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INTRODUCTION

In Sanskrit, any literary composition is generally called Kavya.
This Kavya is of two kinds, DRS'YA and S’'RAVYA. The ‘seeable’
literary writings, such as the drama belong to the former group,
while the ‘hearable’ ones comprising of Gadya (Prose), Padya
(poetry and the Campu (prose interspersed with poetry belong to
the latter. The Padya or metrical composition again is of two kinds
in accordance with its length-Mahakavyas (long poems) and
Khandakavyas (short poems) Kalidasa’s Meghaduta is a

Khandakavya, while his Raghuvamsa is a mahakavya.
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MAHAKAVYA.

A Mahakavya must consist of not less then eight and not more
than thirty cantos. The Stanzas in each canto may range between
thirty and two hundred. The poem may deal with the life of a single
hero or with the account of a whole race of kings. The verses in any
canto must be of a uniform metre which may be altered at the end
of the canto. The close of every canto must suggest the subject
matter of the succeeding one. S’rangara, vira or S’anta should be
the predominant sentiment in the poem whose object must be the
attainment of the four Purusarthas, namely, Dharma, Artha, Kama
and Moksha. The poem ought to be embellished with abundant
figures of speech. It ought to contain descriptions of cities, seas,
mountains, seasons, the rise of the sun and the moon, gardens,
water-sport, drinking, love-sport, festivities, separation of lovers,
marriages, birth of a son, counsels, the mission of ambassadors
and the victories of war-lords. Such a Kavya, it is stated, will live to

eternity.
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(Sahitya Darpana 6.315 -325)
Kalidasa — LIFE, DATE AND WORKS

Life : There is a legend according to which Kalidasa was an
illiterate, but was somehow married to an obstinate princess who
abandoned him finding that he had no education at all. There upon
he devoted himself to the worship of Kali who blessed him with
literacy and poesy. Thus he became a Kali-dasa and returned to his
wife who put him the question Asti, Kascit Vagarthah?, in replay to
which it is started that he repeated the same words in the same
order. But, in the affirmative, and that he later composed the three
Kavya’s-1-Kumarasambhava, 2-Meghaduta and 3-Raghuvams’a,
with each one of those words at the commencement of the first

verses of them respectiviely.

There is also a tradition that the poet's parents, who were
childless for a long time, named their son Kali-dasa, as he was born

by the grace of Kali whom they worshipped with devotion.

We can gather some information about Kalidasa’s life from his
own writings. His repeated reference to Ujjain indicates that he
must have spent atleast a part of his life in that city. His dwelling
upon the charms of that city in his Meghadutam makes it clear that
he loved it much. His description of the Tour about the whole of

India and even into the regions beyond the borders of India in the
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Raghuvamsam, makes any one believe that Kalidasa himself must
have made such a grand tour. Mountains seems to have impressed
him deeply. As acutely observed by a critic, he is the only Sanskrit
poet who has described a certain flower (the saffron) which is

exclusively Kashmirian.

There can be no doubt that Kalidasa had extensive education
and that he had mastered rhetoric, dramatic theory, and the science
of grammar the chief of all sciences. He seems to have had besides
the knowledge of Law and Astronomy, proficiency in the profound
and subtle systems of philosophy. If his Kumarasambhava is
Sivaistic, his Raghuvamsa is Visnuite. If the hymn to Visnu in the
latter work is expressing Vedantic monism, the hymn to Brahma in
the former expresses the dualism of the Sankhyas. The Buddhistic
and Yoga doctrines are all mentioned here and there. Therefore we
may observe that in matters of religion and philosophy, Kalidasa

was of an unbiased mind.

DATE : It is a pity that nothing can be stated with definiteness about
the life or date of Kalidasa. The several accounts of his life that we
have are all legends and unreliable stories. Regarding his date we
are only in the region of conjecture and no more. Several theories
have been advanced by eminent scholars of both West and East, to
determine the date of Kalidasa, but none of them has merited
undisputed acceptance. These theories assign Kalidasa to different
periods between the 8" Cent. B.C., and 11the Cent.A.D.

In most of these theories we find that the theorists are particular
of associating their views with some Vikramaditya or other as

Kalisasa’s patron, not being able to set aside the tradition that he
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enjoyed the patronage of Vikramaditya. It is not unlikely that
Kalidasa has paid his tribute to this patron of his in the title of his
play Vikramorvasiyam. But as there have been several
Vikramaditya’s, this tradition by itself does not help us to fix the date
of Kalidasa. One King Vikramaditya started the era known after him,
which commences from 57 B.C. A good many scholars are inclined
to think that this king was our poet’s patron. In support of this view it
is pointed out that the law of inheritance as detailed in the
Sakuntalam Act VI, that the property of a person who died childless
would go to the king, was current in or about the first cent. B.C.
moreover, the Bauddha poet As’vaghosa (beginning of the 2" cent.
A.D) has, in all likelihood, borrowed his ideas from Kalidasa, as the
latter has been recognized as an original poet borrowing his
subjects only from ancient authors like Valmiki. These tend to show
that Kalidasa might have lived in the first cent. B.C. So, this may be

taken as the upper limit for Kalidasa’s date.

