, the milk ocean which has been the cause
for its birth?’

Prose : Afterwards that diligent assemblage of
citizens together with the ministers hastened to
collect the materials required for consecration
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according to the command of Vasistha, the most
distinguished among persons conversant with such
affairs.

S. Having summoned Rama charming with his
modesty, the king with excessive joy arisen spoke
thus I shall try to deposit the royal crown on your
head speedily tomorrow in Pushya constellation.

Prose : Afterwards to Rama who had returned
to his apartment having reported the desire of
Dasaratha to Kausalya, the venerable Vasistha full
of joy; celebrated the preliminary festivity.

6. There came up an extra-ordinary and
exalted rejoicing of the citizens, surpassing
(adequate expression in) words and complementing
with the gay sound of the musical instruments the
flapping sound of the ears of the masters of the
female elephants of the quarters of the compass.

At that time,

7. That Manthara, whom they speak as the
root cause for the eradication of the race of demons
and whose mind, crooked by nature, had semblance
with her bodily frame mercilessly stirred the heart
of Kaikeyi, just as a wild buffalo stirs the clear
water of a cool and lovely pool.

Prose : That Kaikeyi with her intentions
controlled wholly by the possession of a female
ghost named Manthara, reminded her husband
Dasaratha of the two boons he had granted her
formerly for removing his anguish encountered
during the battle with the demon Sambara who
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resided in the city of Vaijayanta in the Dandaka
forest.

8. The subject of one of those two booms was
Bharata’s consecration and of the other Rama’s
living in woods with just the forest-produce for his
maintenance

9. That very moment the two boons having
penetrated into the two ears ruthlessly like the
piercing of an iron arrow reddened by constant
heating underwent completely the mode of being
roasted (in a crucible) within the heart of that king
who was afraid of severing from truth.

10. Then, consciousness departed from
Dasaratha’s mind which was scorched even by the
topic of the separation from his son, just as a
female deer hastily fleeing away from a thick bush
which is licked by the burning flame of a forest
conflagration.

Prose : Afterwards Dasharatha, having
regained consciousness some-how, addressed
Kaikeyi.

11. ‘Rama will of course retire to the forest
after removing the auspicious string he has worn;
the people will somehow set aside the eagerness
they have cherished since long for his consecration,
I shall bear the separation from my dear son for
fear of trespassing righteousness : (but) what shall
I ‘say about you’, O (my) wife, with reference to
whom ignominy (public shame or disgrace) that
cause anguish for a whole Kalpa, would spring up.
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12. O hard-hearted lady, without my dear son
Rama who is pleasing to the eyes, my life, indeed,
will not continue, I think, O Kaikeyi, that the
marriage which took place formerly with you by the
power of destiny, takes me to death.

Prose : Then Kaikeyi, interested only in the
fulfillment of her own desire, spoke sarcastically
(thus)—

13. “If, your promise is to be futile as you do
not at all cognize the deviation from truth which
has associated itself with you by reason of your
attachment to your son, alas here is offered a
salutation to your renown.

14. Has not that subduer of enemies, the
foremost among the veracious, been heard by you?
He, who chopped off his body with a sword in order
to restore life to the young dove which had become
the prey of a hawk.

And,

15. One by name Alarka, a wise person of
well-known powers, who fulfilled his promise by
giving both of his eyes to an unacquainted Brahmin
who approached him as a mendicant, after duly
worshipping him.

16. Let the truthful kings of unrelaxed
association to virtues proclaim freely that the words
with which you gave me out of love the two boons
when the anguish caused at the time of the battle
with the demons was over, have become as good as
a deed written on water.

Why talk much?
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17. Now you may either make those words
truthful or not; I do not tolerate any special honour
(as mother of the king) to Rama’s mother on this
earth; (hence) I shall die by taking poison, even as
you are witnessing if you do not stop the
preparation that is going on (for Rama’s
consecration)”.

Prose : When she spoke thus, the king
addressed her again- “O hard-hearted woman,
what (a vile-thing) has been uttered by you who
has transgressed the bounds of the current moral
law and who is devoid of sympathy!”

