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In India, the Ramayana and Mahabharata, Rama and Sit3,
Hanuman and Ravana, Visnu and the Garuda, Krsna and Radha,
the Kauravas and the Pandavas, are everywhere, in sculptured
stone about the temples, and on the carved woodwork of
houses ; on the graven brass and copper of domestic utensils
; or painted in fresco on walls, Rama, like Visnu, dressed in
yellow, the color of joy, Laksmana in purple, Bharata in green,
and Satrughna in red.... They are the charm which has stayed
the course of time in India. (quoted in 'A History of Indian Lit-
erature,' p.251, Herbert H. Gowen, D.D. from Sir George Bird-
wood's Industrial Arts of India)
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Introduction

The Ramayana is one of the most revered literary works
in Indian culture and heritage, as it is a source of inspiration,
strength, and belief to millions of people in India and abroad.
This great epic along with the Mahabharata has enriched the
culture of India, moulded her national character, shaped her
value system, and supported her rich literary tradition. There-
fore the two magnificent masterpieces naturally occupy a
place of pre-eminence in the fields of both literature and cul-
ture. They are held in high respect as National epics in India.

The national epics are creations of the revered sages Valmi-
ki and Vedavyasa. This distinction has conferred on them the
title Arsa kavyas, meaning rshipranita.

The hoary tradition in India has always regarded the
Ramayana as the adikdvya and Valmiki as the adikavi, which
means that he is the first and the foremost poet. Bhojadeva,
author of the graceful work Champulramayana makes it clear
when he pays his tributes to the great sage thus :

AYFIHOTAT Ariesif Tef:

Valmiki is not only considered as the father of Indian poetic
tradition but is looked up to as a model, a pathfinder by the
poets who followed him.

In the Vedic literature is found the origin and growth of In-
dian literary, philosophical, spiritual traditions. It must be ac-
cepted that the Vedic phase documents the inspiring genius
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of the Vedic people in its naturally beautiful and powerful ex-
pressions. The language was already enriched by the Vedic
seers and a kind of poetic fabric was also available in the Ve-
das. The Vedic literature in the Sanskrit language perhaps sets
itself on equal footing with the Janapada or folk literature of
other languages. It is folk literature that provides the rich and
resourceful backdrop for the development of classical litera-
ture.

Sage Valmiki- made use of the Vedic meters anustubh, tris-
tubh, etc., along with the ballads in vouge to fashion a perfect
kavya, of his own. Valmiki's polished diction, poetic fervor, and
mellifluous music of the flow of language made an instant ap-
peal to the critics. He is fondly referred to as the cuckoo that
sings the sweet song of Rama perched on the branch of po-
etry.

ol AARTATT YR ALRIERH | T8l HIAITRINGT ¢
qredifbdifbad |1

Ramayana is the Adikavya, first and foremost epic. The story
of Rama is very old. It is told in the Vana Parva of the Ma-
habharata, to boost the drooping spirits of Yudhistira.

Ramayana tells the story of the valiant prince of the solar dy-
nasty, Sri Rama, son of Dasaratha, thus his virtuous wife Sita's
sufferings, selfless service of Lakshmana, nobility of Bharata,
undaunted courage and devotion to duty of Hanuman, power,
and prosperity of Ravana, the pratinayaka. The creator God
Brahma himself pronounced immortality on the poetic cre-
ation of Valmiki.
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The immortal character of the great poem should be cred-
ited to the ennobling and uplifting qualities, to which the hu-
man aspiration is bound forever.

The spirit of sacrifice man is capable of, his ability to uphold
moral and ethical standards even at times of deep crises, his
capacity to maintain strong filial bonds, his struggle to retain
the integrity of character both at the individual and public lev-
els, in short, the victory of virtue over the powerful evil, show-
cased as the great and grand story of the

Ramayana has sent a ray of hope to mankind. It is rejuve-
nating the faith in the ultimate goodness of man today, as
it did in the Pandava hero, Yudhistira then. The eternal val-
ues embedded in the epic in a graceful poetic garb makes it
the most enjoyable poem, over which the fleeting time has
but little effect. Ramayana's popularity has remained unfaded
through the long lanes of centuries that have rolled since its
composition.

qrestfos FRERYAT IMARRIEAT | A1g Ya- guar
IHEUHEHG! ||

It is not at all surprizing that the Ramayana has left an indel-
ible mark on the multifaceted cultural expression of the sub-
continent. Music, dance, art and architecture, social practices,
and literary output innumerable art forms both folk and clas-
sical are imbued with the spirit of the Ramayana.