To fix the lower limit for the date of Kalidasa, we have some
reliable grounds. The Buddhagaya inscription dated 472 A.D. of
Mahanaman mentions Kalidasa’'s name. Vatsabhatti's (Mandassor)
inscription dated 473 A.D. betrays the influence of the
Meghasandes’a of Kalidasa. Bana (c 600 A.D) refers to Kalidasa in
the introductory verse no. 16 of his Harsacarita. The Aihole
inscription dated 634 A.D. clearly mentions Kalidasa’s name along
with Bharavi’'s. Dandin again refers to Kalidasa in his
Avantisundarikatha. From these evidences, we may safely conclude
that Kalidasa must have lived before the middle of the 5" century
A.D at the latest.
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The two limits mentioned above are, at present, generally
accepted. The period thus arrived at, viz, 56 B.C. to 450 A.D. (5
centuries) is no doubt too long. But, in the absence of very reliable
evidences, assigning Kalidasa to any particular date or century

would only by conjectural.

KALIDASA’S WORKS : More than forty works are attributed to

Kalidasa, but critics acknowledge only seven of them as his. Those

works are-
1-3, Three dramas 1.Malavikagnimitram

2. Vikramorvasiyam

3.Abhijnana S’akuntalam
4-5, Two Mahakavyas 1. Raghuvamsam

2. Kumarasambhavam
6-7, Two Khandakavyas- 1. Meghadutam

2. Rtusamharam
Raguvamsam

Raguvamsa consists of 19 cantos in which some selected
important incidents in lives of eight kings —Dilipa, Raghu, Aja,
Dasaratha, Sri Rama, Kusa, Atithi, and Agnivarna are described in
detail and another twenty one kings are just briefly enumerated in
one canto. The story of Sri Rama is, of course, narrated in full and it
occupies, quite fittingly, the central part of the poem. In such a work
dealing with 29 kings of the same dynasty, we cannot expect the

development of a single continuous plot, but this defect, if it is
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considered so, has been overcome by the development of AT as
the predominent sentiment, 3. the incidents selected for

detailed description, though not directly connected with each other,

form the faumar oA S=RETTIT of &R and that provides a unity of

purpose. Moreover, the common family traits of the Raghus which

are enumerated in verses beginning with TISEHNTHIISEH and
ending with TIUTMM=% 982 are beautifully brought out through the

incidents described and they provide the connecting link for the
different stories. Thus the poet has brought about an effective unity

in diversity and therein lies his real genius.

Summary of Canto |

This Canto prepares the ground for the birth of Raghu after
whom the family and the poem are named. After saluting Parvati
and Parameshwara, Kalidasa expresses his humility and pays his
respects to the earlier writers who have shown him the path for
composing epic poetry (Verses 2 to 4). Then follows a list of
common virtues (Verse 5 to 9) of the kings of Solar dynasty which
the poet proposes to elaborate in the work. The royal line of the
Raghus originated from the Sun and Vaivaswata Manu was the first
king to rule the earth. In his pure family was born a virtuous king by

name Dilipa.
Dilipa’s personality and administrations (verses 13-30)

Dilipa possessed a strong and well-built body capable of

discharging his duties as a king. His wisdom, learning and
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enterprises were all very great in proportion to his magnificent
personality. He was dreaded by the wicked and loved by the good.
Under his rule, the people followed the righteous path. The army
was a mere ornament to him because he never depended on it to
gain his object, but relied only on his own strength and wisdom.
Free from greed, he collected taxes only to spend for the welfare of
the people. Sense of duty, self-control, fearlessness, tolerance and
learning co-existed in him like brothers. He looked after the
education, protection and maintenance of his subjects and hence
he was regarded as their father. Natural calamities did not visit his
kingdom and the people were free from the fear of thieves and
robbers. He was quite impartial and his virtues existed only for the
benefit of others. Being a pious king, he performed sacrifices to
please the Gods who, in turn, made the crops grow well by giving
timely rains. He ruled the earth with case as if it were a single city.
He was an ideal king who possessed most of the family traits

mentioned before.

Dilipa married Sudakshina, the princess of Magadha, whom
he loved dearly. By her he had no issue for a long time and hence
he handed over the Government to the ministers and went with his
wife to the hermitage of his Guru, Vasishtha in order to perform, at
his direction, the religious rites that would enable him to beget a

son.
Dilipa’s Journey to the hermitage of Vasishtha (verses 36-48)

Dilipa set out with his wife seated in a single chariot and
followed by a few attendants. The fragrant and cool breeze of the

countryside, the notes of the peacocks resembling the ¥g<T&, the
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timid deer confidently looking at the chariot with wide-open eyes,
the Sarasa birds flying in formation providing, as it were, a
decorative garland unsupported by the pillers and the full blown
lotuses in the tanks, made the journey delightful. Sacrificers in the
villages on the route greeted the royal couple and conferred their
blessings. Elderly cowherds came forward to greet the king with
presents of butter and the king made kind enquiries to them.
Showing the unfamiliar but beautiful objects to the queen, the king
did not feel the fatigue of the long journey. In the evening, the
couple who had a peculiar splendour in their simple and pure dress,

reached the Asrama of Vasishtha.
Description of Vasishtha’s hermitage (verses 49-55)