18. You are not to be counted amongst the
virtuous women in this world, that Rama has not at
all gained a place among those who are with their
fathers; and I too got no happiness from my sons.
O vile woman, Bharata should not offer me even
the libation of water?

Further,

19. Let some form of the bark of trees be his
(Rama’s) garment; let the fortunate trees of shade
be his abodes; but O Kaikeyi how can those rocky
grounds, which are harder than your heart, form
his bedding?

20. Although chastised by her husband thus,
her mind being possessed by Manthara, she was
not moved, with pity, just as a moon-stone region
covered by creepers does not ooze water though the
full moon were to shine unscreened (by any cloud).
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Prose : Then, desirous of enjoying the delight
of beholding the countenance of Rama at least for
a short while, Dasaratha ordered Sumantra to
bring the prince.

Soon after that, Rama being ushered into the
palace by him; made an obeisance and beholding at
close quarters his father who had an unusal facial
expression, asked Kaikeyi what the matter was,
apprehensively.

To that, the evil-intentioned Kaikeyi replied.
“My boy, your father is now full of remorse and is
merged completely in the deep ocean of grief being
unable to fulfil the two boons that were promised
by him because of his affection towards the son and
fear of severing from truth. The two boons however,
are

a) Your residing in the forest with the
occupation of a sage and

b) Bharata’s ruling the earth.

Having heard that and feeling much satisfied
at heart, Rama submitted to her with folded hands,
thus-

21. “Is Bharata afraid of the burden of (ruling)
the earth? or, am I afraid of the holy forest? O
mother, why then does father, the best in the race
of Sagara, grieve? If he does not fulfil this promise
which is far lighter than (Bharata’s) offering
libations of water of the heavenly river, how can
he be a father of worthy sons, even with both of
us?”
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22. You have ordered me to protect just my
body in the woods, while you have deposited on the
head of a boy (Bharata) the burden of the entire
eearth; now if its examined as to which of the tasks
entrusted to us is (more) easily done (than the
other). O mother, your love falls more to my share.

Rather

23. Why has not my father become the
recipient of the presentation that would be offered
by me in the form of an obeisance, for conveying to
me in his own words the happy news of the
auspicious festivity of the consecration of dear
Bharata?

Prose : At once, Dasaratha fell down
unconscious like the mountain cloven by (Indra’s)
adamant, like a (bore) tree enveloped on all sides
by a forest conflagration and like Nahusa who was
sorely grieved for his losing (the) position of being
the lord of heaven.

Then, she (Kaikei) ordered Rama to carry out
the command of (his) father And he.

24. The celebrated Rama, accepting like a
garland the order of his mother by bowing down his
head proceeded to the forest and (thereby) to save
the world (by destroying the unruly demons).

Prose : Immediately after (Kaikeyi’s order), he
came to Kausalya’s apartment and after saluting,
reported to her.

a) Kaikeyi’s importunity which came as an
obstacle in the way of (his) consecration, and
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b) His exile.

Having heard this, and her heart being
shattered, she fell down to the earth all of a
sudden, and wept bitterly as though she has her
two ears pierced by arrows with poison-smeared
pointed ends.

Thereon Lakshmana, whose anger was
augmented very much, addressed his elder brother
who equaled Indra, thus-

“Noble brother, it is an unworthy act to
wander about in the forest having abandoned the
kingdom on the words uttered by reason of the
weak-mindedness of the king who is mute in the
discrimination between a worthy and an unworthy
act on account of (the fact that) his mind is over
powered by old age, passion and the words of
Kaikeyi who deserves the censure of the world.

Moreover, was not the earth given to you
unasked, by the father? Though deviating from the
right course, true Ksatriya duty would generally
lead a person to liberation, by reason of its safe
guarding the Varnas and Asramas. Sure as
anything the heroism alone of a hero would secure
(for him) all the covetable things of a human being
(viz Dharma, Artha Kama and Moksa) regardless of
the power of destiny.