XIX
Sage Valmiki :

Valmiki is the son of sage D%l?m He is referred to as m%w
He lived in an ascetic grove on the banks of the river dHYI. He
was a compassionate man of profound insight. ympathy

All the poets who succeded Valmiki speak highly of him as
the first poet who paved the way for kavya tradition in the
classical age.

Bhojadeva, the celebrated author of the Champi Ramayana,
says:

YT Uaadi UH: Ha-g

Great poets and dramatists like Kalidasa, Bhavabhati, Ding-
naga give intimate pictures of sage Valmiki's personality. He
is supposed to have given shelter to queen Sita, after she was
abandoned in the forest, due to the scandal that spread in
Ayodhya. He is also credited with the important task of initiat-
ing and training her twin sons Lava and Kusa into the tradition
of singing his enchanting poem Ramayana. Kalidasa speaks
in high adoration of the magnanimous heart and karunya of
Valmiki. thus

AT SIGAIR] Al @I d I ib: ||

(Raghuvamsa - 14th Canto)

The main sentiment of the epic Ramayana according to the
well-known critic Anandavardhana is Karuna.

Many stories are in vogue about sage Valmiki's early life.
According to one version, he was an ordinary hunter who in-
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dulged in sinful acts of fleecing the travelers of their valuables
and killing them. A sage who was a victim of this hunter once
converted him into a pious man and made him do

tapas. Later the hunter became a poet due to the hang,
metamorphosis that took place in his outlook and personality.

However, it appears that the eminent poets who followed
Valmiki do not subscribe to these accounts. None of them
have made even a passing remark about them. Maybe these
accounts originated later and therefore lack in authenticity
and in veracity.

Age of the Ramayana:

As per the Indian tradition, Ramayana belongs to the treta-
yuga. Treta is the second time scale in the four-fold time con-
cept viz,, Krta, treta, dvapara, and Kali. Now we are in the Kali
age which is in progress. If we take into account the remaining
portion of the treta after Ramavatara, the time span of dvédpara
and the number of years that have rolled in the Kaliyuga, the
age of the Ramayana would be about 8, 99, 100 years.

But the western scholars who have toiled a great deal to fix
the historical dates of the Indian literary works and their Indian
counterparts do not concede such antiquity to the Ramayana.

Aryabhata, an ancient Indian mathematician in his mathe-
matical work Aryabhatiyam has mentioned the beginning of
the Kali age, which is about 3000 B.C. Based on the evidence
of Aryabhata it is about 5100 years since Kali began.
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In the Vanaparvan of the Mahabharata, sage Markandeya
relates the story of Rama and Sita to Yudhistira. This. supports
the tradition that Ramavatara took place before Krsnavatara.
Even a rough estimate based on genuine indigenous evidence,
the Ramayana needs to be placed before 5000 years. However,
even the Vedas, considered as revelations are placed about
1300 B.C. by the scholars of the previous century.

But it should also be admitted that the final word about the
dates of many other ancient works is yet to be pronounced.
Discoveries made using modern technological help are shed-
ding new light in this direction. Recent archaeological findings
beneath the sea in Camby and the satellite photographs taken
by NASA are pointing towards the presence of a very ancient
stone bridge built underneath the sea. It is also conjectured
that it might be the same 'setu’ built by Rama with the help
of the Vanara heroes to cross the ocean and reach the city of
Lanka on the other shore of the sea.

The probable date suggested for this bridge is about 17
lakh years. In light of these findings, it is clear that judgments
cannot be pronounced on the correct date of the Ramayana
right now.

Meaning and message of the Ramayana.

It may also be noted that the Ramayana, tells the story of
the integral life of the universe. It binds into one fold several
planes of existence that look so different in nature. There are
gods, demons, men, vanaras, birds, rakshasas, and many oth-
ers. But life in the universe is a cooperative effort. Peaceful
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co-existence amongst several life forms is possible if all the
involved elements are responsible, controlled, dutiful, and re-
spect the dignity and right to life of the others. One attacking
the other does impair the delicate balance that is maintained
by Nature.