The ascetics were returning to the hermitage from the forest
with fruits, vegetables, Kusa grass and sacrificial fuel sticks. The
entrance to the cottages were crowded by the deer fondly fed by
the wives of the sages. Young ascetic girls watering the little plants
left the place soon after pouring water into the basin so that the
birds might confidently drink the same. Deer were sitting and
chewing the cud in the front yards of the huts of hermits where
corns spread for drying have been heaped at the close of the day.
The smoke from the sacrificial fires carrying the fragrance of the
offerings sanctified the whole atmosphere. The king who got down

from the chariot with his wife was duly honoured by the sages.

The king and queen met Vasishta and Arundhati at the close
of the evening rites and paid their respects. The sage honoured the

royal guests and then enquired about the welfare of the kingdom.
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Dilipa’s reply to the enquiry of Vasishtha (verses 60-72)

Dilipa said that there was prosperity in all the seven
constituents of his state when he, his guru, was the removes of all
the man made and natural calamities. The enemies have been
subdued by the spells of Vasishta and the Gods have been pleased
by his performance of sacrifices. When the Guru possessed of
great Brahminical power looked after the welfare of the king, the
kingdom was sure to be prosperous and happy. But Dilipa was
unhappy in one respect. He had no issue and the thought that his

ancestors were worried fearing the stoppage of the offerings of fdus

and ffamiea pained him very much. Progeny alone was capable of
giving happiness in this and the other world. Without that, his

condition was indeed pitiable and the Guru should feel sympathy for
him as he would on seeing a barron tree of the hermitage watered
by himself. Only by begetting a son, one could discharge the debt
due to the ancestors. So Dilipa wanted Vasishta to do that by which

he would be blessed with a child.
Vasishta’s speech (verses 74-81)

Vasishta then went into deep meditation and discovered the
cause of obstruction to progeny. He informed the king that the
impediement to the birth of a child was caused by his failure to

perform the pious duty of honouring the Divine cow (WS)‘:_[) which

was remaining on his path when he was once returning from the
heaven. Failure to honour those who deserved it is a sin which
obstructs prosperity. Since the Divine cow was not readily available

for propitiation, Vasishtha advised Dilipa to serve and please
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Nandini, the daughter ofwé‘:[ as a substitute, for, Nandini when

pleased was capable of granting his desire.
Description of Nandini (verses 82-85)

Just when Vasishtha mentioned her name Nandini returned
from the forest. She was reddish brown in colour and had a
beautiful white spot on her forehead. Milk was flowing from her
large udder at the sight of the calf. By the particles of dust raised by
her hoofs she purified the king as if with a bath in sacred waters.
Vasishtha told the king that her timely arrival was a good omen

indicating the fulfilment of his object.
The vow to be observed by the king and queen (verses 88-91)

Then he directed the king to attend on the cow, himself living
on the produce of the forest. He should move when the cow moved,
stop when she stopped, drink when she had drunk. Thus he should
gain her favour like a student acquiring mastery over learning by
constant practice. The queen also should offer worship to the cow
with devotion in the morning and follow her up to the limits of the
penance grove and receive her in the evening. The king accepted
the advice with due respect and being dismissed for sleep, spent

the night lying on a bed of Kusa grass suitable for his vow.

This canto brings out some of the best traits in the character of

Dilipa and the greatness of the sage Vasishtha.
Character of Dilipa

Apart from possessing the traits of an ideal king as described

in verses 13 to 30, Dilipa was endowed with many other human
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virtues which draw out the respect and sympathy of the readers. He
had confidence in the greatness of his Guru and his devotion for

him was deep and sincere. He addressed Vasishtha as did and, like

a child, pathetically appealed to him to have pity for him. As a true
disciple, he obeyed the command of the Guru. The absence of
progeny pained him more because he could not discharge the debt
to his departed forefathers. Though a ruling monarch, he willingly
undertook the rigorous vow of attending on the cow and living the
life of ascetics, slept on Kusa grass. He treated with equal respect
the learned sacrificers who conferred their blessings on him and the
aged cow-herds who greeted him with presents of butter. He loved
and appreciated Nature and made the queen also do the same.
This made their long journey and the life in the forest delightful.
Rarely we come across a king who is so great and powerful and at
the same time so simple, modest and pious. Though the prosperity
of his kingdom was as much due to his valour and ability as to the
power of Vasishtha, he modestly attributed it to the Brahminical

power of the Guru. Such is an ideal king of Kalidasa.
Greatness of Vasishtha

Vasishtha was the mind born son of the creator and was the
discoverer of Vedic spells. He was a Kulapathi with many disciples
and sages living in and around his Ashrama. Being well versed in
Atharva Veda, he possessed the power to subdue the enemies of
the |kshvakus who took him as their Guru. He could see the past,
present and future by his inner vision acquired by penance. Being a
reqgular performer of sacrifices and Homas on behalf of his

disciples, the Ikshvakus, he pleased the Gods and brought
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prosperity to their kingdom. Dilipa attributed the long and happy life
of his subjects to the Brahminical power of Vasishtha. Finding out
the cause of obstruction to the birth of a son to Dilipa by meditation,
he prescribed the right remedy and the king readily accepted it. The
fact that Nandini, the daughter of Kamadhenu, was permanently

staying with Vasishtha is itself a good evidence of his greatness.