Conciliating Laksmana who was speaking thus,
Rama said - “My boy, to those who are born in the
solar race, father’s command alone is the worthy
guide in every act. In fact, many persons such as
Kandu, Parasurama (son of Renuka), Puru and
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others, effecting without any hesitation even cow-
slaughter, assassination of the mother and
exchanges of their youth (with the old age of the
father) out of respect for the behest of their fathers,
are being counted as the foremost among persons
of noble conduct. Hence, being obedient to the
father, I shall by all means enter the forest.

There-upon, Kausalya, whose affection for her
son was very great and who desired to go with him
(to the forest), was respectfully addressed by Rama
after saluting her, thus-

25. “When I retire to the forest, O mother, the
body, which is scorched by the fire of grief, of my
father who is crushed by king Kekaya’s daughter’s
words which were uttered heartlessly, should not
at all be neglected by you”.

Prose : Then she pronounced a blessing which
contained a reference to all the gods, for securing
safety to her son. Afterwards having saluted Sir
and leaving (her chamber), Rama came to the
apartment of Sita who had just begun to dress
herself (for the occasion).

26. (And) by mentioning that they had to
wonder, in the forest (he) sullied all of a sudden
(the mind) of Sita who was rejoining at the happy
news (of the consecration); just as a hunter in the
forest who frightens with the twang of his bow a
pea-hen which is rejoicing (on hearing) the thunder
of a cloud.

Prose : (Then) as she began preparing herself
to follow him, he spoke to her thus-
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27. ‘My beloved Janaki, in the forest where the
mouths of the wolves are red with blood oozing
incessantly from the wounds of the many blood
veins extant in the hind limbs of the numerous
deer that are caught by them, how can I cause
fatigue to your body which is by nature so lovely
and delicate as the Sirisa flower?

Prose : Afterwards, when Sita was (firm)
without any laxity arising in her as regards her
desire to follow him in spite of various efforts (of
Rama) and when Laksmana too did not shake off
his determination of following, Rama presented.

a) All his ornaments and an elephant in rut
named ‘Winner of enemies’ along with a thousand
other elephants to Suyajna, son of Vasistha, b) And
very precious gems to Agastya and Visvamitra;
then, took the whole collection of the weapons and
beckoned Laksmana to follow him.

Sita also gave away her various ornaments to
the wife of Suyajna. After that Laksmana also
gratified a certain teacher, dependent on Kausalya,
with the wealth which was at his own disposal.

On the same occasion, Rama offered to poor
Brahmin named Trijata who was with his family, a
big herd of cattle occupying the space extending up
to the place where a staff thrown with his hand
would fall, and to Brahmin’s such as Kapinjala,
various kinds of wealth.

Then, they (Sita, Rama and Lakshmana)
prohibiting their retinue from following them, moved
out of the harem. At that time.
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28. Rama entered the palace once again to
depart after reporting (to Dasartha) the
accompanying of both Sita and Lakshmana with
these words, viz., “Maithili follows me proceeding (to
the forest) although prevented, and young
Lakshmana too does not leave me at any cost”

Prose : When he (Rama) was announced and
presented by Sumantra, the king fell down from his
seat as though he was possessed by a devil; and
weeping incessantly, was also eager to go to the
forest along with his wife (Kausalya).

Then, Sumantra addressed Kaikeyi-“Queen,
cease from insisting upon the impediment in the
way of the sprouting of joy resulting from Rama’s
consecration.” Then,

29. Kekaya’s daughter, quoting as an instance
Sagara who had abandoned his son Asamanja,
silenced her own husband.

At that,

30. “Siddarathaka” a worthy minister, pointed
out that the abandonment of that “Asamanja” was
for (the reason that he caused) the death of many
citizens thrown (by him) into the sarayu river.

Prose : Then, Rama, being instructed by
Dasaratha to go even with retinue, begged for
merely a spade and basket, as also a pair of bark-
garments.

31. Kaikeyi offered Valkala (bank garments)
and other things to all those three (Rama, Sita and
Lakshmana) who deserved to command happiness
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and who were exquisitely rich in superb
complexion.