The story of the Ramayana, with Sri Rama as the central
character, sends this message in clear terms. Rama's vision,
depth of understanding, self-control, a deep sense of duty
coupled with immense physical might capable enough to
punish the guilty, acts as a cohesive force amongst different
levels of existence. All forms of life are equally dignified sug-
gests the Ramayana. A man endowed with intelligence has a
higher duty of maintaining harmony in nature. Species other
than human beings are also capable of a virtuous, and ethical
life. Birds and beasts are also moved by an innate good sense.
They can also see the difference between what is good and
what is evil. Don't we have the inspiring example of Jatayu, the
great vulture fighting the invincible Ravana at the time of Sita's
abduction? Unmindful of his old age and limited capacity he
jumps to resist Ravana and lays his life at the altar of a noble
cause. Sr1 Rama also reciprocates this selfless act of the bird by
according paternal respect to him. The death of the bird was
mourned and funeral rites as per the Vedic injunctions were
performed by Rama as in the case of his own father.

S. R. Leela
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VALMIKI RAMAYANAM-
BALAKANDA - SARGA-1

Saint Narada visits hermitage of Valmiki -- Valmiki queries
about a single perfect individual bestowed with all good
qualities enumerated by him -- Narada, knower of past,

present and future, identifies such a man -- describes vir-

tues, qualities of Sri Rama -- narrates briefly the story of his
life.

1. A0 ascetic, qTeHTh: Valmiki, T9: STERRTE_highly
delighted in the practice of religious austerities and study
of vedas, aTfagT 9 eloquent among the knowledgeable,
Eﬁlﬁﬁ'{preeminent among sages, RGH Nara y enquired.

Ascetic Valmiki enquired of Narada, preeminent among
the sages ever engaged in the practice of religious auster-
ities or study of the Vedas and best among the eloquent.

2. 7T BT in this world, TFITH now, I°TIH endowed
with excellent qualities, &: J who indeed, I with

prowess, 9HST: T knower of righteousness, Fdsl: T grateful
(who remembers even little help done by others), TIaTH:
truthful in his statements, Tedd: firm in his vows (till such
time he achieves the results), %: who?

"Who in this world lives today endowed with excellent
qualities, prowess, righteousness, gratitude, truthfulness
and firmness in his vows?

3. & who!?, TEIT with good conduct, Jh: is endowed,
F: who!?, ﬁ?@g for all living beings, fe&a benefactor, :
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who?, ﬁ?{l{ learned man (knower of everything which is
to be known), ® who?, @H: T competent (capable of
doing things which cannot be done by others), % who?
LETRREETH solely delightful in appearance to everyone,

Who is that one gifted with good conduct, given to the
wellbeing of all living creatures, learned in the lore (knowl-
edge of all things that is known), capable of doing things
which others can not do and singularly handsome?

4. THA selfrestrained, F: who?, fSIAhIe: one who has
conquered anger, gﬁ'ﬂﬁ\one who is endowed with splenh
dour, 3TTgIH: one who is free from envy (envy depicting
one's merits as weak points), F: who?, WTAUTET excited
to wrath, ¥ to whom, H’gﬁ in the battle, i?ﬂ: T celestial
beings, devatas, fe=1fq are afraid of.

Who (among men) is selfrestrained? Who has conquered
anger? Who is endowed with brilliance and free from envy?
Who is that when excited to wrath even the devatas, are
afraid of (let alone foes)?

5. Tdq_this, ST&q_ |, ’)ﬁ:q?{to listen, TBTH am desirous, ¥
my, ?ﬁﬁ&'{curiosity, R & is great, ey O Maharshi, &9
you, TIH of such (virtues), TW man, TGH to know,
qud: 7Y are competent.

O Maharshi, | intend to hear about such a man whom you
are able to place? Indeed great is my curiosity".

6. F@IHa: knower of the three worlds, TRE: Narada,
TeHTeh: Valmiki's, Udq 99: these words, %1 ¥ having
heard, %EI?IT’Tﬁﬁ "Listen to me", M-I ¥ having invited,
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9&E: was delighted, T words, 3741 spoke.

Invited by Valmiki to take his seat Narada, knower of the
three worlds heard him and said with delight, "Listen to
me!". And thus spoke.