Referring to him Kalidasa uses the words uiffer:, w=mhd, s&raif:,
o, FHewfa:, wef, g, g, e, s ete., which reveal the

various aspects of his greatness. The comparison of such a sage

accompanied by his chaste wife &=t to the sacrificial fire

associated with =T is really beautiful and fully justified.
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Raghuvamsam - | Canto - Translation

1. | salute Parvati and Parameshwara who are the parents of the
Universe and who are (perpetually and inseparably) united like the
speech and its sense, for (obtaining) the correct knowledge of the

words and their meanings.

Following the usual practice of pious writers Kalidasa begins

his work Raghuvamsa with a salutation to his favourite deity Siva

associated with Parvathi 3TeT{e

T | salute T2 IATHUNG STAYEY THTDTH of the root
d—g to salute, whom? qredr < TRy ot uﬁ?ﬂuﬁ%ﬂ, Crre)
I G qradl The daughter of the mountain Himavan UTFFW
é‘%?&' THYT:. The supreme god, Siva, How are they? Iild:
fOad The parents of the universe HIdl o fOdr = fOX an instance
of W compound. Again they are H'Cl_rﬁ' perpetually and
inseparably united. Like what? CIRBIIEE] Like speech and its

sense. Mallinatha treats CIRDICE] as a compound word under the

rule ‘ST HHE! fawegeliu: gadue Yhfdeaia o aHaw”
while others treat it as two different words since the HHIH is

optional. What is the purpose of this salutation dlp < arefey

grrelt qar: ufdufy: 9 arrefufdusd for a clear understanding
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of the speech and its meaning. The figure of speech 3UHAT is

Kalidasa’s preference for and his skill in using apt similes are

reavealed in the very first, verse itself. The metre is 3TET |

TEI;UTf q30: {gOfQII The dynasty of Raghu, By a transference

of the epithet 3THX the work Jd=I describing the dynasty is also

called Raghuvamsa.

In this verse, the reference to the universal parenthood of Siva

and Parvathi, to comparison of their union to that of the word and its

sense and the use of the word Ufdufd to denote the purpose of

salute have special significance.

2. Where is the (great) dynasty that sprang up from the sun and
where is my intellect with limited capacity (range)? In my stupidity,
| wish to cross the ocean that is difficult to cross by means of the

small country boat.

3. Dull-witted and yet seeking a poet’s fame, | will become an object
of ridicule, like a drawf who lifts his hand out of greed for the fruit

which can be reached only by a tall man.

4. Or perhaps, there is scope for me to get entrance into this
dynasty (for describing this line of kings) to which the literary
passage has already been made by ancient poets, as for a thread

into a gem already bored by a diamond (needle)

5. The Raghus who were pure from (the time of ) their birth, whose

actions continued till the appearance of fruit, who were the rulers of
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earth extending as far as the ocean, and the track of whose chariots

extended up to the heaven.

6. Who made offerings into the fire according to the prescribed
rules, who honoured (satisfied) the supplicants (by gifts)
according to their desires, who gave punishment in proportion to
the crime, and who woke up (become alert) at the proper time.

7. Who accumulated wealth for giving it a way in charity, who

spoke sparingly for (maintaining) truth, who desired to conquer for

the sake of fame (alone) and who lived the life of house holders for
progeny.

8. Who pursued the study of letters in boyhood, longed for
pleasures in youth, led the life of sages in their old age and, at
the end, reliquished their bodies by means of yoga.

9. Such a one that | am (who has obtained a passage), though
poor in powers of expression, shall describe the line of Raghus,
being impelled to this inconsiderate act by their merits that have
reached my ears.

10. Wise men who alone can discriminate the good from the bad
deserve to listen to this poem; for the purity or impurity of gold is
tested in fire (alone).

11.There was a Manu by name Vaivaswata who was the first of
kings.

It is well known that Manu, the son of Vivasvan (the Sun), who

enjoyed the esteem of the wise, was the first of kings like the

sacred sound ‘Om’ is (the first) of the Vedas.

12.In the pure race of that Manu was born a purer eminent
monarch, Dilipa by name, just like the moon in the milky

ocean.
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13.Possessed of a broad chest and (raised) shoulders like those of
a bull, tall like a sala tree and endowed with massive (long and
sturdy) arms, he appeared as if the martial spirit has assumed a
body quite fit to discharge its duties.

14.With his body that excelled all (others) in strength, vanquished
everything else in lustre (by valour) and surpassed all in
majesty, he stood pervading (dominating) the whole earth like
(the mountain) Meru.