32. Then, at the behest of his middle mother
(i.e. aunt), having no desire for the clothes made of
yarn suitable for auspicious occasions, Rama put on
the bark dress, the roughness of which was
removed by the moistening due to the tears of
Janaki which were rebounded by the surface of her
breasts.

Prose : And he, the preceptor of the solar
dynasty prohibited Sita’s wearing the bark dress.
Then, Kausalya, whose affection for her son was
aroused, having embraced the daughter-in-law
who was saluting her (this preparing) to proceed to
the forest, spoke indistinctly on account of tears
(choking her throat)

Then, Maithili’s husband together with
Laksmana saluted the king and the mothers after
respectfully going round them and departed
rejecting the «circle of attendants (who were
following him). A chariot also was brought to the
door (of the palace) by Sumantra who was obeying
(thereby) Dasaratha.

33. Sita first mounted the chariot being ahead
of Rama who had commenced his journey, just as
the sun light which is ahead of the lord of the day
who is desirous of mounting the chariot with blue
yokes.

Prose : And the two sons of Dasaratha
mounted the chariot.
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34. The capital of the best kings of the Raghu
dynasty whose various citizens went out being
eager to follow Rama and wherein houses, squares
and high roads just existed (without the usual
bustle), became despicable in a moment just like
the serpent-form of the slough left behind (by the
serpent).

Prose : Afterwards, Dasaratha together with
all the inmates of his harem came out of the city
and as there was no other course, remained gazing
at that Rama for a long time; but when Rama,
seated in the chariot by Sumantra, passed beyond
the range of vision, he (Dasaratha) fell down on
the earth becoming unconscious, a stream of tears
gashing out (of his eyes).

Then having regained his consciousness by the
nursing of the attendants, the king chose
Kausalya’s apartment (for his stay). As for Rama he
came to the bank of the river Tamasa, so also
came the thousand-rayed (sun) to the peak of the
sunset mountain.

35. To those persons, who had come to the
forest weeping-openly and whose minds were not
able to suffer the separation from (the service to)
the feet of Rama, the bottom of the trees on the
banks of Tamasa where beds of leaves were
spread, became homes.

Prose : And at night in consultation with
Sumantra having deceived the whole crowed of
people and seated in the chariot which surpassed
even Garuda in speed, he crossed the land which
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was given by Manu to Iksvaku and which is
furnished by the three rivers viz. Vedasruti, Gomati
and Nisyandika and by the road on which the
impressions of the chariot and horses hoofs were
covered by a mass of various kinds of creepers and
grass grown densely in a forest, came near the
Ingudi tree the roots of which were in touch with
the waves of the Ganges, whose top-most part was
embraced by the heavenly Ganges and which was
like an ornament to Sringaberapura. Then,-

36. Having beheld Rama who can be witnessed
only by means of the good deeds performed in
many births and having heard about his leading a
life of those who retire to the forest, the lord of
the Nisadas had his facial expression sullied with
ceaseless (Flowed) tears, caused by excessive joy
and sorrow and hence possessing the quality of
being both cool and hot.

Prose : That Guha the dear friend (of Rama),
after saluting him, begged of him from the bottom
of his heart “My Lord, although your mind is intent
on (obeying) the command of your father, Saraswati
of ignorant country side manners makes me to
speak.

Here is this kingdom of ours, on account of
their inexhaustible materials of enjoyment and
which would cause torture to the heart of
Manthara. Hence accepting this (kingdom the
government of) which has not been formed for the
first time and favouring a little, this person (i.e.
myself) who is a receptacle of the good fortune
worthy of an attendant and without departing from
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the command of your father, may you pass in this
place the fourteen years prescribed by Dasaratha in
such a way that the numerous sages may
experience a surprise and your own despicable
state resulting out of the separation from the
mothers may become light by beholding the river
Mandakini.

37. When that friend placed his request in
this manner, Ramabhadra replied in pleasing term
thus-"My body which is wrapt with bark dress on
the words of my mother, cannot have the treatment
relating to Ksatriyas”.