7. ﬂ?f O Sage Valmiki, 989: many, ﬁ?ﬂ: T U9 rare in©
deed are the ordinary people endowed with such qualities,
q I°TT: those qualities, 4T by you, Frfdar: described, &
with those qualities, I: endowed with, X: man, I
listen, 3184 |, 981 having ascertained, TEITH shall tell you.

"O sage rare indeed are men endowed with the many qual-
ities you have described. | ascertained one. Listen carefully.

8. 3WW: born in the race of king Ikshvaku, I¥: ¥
known as Rama (one who delights others), T by people,
¥d: is heard, e steady natured (meaning thereby imr
mutable form), W&EE: incomprehensible prowess, JfdHTT
selfeffulgent, ﬂ'ﬁl’qﬁ selfcommanding, EE subjecting the
senses (subjecting the entire world under his control).

People have heard his name as Rama, who was born in
the race of king lkshvaku, having steady nature, possessing
incomprehensible prowess, selfeffulgent, selfcommanding
and subjecting senses under his control.

9. 3@"‘41{ great intellectual, Hﬁﬁ'ﬂ'ﬁ[ learned in ethical

(statecraft) philosophy, /T proficient in speeches, %ﬁm{
possessing vast auspiciousness, ﬂjﬁ?&;ﬂ: destroyer of foes
(sins), TAT&M: broad shouldered, WEETg: strongarmed,

3h"§£ﬁ'°[: possessing conchshaped neck, #&lgd: having prome
inent and strong cheeks.
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He (Sri Rama) is a great intellectual, adherent to rules,
eloquent, handsome, destroyer of foes (sins), broadshoul-
dered, strongarmed, having conchshaped neck and prom-
inent cheeks.

10. TEIEh: having broad chest, TEAET: armed with a great
bow (meaning thereby having strong body to carry a bow),
e has fleshy collar bones, TR is destroyer of foes
(sins), SNTIATE: has arms extending upto knees, RIELE
head with noble qualities, &1 has a large and beautiful
forehead, gﬁw: is endowed with mighty prowess.

Possessing a broad chest, armed with a great bow, with
fleshy collar bones, kneelong arms, a noble head, a grace-
ful forehead and great prowess, he is the destroyer of foes
(sins).

11. GH: neither too tall nor too short, QHEAYAT: has
wellproportioned limbs, famEot: has shining complexion,
JdT99T is mighty and powerful, T strong welldevela
oped chest, e has expansive eyes, E&JﬁTﬂ{ lustrous
body, JHSHT: has auspicious qualities (according to scie
ence of palmistry).

Mighty and powerful, he has a wellproportioned body,
neither tall nor short, shining complexion, welldeveloped
chest, large eyes, lustrous body and good qualities.

12. ¥9F: knower of duties (of protecting those who take
refuge in him) of life, IF-: firm in his vows, IS for
his subjects, ﬁﬁ doing good, Id: intent on, TR renowned,
SITTYH=: omniscient, pla: pure and devout, 924: obedient
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to elders (or accessible to those who are dependent on
him), 1v'l'“le":I'I{meditating on the means of protecting those
who took refuge in him.

Pious, firm in his vows, he is ever intent on doing good
to his subjects. He is, illustrious, wise, and pure at heart.
He is obedient to elders (or accessible to those who are
dependent on him) and ever meditating (on the means of
protecting those who take refuge in him).

13, ST equal to Brahma, aﬁ‘ﬂ{surpassed the entire
world in auspiciousness, HTdl sustainer of this entire world,
ﬁgﬁ‘ﬁ‘f: destroyer of enemies, ferar protector, HATaHT of
all living beings, THET of code of morals, TR protector.

Auspicious like Brahma, Sri Rama is the sustainer of this
world, destroyer of enemies and protector of all living be-
ings and of the moral code.

14. ¥¥ of his own, THET duties of a king, Tferan protector,
T T of his own subjects, YT protector, IgAgTFaT:
knowledgeable in the true nature of vedas and vedangas,
Tﬁ% 9 in military science, one of the upavedas (a great
archer), ffya: accomplished.

He has performed the duties of a king and protected his
subjects. knowledgeable in the true nature of the Vedas he
is accomplished in military science (he is a great archer).