15.His intelligence was in keeping with his bodily form, his
education to his intelligence, his enterprise equal to his
education and success equal to his enterprise.

16.By his kingly virtues which were both aweinspiring and
endearing, he was unapproachable and (at the same time)
easily accessible to his subjects like the ocean is on account of
watermonsters and gems.

17.The subjects of his, their ruler acting like the rim of a wheel
under a clever driver, did not deviate even a little (to the width of
a line) from the path trodden since the days of Manu.

18.He collected taxes from his subjects only to promote their
welfare; for the Sun draws water only to give it back thousand
fold.

19.The army was but an appendage to him. His means of achieving
his objects were only two (things) an intelligence not foiled in
sciences and the string applied to his bow.

20.With his plans kept secret and his countenance and designs
also hiding the inner feelings, his undertakings had to be inferred
from their results like the impressions of previous births (left on

the mind by the good or bad deeds)
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21.(Though) free from fear, he guarded his body; unafflicted with
disease, he performed religious rites; without greed, he
amassed wealth and free from attachment, he enjoyed
pleasures.

22.Modest reserve in spite of knowledge, forbearance despite
power, and the absence of boasting in the presence of
munificence, thus his virtues, being associated with virtues (of
opposite nature) appeared to be born of the same source.

23.He who was not attracted by worldly pleasures, who had seen
the other end of (mastered) all branches of learning and who
took delight in righteous pursuits, had the old age (perfection)
without being advanced in age.

24.By imparting education, by protection and maintenance, he was
the father of his subjects their (real) fathers were merely the
causes of their birth.

25.To that wise Dilipa who punished (fined) the gquilty for the
preservation of order and took a wife for the sake of progeny,
even the pursuit of wealth and pleasures did amount to Dharma
(duty) only.

26.He milked (collected tributes from) the earth for (the
performance of) sacrifices, and Indra drained the heaven for (the
growth of) crops: thus by an exchange of wealth, the two
sustained the two worlds.

27.Indeed, other kings could not attain (imitate) his fame as a
protector; for, theft having turned away from other people’s

property, survived only in word (expression)
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28.A good man, though an enemy, was acceptable to him like a
medicine to the sick, and a wicked person, though friendly, came
to be discarded like a finger bitten by a snake.

29.Verify, Brahman- created him with the ingredients of the (five)
great elements; for all his qualities had soley the good of others
as their purpose.

30.He ruled the earth not subjected to another’s rule as if it were a
single city, its circular ramparts being constituted by the shores
of the sea, and the ocean itself serving as its most.

31.He had a wife like Dakshina to the Sacrifice, who was born of
the (royal) Magadha race and was by name Sudakshina, a
name reputed to convey courtesy.

32.Though he had a large harem (many wives) the lord of the earth
(king) considered himself a husband only by that highminded
lady and the goddess of royal fortune.

33.Longing for the birth of a son through her who was worthy of
him, he spent his days in hopes which delayed to bear fruit.

34.With a view to perform religious rites which would be conducive
of progeny, he laid down the heavy yoke of the world from his
hand and placed it on his ministers.

35.Then, that couple, out of desire to get a son, got (themselves)
purified, worshipped the creator of the world, and went to the
hermitage of their preceptor, Vasishtha.

36.Seated in a single chariot which made a deep but pleasing
sound, like the lightning and Airavata (Indra’s elephant) (seated)
on a cloud of the rainy season; (the couple went to the

hermitage of Vasistha).
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37.That there should be no disturbance to the hermitage, they went
with limited attendants, yet on account of their peculiar majesty,
they looked as if surrounded by an army.

38.Served by breezes of a pleasant touch which carried the
fragrance of the exudation of sala trees, scattered the pollen
dust of flowers and shook the rows of forest trees (they went to
the hermitage of Vasishtha)

39.Listening to the delightful notes of the peacocks which raised
their faces at the rumbling of the wheels of the chariot, notes
that were made two fold by the peacocks and resembled the
Shadja tune (they went to the Asrama of Vasishta)

40.0bserving the similarity of each others eyes in the couples of
deer which, moving a little away from the path, fixed their eyes
on the chariot, (they went to the Asrama of Vasishtha)

41.0ccasionally with their heads raised at (being attracted by) the
water-birds (swans or cranes) uttering sweet notes and, as they
flew in a row, forming, as it were, a gateway-garland without (the
support of) posts, they went.

42.0wing to the favourableness of the wind that forebode the
fulfilment of their wish, the tresses (of the queen) and the turban
(of the kind) untouched by the dust raised by the horses, (they
proceeded)

43.Smelling the sweet perfume of lotuses in the tanks cool by the
agitation of (coming in contact with) the waves and which
imitated their breath (in fragrance) they went to the hermitage of
Vasishtha.
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44.Receiving the unfailing blessings which followed the offerings of
honour by the sanctifiers in the villages granted by themselves
and marked with sacrificial posts (they went)

45.Enquiring of the aged cowherds who approached them with
(presents of) fresh butter, the names of wild trees (grown) on the
way, they proceeded to the hermitage of Vasishtha)

46.They who journeyed to-gether, clad in white (holy) attire, had an
indescribable splendour like that of the Chitra constellation and
the Moon in conjunction, freed from the mists of winter.