Prose : Afterwards, Rama performed the
evening rites and reposed on the leafy bed prepared
by Lakshmana beneath that tree. Night being over,
when the Sun encircled with his numerous rays-
appeared on the summit of the Eastern mountain,
Rama and Lakshmana, who had (by then) matted
their hair, went (along with Sita) to the bank of
the Ganges.

Afterwards having prevented Sumantra with
winning words, Rama, together with Laksmana and
Sita who was praying for the good (for her lord)
mounted the boat brought by Guha and prohibiting
the following of even the lord of the Nisadas, he
crossed the stream of the divine river very soon
and having set foot in the country rich in green
plants and called ‘Vatsa, Rama killed four deer,
being skilled in striking (with his arrow) even a
moving object, and spent the night in a strange
place under a tree.
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The next day, proceeding by a forest route
they came to Bharadvaja’s hermitage in Prayag, the
vicinity of which (hermitage) was being occupied by
sacrificial smoke; after saluting that great sage who
was excessively delighted, they surmounted the risk
of the current of the Vaikartani (river) with the
help fo a bamboo float (raft) following the course
advised by him (the sage) and reached the
Citrakuta mountain which was strange on account
of the conduct of various animals whose (mutual)
hatred had been appeased as a result of the
presence of the sages who were rich in tranquility.

Thereafter, Sumantra, having spent a few days
with Guha over powered by the distant hope that
Rama out of disgust for forest life may invite him
(to stay with him), got disappointed and returned;
having reached Ayodhya which was devoid of
rejoicing alighted from the chariot the rumbling
noise of whose axle got eclipsed by the woeful cries
made by the citizens grieving with excessive sorrow
and saluted Dasaratha whose life was preparing to
depart from him.

At the sight of him Dasaratha became
unconscious; but being brought back to his senses
by Kausalya and Sumitra, he repeatedly questioned
Sumantra, with his throat choked with tears, thus
“How did Rama depart? What did Sita say? How did
Lakshmana behave?” And he reported thus to the
king-“My lord, how shall I describe hard hearted
(that) I am!”

38. “Your two sons, remaining at a distance
from the chariot and the desire of the citizens who
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had followed them out of eagerness to serve, and
functioning as the new (Chamberlains) guards of
Vaidehi, became pedestrians in the woods on
Bhagirathi’s banks.

39. “My lord! Even Arundhati’s husband
(Vasistha) was not privileged to consecrate the curly
mass (of hair) of your son with the milk yielded by
his own cow, on the occasion of his consecration;
but alas! the same (hair) has now been fated to
become matted with the milky juice yielded by the
Nyagrodha, which was brought by the Nisada and
which brings tears to (the eyes of Sita)

40. “On the feet and nails of that Vaidehi,
redness appeared in a moment even without the
application of the lac; but in her face no change of
colour occurred at all, as she moved along with her
dear husband in the sylvan paths.

41. “Having prepared with tender leaves a bed
for Sita’s lord and having directed his attention at
nights for destroying the cruel animals, Lakshmana
with bow in hand remained sleepless in the forest
regions as though out of the merit achieved by
attending upon his (Rama’s) feet.”

Prose : Being thus told of the state of his
children by Sumantra, the king comforted Kausalya
whose heart was affected by the spear of grief, as
the Sun reached the summit of the West-end
mountain, and spoke thus- “Formerly, I once went
with the intention of hunting on the bank of the
Sarayu. Where the Sun shut out by the dense
grove of various trees. There,
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42. “A certain sage who was filling (his pot
with) water in the Sarayu, was shot by me skilled
in striking at an object in pursuance of the sound
(made by it), with a mistaken notion that it was an
elephant the end of whose trunk was producing a
bubbling sound while drawing water in; and a curse
of his parents old and blind, and who were
preparing a pyre to die along with him (i.e. their
son), fell on me, thus-"May you also die out of
longing for your son”.

Prose : “Hence, I am certainly in the grip of
death” with these words he became silent, Rama
coming back to his memory.

43. The calamity, which had its origin in the
curse of the sage, was without any remedy, hence,
it soon brought death (the tenth state of love
Lornness) upon Dasaratha.