15. GERITETIATIE: knower of the true meaning of all scripe

tures, Fﬂ_ﬁ'ﬂ'l{has infalliable retentive memory, Sl'f%m'ﬁﬁl'l{is
talented (possessing brightness of conception), RECIEIERE

is beloved of all people, 9TY: welldisposed and courteous
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(even towards those who have done harm), STEHTEAT une
perturbed mind (even in times of extreme grief), IEELLIE
has dicrimination (is circumspect in doing right things in
right time).

Sri Rama knows the true meaning of all scriptures and has
a retentive memory. He is talented (possessing brightness
of conception). He is beloved and welldisposed towards all
people (and courteous even towards those who have done
him harm). He has an unperturbed mind (even in times of
extreme grief) and is circumspect (in doing right things at
the right time).

16. 9Yg: sea, ﬁl:gﬁ-[: the rivers, 39 like, 9fa: good per+
sons, CEM ever, ST is approachable, 3T man of vir-
tue, 9999 ¥ U9 having equitable dispostition towards all,
REENRDEEIEE always has delightful countenance.

Sri Rama, like sea to rivers, is accessible to men of vir-
tue and has equal disposition towards all. He always has a
pleasing appearance.

17. FEAFETE: he, who is enhancing the joys of
Kausalya, 9: ¥ he also, ?ﬁﬂ”ﬁﬁ"ﬂ: endowed with all virtues,
TR in depth of his thoughts, Tqx: 9 like a sea, FAT in
fortitude, 1%‘431{33 like Himavat mountain.

Sri Rama, bestowed with all virtues, enhanced the joys of
Kausalya, He is like the sea in deportment and like Himavant
in fortitude.

18. 9 In prowess, l%fsﬂ"ﬂ HL2A: similar to visnu, Win
appearance as is full Moon, ERCEER pleasing to the sight,
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HIY in anger, FIGTREERT: like destructive fire at the end of
the world, &HdT in patience, WW: equal to earth, & in
charity, e @: like Kubera, e in truth, 3T ¥9: 39 like
another god of justice.

Sri Rama is like Visnu in prowess, the Moon in pleasing
appearance, the allconsuming fire in anger, the earth in
patience, Kubera in chartiy and the Sun in steadfastness.

19, 20. H&IYfd: S&RY: lord of earth, Dasaratha, Td JoTEFT=Y
him who was possessing all such good qualities, FcIIhAY
him who had not a vain prowess, irgﬁr: with excellent vira
tues, g endowed with, ﬁ'ﬂ'{ beloved, Slgﬁﬁ'*m{for his
subjects, f&a: with good deeds, JThY endowed with, F}ﬂ{

eldest, gdY son, ?‘fTITI{Sri Rama, %ﬁrﬁaw:w ever intent
on the welfare of the people, SIeT with affection, T

heirapparent, @@"{to install, U=3q wished.

With a desire to promote the welfare of the people king
Dasaratha decided to install Sri Rama, ionate son as heir
(apparent) who was bestowed with all excellent qualities
and true prowess, beloved of the people he was ever intent
in the welfare of the people.

21. 3AY thereafter, 9 Rama's, QFWW preparah
tions for the installation, 5T having seen, ‘Ei'{ previous-
ly, <9 was promised with boons, T wife, CEil queen,
Feelt Kaikeyi, MY Rama's, ﬁﬁﬁ‘l’{exile, HIdH of Bharak
ta, aﬁﬁiﬂ'{enthronement, I boon, T AT begged
of Dasaratha.

Thereafter, having seen the preparations for installation of
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Rama, queen Kaikeyi who had been promised earlier with
boons by Dasaratha demanded of him the exile of Rama and
enthronement of Bharata.

22, H: @RMY: Dasaratha, IIITI] due to being truthful
to his word, IR by the bond of duty, Jd: restrained,
o gdHq beloved son, IMY Rama, AT sent (to the

forest).

Dasaratha, true to his word and restrained by the bond of
duty, sent his beloved son Rama to theforest.

23, dR: 4: that mighty Sri Rama, HhAT: Kaikeyi's,
mwith a view to gratify, ﬁ@: father's, 'ﬁl‘iﬁi’ﬂﬁby
the word of command, SlﬁilT{his promise, AJITEIT while
obeying, 39 forest, SITIH went.