47.Showing the various beautiful objects to his wife, the sweet-
looking king who was equal to Budha (Mercury in knowledge)
did not even feel the distance travelled over.

48.He (Dilipa) of unattainable fame, having the queen as his
companion, reached, in the evening with his horses fatigued, the
hermitage of the great sage (Vasishtha) who practised self-
control.

49.(The hermitage) which was being thronged by sages returning
from other forests, bringing with them sacrificial sticks, holy
Kusa, grass and fruits, and welcomed by (sacred) fires going
forward in an invisible form.

50.(The hermitage) which abounded in deer accustomed to receive
a share of the Nivara grains and blocking the doors of the huts
as if they were the children of the sage’s wives.

51.Wherein the young trees were left by the hermit-girls soon after
the watering was over, to rouse the confidence of birds
accustomed to drink water from the basins (around the roots of

plants)
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52.Where the deer were chewing the cud squatting in the court-
yards of cottages wherein wild corn was collected into heaps at
the decline of sunshine.

53.Which purified the guests coming towards the hermitage by the
columns of smoke wafted by the wind (the smoke) which
indicated the blazing of fires and was charged with the fragrance
of the offerings (into the fire)

54.Then after bidding the charioteer to give rest to the horses, he
helped his wife to alight from the chariot and himself also got
down.

55.The hospitable sages who had perfect control of their senses,
offered their respects to him, in the company of his wife their
esteemed protector who was guided by the principles of justice
(who saw the eye of state-craft)

56.At the end of the evening rites, he saw the treasure house of
penance (Vasishtha) with Arundhati seated behind him like the
sacrificial fire associated with Svaha (his wife)

57.The king, and the queen who was a princess of Magadha,
seized (touched) the feet of both (inreverence) and the preceptor
and his wife also, (in return) greeted them with joy.

58.The sage enquired of him, whose fatigue caused by the jolting of
the chariot was relieved by the act of hospitality and who
(himself) was a hermit in the hermitage of a kingdom, about the
welfare of his kingdom.

59.Then, the lord of wealth (the king) who had conquered the cities
of the enemies and who is the best among eloquent speakers,
spoke (the following) words full of sense, in front of him

(Vasishtha) who was the store house of Atharva scriptures.



115

60.1t is proper, indeed that prosperity should reign in all the seven
constituents of my state when you are the remover of whose
super-human or human calamities.

61.My arrows which can hit only the visible targets are, as it were,
rendered superfluous by your spells which put down the
enemies far ahead (invisible) yourself being the seer (author) or
incantations.

62.0 sacrificer, the offerings tendered by you into the holy fires
according to Vedic injunctions turn into rain to nourish the crops
which would otherwise wither away by drought.

63.That my subjects live the full period of human life. Free from fear
(worries) and public calamities are due to your Brahminical
power.

64.When | am thus cared for by you, my Guru born of Brahman,
how will my fortunes, free from calamities, not be continuous?
(uninterrupted)

65.But the (lordship of the) earth with all its islands, though the
yielder of precious gems, does not please me, who have not
seen a worthy child born of this, your daughter-in-law.

66.Indeed my departed ancestors, foreseeing a break in the
offerings of cakes (pinda) after me, do not eat to their fill in the
Sraddha ceremony being intent upon storing the offerings (for
future use)

67.Surely the libation of water offered by me, is drunk by my
forefathers, rendered warm by their own sighs thinking that it will

not be available after me.
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68.Therefore, with my soul purified by (the performance of)
sacrifices, but obscured by want of issue, | am both bright and
dim like the Lokaloka mountain.

69.Religious merit born of penance and gifts produces happiness in
the other world, but the progeny descended of a pure family
leads to happiness in this and the next world.

70.0 creator, how is it that you do not grieve on seeing me destitute
of progeny as you would on seeing a tree of the hermitage
standing barren though watered by yourself through affection.

71.0 mighty one, know that this last debt causes me unbearable
pain like a tying post piercing the vitals does to an elephant,
longing for its bath.

72.0 father, please do that by which | may be released from it, for,
the success of lkshvaku kings, in matters beyond their reach,
depends upon you.

73.Thus respectfully informed by the king, the sage remained for a
while with his eyes fixed in meditation, like a tank with the fish
asleep.

74.He, whose mind was enlightened by meditation, discovered the
cause of the stoppage of progeny to the lord of the earth, and
then informed him thus.

75. On a former occasion, when you were returning to the earth
after attending on Indra, the divine cow (Surabhi) was remaining
under the shade of a celestial free (Kalpataru) on your way.

76.Your thoughts fixed on this queen who has bathed after her
monthly courses (menstruation) being afraid of violating a
sacred obligation, you did not act properly towards her (the cow)

who deserved the honour of being gone round and worshipped.
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77.She cursed you thus, “since you have shown disrespect to me,
you shall have no offspring unless you propitiate my progeny”.