Prose : Afterwards, in the morning, having
deposited the body of the king in a tank of oil in
obedience to the words of Vasistha, the ministers
sent messengers to the country of the Kekayas
with the instruction- “Bring soon Bharata without
relating to him the news (of the death) of
Dasaratha”.

They too, having the distance reduced as it
were by the horses who in their speed had
surpassed even wind, reported the order of the
ministers to Bharata whose mind was troubled on
account of bad dreams, after saluting him in the
city of Asvapati (Kekaya). And he, being permitted by
his mother’s father, Yudhajit and with anxiety due
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to an affliction the cause of which was not known
to him, arrived at Ayodhya in a few days.

44. Bharata, surrounded by the messengers
and at close quarters beholding the city whose
residents were with an unusual behaviour, much
puzzled at heart entered his father’s apartment
which was no short of a cemetery.

45. Not seeing his father there, he went to the
apartment of his mother and after saluting her
asked “Where has my father gone?” and she spoke
to Bharata the following very harsh words:

46. “Rama went away together with Maithili
and Laksmana like a forester, in order to obey the
order of his father, afterwards your father passed
away (pursued the course of Death); you (can)
freely enjoy the Earth which has no rival (ruler).”

Prose : Then, having wept for long time,
Bharata, his discretion failing him, addressed
Kaikeyi thus-

47. “On account of the collection of sins which
have been cruel in their effects, you do not indeed
deserve to be the mother of all the four of us.
Hence in this world, women who own children will
speak freely about you as the originatory of the
ignominy which would cause distress to the cavities
of the (listeners) ears.”

Prose : After that, turning his look away from
her face to his younger brother (Satrughna), he
spoke-
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48. “When the king had no counsel by the
power of destiny, this lady sucked the breath of his
life through the two boons, just as a serpent sucks
the poison-doctor who is not protected by the snake
charm by the power of fate. (Hence) her living
outside the city, somewhere in the land of the
cemetery ant-hills, is only proper.

49. “Ah! Alas! whereas there are plenty of
families of the demons suited to her own nature,
how did this low-minded lady take birth in the
kekaya family, like a poisonous creeper which
grows in a grove full of mango trees?

50. “My mother is bereft of the conduct of the
ordinary man” with these words that hero, who has
the discrimination for duty, came out of that House
as if out of hell, together with his brother.

Prose : There, Bharata together with the
ministers, having approached Kausalya who was
desiring to lay herself on the pyre of her husband,
dissuaded her (form doing so_ by means of
hundreds of conjurations, and on lines advised by
Vasistha, performed such funeral rites of
Dasaratha (who was always accustomed to conduct
sacrifices), as were accepted in the case of the
performers of sacrifices.

S51. As his father departed to the cemetery,
blessed Bharata, begged (leave) of his subjects with
folded hands, in order to go likewise to the forest
of his brother.

Prose : Afterwards being importuned (by the
minister), Bharata, together with those two
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(queens) Sumitra and Kausalya and the ladies of
the harem, entered the palace. Then, after he had
performed the funeral rites as prescribed by the
sacred books and had passed fourteen days, the
ministers, together with the preceptor (Vasistha),
friends (and well wisher) of the solar race, and the
elderly citizens of the town, having approached
Bharata requested him to wear the crown, And, as
they compelled, he replied them thus-

52. “What is the good of speaking much on
this matter? As your command is worthy of
respecting, I should wear the crown too, departing
from Laksmana’s course, if only there, be not even
that much of ground suitable for a hut anywhere in
the vast Dandaka forest?”

Prose : Having replied thus, his mind being
eager to serve Rama, he set out. On that occasion,

53. Having freely displayed her defiling nature
in the way adopted by the virtuous for Rama’s
consecration and having created an obstacle for the
delight of the eyes of good men, the hurricane
Manthara of crooked motion, whirling round, soon
came out (of in the inside) of the palace.

54. Kausalya checked Satrughna (Rama’s
younger brother’s younger brother) who was angry
and intent on killing her (i.e. Manthara) holding
with his hand her profuse hair.