Mighty Sri Rama inorder to please Kaikeyi and obey the
word of command of his father, went to the forest and help
the king to keep his promise to Kaikeyi.

24, faToE¥T=1: endowed with modesty, 91q: for broth
er Rama, ADP beloved, f9=1: 9T4T brother with natural aff
fection, gﬁﬁl’l‘ﬁﬁ'ﬁ?: one who enhances the joy of Sumn
itra, @%HYT: Lakshmana, ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ"{ affectionate brotherhood,

eﬂﬂi’fﬁ?ﬁshowing, IS~ departing to the forest, T YT
his brother Rama, @mout of affection, STTSITH 2 followed.

Lakshmana beloved brother to Rama is drawn towards
him. Endowed with modesty he is an enhancer of the joy
of his mother Sumitra. Displaying his fraternal love, he fol-
lowed Rama who was departing to the forest.
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25, 26. TWE for Rama, AT beloved, T wife, JTOTHHT
equal to his vital breath, ﬁ?ﬂ{always, feat doing fit and
proper acts beneficial to him, SIT%& king Janaka's, 3@ in
the race, SITdT born, ffian created, AT like Maya Mot
hini, the assumed form of visnuhnu, WWW endowed
with all auspicious characteristics, H'Iﬁ“ﬂ'{ among womd
en, STHAT the foremost, ¥9: daughterinlaw (of Dasaratha),
s Sita also, V&M Rohini, (one of the several daugh¢
ters of Daksha and consort of moon) SH%FP{?T?]T like moon,

{Aq Rama, 3IJTdT followed.

Born in the race of Janaka and daughterinlaw of Dasaratha,
Sita, beloved spouse of Rama is like his vital breath always
desired the wellbeing of Rama she followed him like Rohi-
ni, the Moon. Endowed with all virtues she is the foremost
woman.

27, 28. TR by citizens, REICEICEE] by his father Dasaratha
also, g% for a long distance, 3Td: followed, TTeHT TH:
Rama of righteous nature (the protector of those who take

refuge in him), W on the bank of river Ganga, 91%%@
at Shrungiberapura, ﬁm@qﬁ'{the king of Nishadas, ﬁ'ﬂ'{

endeared to him, &4 Guha, 3{IE having approached, ﬂ%‘[
along with Guha, @& by Lakshmana, ®IaT ¥ and by
Sita, |f&d: accompanied {dHq charioteer Sumantra, &mﬁa{

sent back.

The citizens and Dasaratha followed Rama for a long dis-
tance. Rama of righteous nature having approached Guha,
king of nishadas, at Shrungiberapura sent back charioteer
Sumantra and Rama along with Sita and Lakshmana crossed
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river Ganga.

29, 30. T they, T4 from one forest, 999 to another for;
est, AT having gone, J§&HT: a: deep and broad rivers
with plenty of waters, et having crossed, W{&IN¥ sage
Bharadwaja's, 2IT9-Iq_order, ﬁ?@cmtrakuta mountain,
AT having reached, Y delightful, ST99IY abode
(a hut made of leaves), FT having constructed, d they
(having enjoyed such comforts), F3: three, T T in the
forest located in Chitrakuta mountain, THHIVIT: enjoying,
SATATSTA: resembling devas and gandharvas, §@Y hap=

pily, =99 dwelt.

Moving from one forest to another and crossing deep and
wide rivers with plenty of waters, reached the Chitrakuta
mountain by the command of sage Bharadwaja. They raised
a hut made of leaves in the forest located in Chitrakuta
mountain. and dwelt there happily resembling devas and
gandharvas.

31. 99T in that way, T when Rama, ﬁﬂ@‘ﬁ had set
out to Chitrakuta, Eﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ@'{: stricken by the grief over the
separation from his son, IS §2RY: king Dasaratha, gdq
about his son, ﬁ?ﬂ{wailing, W‘i’{heavens, STTTH went.

When Rama had set out to Chitrakuta, king Dasaratha,
stricken by the grief over the separation from his son and
mourning over him departed to heavens.

32, 98 when he (Dasaratha), Jd had died, IRTEYHE:

f&&t: with Vasishta and other brahmins, IS to rule the
kingdom, ﬁ'gﬁ'ﬁlﬂz had been ordered, H&l9&: mighty,
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Y{d: g Bharata, T4 kingdom, ﬁ?&b_{did not desire to rule .