78.0 king, the curse was heard neither by you nor by the charioteer
as the stream of the celestial ganges was roaring on account of
the elephants guarding the extremities sporting wantonly in it.

79.Know, then, that the attainment of your desire is barred by the
disrespect shown to her (Surabhi) For default in honouring those
who deserve honour, obstructs one’s prosperity.

80.She (Kamadhenu) is now dwelling in the Nether world, the gates
of which are closed (guarded) by the serpants, in order to supply
sacrificial offerings (milk, ghee etc)to Varuna who has initiated a
prolonged sacrificial session.

81.“Taking her daughter as a representative of the diving cow, and
remaining pure, you propitiate her along with your wife. For she,
when pleased, is the giver (milker) of all desires.

82.Even as he was speaking thus, the irreproachable cow named
Nandini, which is the producer of the sacrificial offerings to this
sacrifice (Vasishtha) returned from the forest.

83.Soft and reddish brown like a tender leaf and bearing a slightly
curved mark of white hair in the forehead like the evening sky
bearing the new moon, (she returned from the forest)

84.(The cow) possessed of a large udder (like a pot) (returned from
the forest) drenching the earth with a stream of terpid milk which
flowed at the sight of the calf and which was more sanctifying
than the holy bath performed at the end of a sacrifice.

85.(The cow returned) imparting to the king the purity that arises
from a bath in holy water, by means of the particles of dust

raised from near by her hoofs coming in contact with the body.
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86.Seeing her whose sight was sacred, the sage (the treasure of
penance) who knew the omens, again addressed the king who
was fit to be initiated for sacrifice and whose prayer to gain the
desired object was not without fruit (was sure to be fulfilled)

87.0 king, know that the fulfilment of your wish is near, since the
blessed one (Nandini) has arrived just when her name was
mentioned.

88.Living upon the products of the forest, you should please this
cow by constantly attending upon (following) her as one would
gain knowledge by constant application.

89.You should move on when she moves, stand when she stands,
sit down when she sits and drink water when she has drunk
water.

90.Let our daughter-in-law (Sudakshina) too, being pure and full of
devotion, follow her, in the morning, after she is worshipped, as
far as (the bounds of) the penance-grove and go forward (to
receive her) in the evening.

91.Thus you be devoted to her service till she is pleased. Let there
be no obstacles to you. May you stand, like your father, in front
of those possessing worthy sons.

92.Saying ‘yes’ the disciple (of the sage) who knew the right place
and time, and who was accompanied by his wife, accepted the
command of his master with joy and humility.

93.Then at night, the learned son of the Creator who spoke
endearing words, dismissed the king of distinguished fortune, for
his sleep.

94.Though possessed of great power due to penance, the sage,

well versed in the rules of rituals, out of regard for the vow
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(undertaken by the king) provided him only with such

accommodation suited to a forest life.

95.That king having his pure (self-controlled) wife as his only
companion, occupied the hut pointed out by the Kulapathi,
(Vasishtha) and lying on a bed of Kusa grass, spent the night
whose and was announced by the chanting of Veda by his

disciples.

SUHAT HITASHE

In this canto Kalidasa has lavishly used his favourite Alankara
3UHT. Aptness and familiarity are the redeeming features of his

similes. In the Mangala sloka itself the comparision of Tredt and

T to the words and their meaning is exceptionally apt and

beautiful. They are foremost in the mind of the poet who
proposes to compose a poem which constitutes of words and

their senses rerel @igdl hlgH. The union of Parvati and
Parameshwara in the form of 34T is not only permanent but

also inseparable. This cannot be suggested in a better way than
comparing them to 3T and 3ref. Moreover, the Universe which

consists of nothing but name and form YH&WUIHSNH or
Ql@cﬂfd—ldﬂ-l\ is only a manifestation of Tradt and THYUT. The
similes like — “fidg&R AEGIUAIH A" “UIR[aR Het

N\ [a) 09 . e
MHIgGdTg R aTH:” etc., are so simple and familiar that even a

child can understand and appreciate them. Some of the similes,
apart from their aptness and familiarity, also help us to
understand the poet's idea more clearly than by a mere

statement of facts. “HUT Torgqehivl GaLgamed ¥ 7fd:” Is an

example of such a simile. Many of the similes are drawn from the
very scene that is described and they have a special charm of
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their own. Dilipa met his Guru soon after the latter had performed
the Homa. So the fire and Svaha form part of the scene and the

simile “SAAHEYT W@edd Y has got greater
propriety. It is also suggestive of the purity and the great power

of &2l and dfem. “fod wAfMa eEangHITHT” is

another example of this. Type-

Kalidasa’s love for Nature, his careful observation of her
beauty, his mastery over the various branches of learning and

his vast experience of the world, have given him a wide chance

to draw apt and beautiful similes qUass<dIHa’ is taken from

the Vedic lore, B5: &fXMemfda’ from puranic lore, “aTar

TARAmE:’. from the experience of the world, “E&hI: UpAT 5a°
from the Sastras. ‘AT fUm  from ritualistic lore.

emmEs"a  from daily experience and {ihqud sd 5.’