Prose : thereupon, Bharatha, together with all
the ladies of the harem, having set out of the
palace, had a road prepared by skilled workmen;
sullied the celestial Ganges with clouds of dust
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raised up from the surface of the ground trodden by
the feet of men, elephants, chariots and horses
moving in front of him, crossed the Ganges with the
permission of Guha whose numerous virtues were
related to him by Sumantra; and having stationed
his vast army at a distance, offered his salutation
to Bharadvaja at the entrance of the penance
grove.

And the sage Bharadvaja, pleased at heart,
interviewing Bharata and the mothers separately
and inviting the army too, suitably accorded them
a hospitable reception.

There, having thus passed the day which
appeared as long as a hundred days, all of them
entered into the Citrakuta forest-region, at the
direction of the sage, stationing his army there and
accompanied by Guha, searching for Rama in every
direction, Bharata arrived in anxious haste at
Rama’s hermitage.

Afterwards, like an antelope highly fatigued
and thirsty which runs in all haste towards a
lotus-pond the water of which is nurtured with
particles of ambrosia and which is noticed by
chance in a desert in the very severe heat of
summer, he approached (Rama) hurriedly, fell on
his feet and weeping incessantly, having related
Dasaratha’s death brought upon Rama accompanied
by Sita and Laksmana an unconsciousness
resulting from grief. Having fallen down there, the
mothers of Rama also wept for a long time.

Then having saluted Rama, who after gaining
consciousness had suitably performed the functions
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of offering libations in the divine river with the
direction of the preceptor, Bharata began to
persuade him to return (to the city).

At the same moment Bharata’s head, which
had shaken off the desire for the crown-the
insignia for the association of Royalty which is
transient like lightning, worn and left behind by
hundreds of kings-eagerly fell at the feet of Rama
and petitioned to them. “You deck me with the pair
of your sandals and assumed as it were the state
of a person lying on the bare earth being under a
vow, to have its request granted.

55. “By you as well as by me the command of
our father of truthful words must be carried out” so
did Rama answer to the words of Bharata.

Prose : When Jabali’s request too failed in the
matter-

56. Then Bharata, the foremost among persons
knowing their advantages, obtained, after
requesting, a very precious pair of crowns in the
form of Rama’s sandals.

S57. And that Bharata, together with his
younger brother Satrughna, returned to Ayodhya at
his brother’s behest; (while) Rama, together with
Laksmana, went to the (Dandaka) forest at his
father’s behest.

58. Bharata dressed in bark, having returned
to his own country after crossing various countries,
became avared to object of pleasure.
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Prose : And thereafter, he resorted to the
place called Nandigrama, with the resolve- “I do
not live in Ayodhya until the return of my brother.
If he delays beyond the (fixed) period, I shall
delight my lives having recourse to fire (i.e.
Consumer of its own shelter), losing no time.”
Rama too entered into the heart of the forest to
clear off the battle wages by troops of demons and
related (to him) by the sages.

59. Being looked at eagerly by the forest deer,
which had widened their eyes as the occasion of
fear were removed and showed no desire (for
eating) even the mouthful of darbha grass, Rama
reached the place of the great sage Atri, which was
illustrious by its very nature and accepted a loving
reception from the sage who was delighted at
heart.

Prose : His wife, Anasuya by name, also
gratified Sita with her own ornaments.

60. For the destruction of the foes who were
like moons to the lotus, namely the mind of his
wife Earth, Rama approached Dandaka, just as the
Sun would approach an array of clouds.

|| Here ends the Ayodhya Kanda | |
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Scheme of Examination - Total Marks - 80

MCQs

(To be answered in Samskrutam only)

(10 of 10) 10X1=10
Essay type questions (2 of 3) 2X10=20
Translation and explanation of shlokas

(2 of 4) 2X5=10
Prose translation (1 of 2) 1x6=06
Annotations (3 of 5) 3X4=12
Short Notes (2 of 4) 2X6=12
Comprehension passage in Samskrutam

(To be answered in Samskrutam only) 5x2=10
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