AT IRIR] =IT=|T[’ etc. from nature. Kalidasa’s similes have

such a wide range that it is impossible to cover or atleast give a
fairly good account of them here.

As regards Kalidasa’s description of Nature, we have got only
a glimpse in this canto in the descriptions of Dilipa’s journey and

the hermitage of Vasishtha.
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| Sem. B.Com Examination
LANGUAGE SANSKRIT - I
Raghuvamsham - | Canto, Grammar and Comprehension
Time : 2 Hours Max. Marks : 60
Instructions : 1) Answer in Sanskrit / Kannada / English.

2) Answer Q. Nos. |, V, and VI in Sanskrit only.

| T 3 fored | 1x10 = 10
BOBRT LLBTR, B0/ WICND.

Select and write the correct answer

?) FfAGerTe: &: ?

37) SIfeTer:, 3M) areHieh:,
3) WIS, <) wrf:,
R) AR KT FHfd: ?
37) dTeHTh:, 3T) IS,
%) WA, %) W,
3) Tﬂﬁ'ﬂ' ST 3Y: dfuld: ?
#) A0, ) TYOT,
3) A, %) TR,
%) ST Oad & 2
37) TARERM, 31T) AT,

R ETIRECE N ) gadu=r



37) feeit:, 3) qEU:,

) IS, %) &,
§) feeTuer Tell =t 2

37) ey, 3m) i,

%) gafam, g) AUered,
9) T HFERT J2F T 2

31) gIay, M) TEl,

) TEERY, 3) T,
¢) ST Uet T ?

37) ey, 3m) i,

) Yafer, g) 3T,
R) faeiT: wuedr | afEsyH el yiud ?

31) W, o) fe,

3) U, 3) TR,
R0) d THIT R MHH TG ?

31) Ifem, 31) ATl

3) foanfma=, 3) 3T,
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Il 59 Ua=e folld | oo gwom wdcnd  2x8=16

Answer any Two of the following questions.

. TifeTerIHETRd: S—hTAa—ahdl: At forad |
SHTVTD RYTRIT T3, DO T FINTR, WO 2I0N0.

Write about place, date and works of great poet Kalidasa.
2. feetue afaersras faqu |
DOCTR [ATWITHE, FeOT WRODTY, DTOA.
Describe Dileepa’s journey to Vasisthashrama.
3. fiettuer rsguiiurersRag e forad |
QOLTT TRRTYITT, B0 WI0WO.

Write an essay on the administration of Dileepa..

m. AT FAGMT A FHeal AU | 3x3 =9
O3OR)TWTR FIRTY é.@,c%r{%a& TR AWOA.

Translate any three shlokas and explain.

c

?) F GIAUYar d31: 99 dAreaiaNar 9fd: |

o N CC

Y g &t ARTGSUIEH HRRA |l

R) TEaY IfSHATT THd: J[fSqaT: |

(N

feeh sfa Toig: o5 afiRfenfa |
3) STTed foeTa’ Jadr JAGEAT |

At St IEE TASTTHGUSHA |
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A [a) \
%) THGAMHIGE HINgg U |
YA oot I ARRIREHT |

Y) ST AT TEEaeT 7 afosfd |
AT FSifd @ 213mg 4 i

V. BT ST WEeH ﬁT{UlT-F— 2x3 =6

CIRVPHTRTWER NTE TRINTR, WOWPFD&RI [0

Explain with reference to context any two of the following sentences.
(?) WA el ATHIGEIGRT aH: |
() G foar foawerar saet e da: |
(3) rsar gu: foarsardiageiamer |
(%) wfaaeia & 99 qsageeaiasha:

V. G&haumsar 3o forad |

37) TSIl ST J&Y J<-1 fola | 5x1 =5
. T R, W 3. § . JMTH:
Y HER: & R 9. Tell ¢. T

3T) S THR-JET-TII fored | 4X1=4

2. fadiy: . 3few 3. iAsfd 8. I
Y. g3t € #afd . 37gElq ¢. JEIE
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VITR=sE afdwar TR STAfll HEhaeear fored | 2x5-=10

(e

FghST AT TAdh: YiTs: 3Mwuh: | |
AT g5 ST FEATRITET ITRAT, 987 GROMT: &t wadifd
qd odld At | 999 ulenfdw: wEm It @did
TR SUFRIAET ST Waf < q 9% aRem:
aft fRwper: ufowfd | d@md  awne-fFaar gad
qad T @ A Gigdn: vafw | 31 a9 3T shaet
SEAGeAEr Phad = B 9 ' T gwaf | e
Ufafeaw 3regaay, efiaed YEh:, Jaqed g, gaed
T, A Tdemar v 3 war e s eed: |

el AL ot zreg Udtedl shd FTad |

1. TS MU0 2

2. gfafdT sregafe- faeftar e sweg udter & 3red?
3. AhWNe—ga: &Y 79 gigan: vaf<?

4. har URumH: FHuper: wiasafd?

5. 9 fohe 37 2T

%ok sk ok ok