After Dasaratha had passed away, mighty Bharata did not
desire to rule the kingdom against the orders by Vasishta
and other brahmins.

33. dR: The brave person who had conquered envy and
hatred, YMITEIFICH: in order to propitiate Rama's feet, ¥
he, 39 forest, ST went.

The brave Bharata, who had conquered envy and hatred
went to the forest in order to worship Rama's feet.

34. aﬁﬂw worshipped with reverence, FHEIHTTY
highly respectable, Hﬂmtruthful chivalry, TT having

reached, MY Rama, YTl Y brother Rama, IM™E] ime
plored. “«Tﬁﬁ knower of righteousness, ELE] you alone, ITSIT
Zfd should be the king, Y addressing Rama, 99: words,

I spoke.

Bharata reached Rama, so pleasing venerable, truthful
and chivalrous, worshipped him with reverence and im-
plored. Bharata addressing Rama said, 'You are knower of
righteousness. You alone should be the king (meaning that
when the elder brother is alive, the younger brother is pro-
hibited from ruling the kingdom)".

35, TEIsy eventhough he delights everybody, RIS
eventhough exceedingly generous (in fulfilling the desires
like absorption in divinity etc, of those who take refuge in
him), gg@ﬁsﬁ eventhough having cheerful countenance



51

(when somebody approaches him for favours), I Rama,
GUEARM: greatly renowned (because of dispensing charin
ties), WEISS: highly capable (in fulfilling the desires of oths
ers), ﬁ@: father's, aﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂ by command, IS9Y kingdom,

ﬁz—ﬁ refused to accept.

Although a source of universal delight, although exceed-
ingly generous and of cheerful countenance, highly re-
nowned and capable Rama refused to accept the kingdom
in accordance with the command of his father.

36. HYATUST: Bharata's elder brother, Rama, TSI to rule
the kingdom, 3¥ to him, ‘T@% his own sandals, —T9q
in deposit, as symbol of authority, ST having given, dd:
thereafter, J7:37: repeatedly, ¥{d¥q Bharata, [RELRICIG] pere

suaded him to return to the capital.

Having handed over his sandals to Bharata as symbol
of authority for ruling the kingdom, Rama persuaded him
again and again to return to the capital.

37. 9: Bharata, %THH_ desire, AT without fulfilling
only, TAIET sandals of Rama, SUTJZT] touching with reva
erence, YHTHTRIGAT eagerly awaiting the return of Rama,
T in Nandigrama, eruled the kingdom.

Disaaponted in his mission to take Rama back, Bharata
worshipped the sandals of Rama and ruled the kingdom
from Nandigrama, awaiting his return.

38. ¥Rd when Bharata, 7d d had gone, ’)ﬁ'ﬂ'l{one po?,-
sessing brightness, 9cId-Y: steadfast in his vows, :
conquered the senses, {MH: § Rama, TR ST T of cityd
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dwelling citizens', J: again, 7 in that Chitrakuta moun-
tain, SITHTY arrival, STT&%T perceiving, TH1d: with undi-
vided concentration of mind and resoluteness (to fulfill the
promise given to his father), qUsahl Dandaka forest, SIEER]
g entered.

When Bharata departed, Sri Rama, a man of good for-
tune and steadfast in vows one who had conquered under
control perceiving that the citizens from Ayodhya would ar-
rive there, entered the Dandaka forest with single minded
determination (so that there would not be breach of his
promise).

39, TEFS: lotus eyed, {MM: Rama, AZN"IH dreary ford
est (Dandakaranya) 9924 g having entered, fRT99 Viradha,
T Rakshasa, &1 after slaying, JXHFY sage Sarabhanga,
g‘«ﬁ%ﬁ T also sage Sutikshna, I J sage Agastya, d91
and, 3WREIYTHR T brother of sage Agastya, T8 & saw.

Having entered the dense forest Dandaka, Rama slew the
demon Viradha and saw the sages Sarabhanga, Sutikshna
and Agastya with his brother.

40. STEIIITIG ¥ U as directed by sage Agastya, Qﬁ'{
given by Indra, RXETH bow, @5 ¥ a sword, ST ine

exhaustible arrows, T’ﬁ 9 and quivers, RLEIIGE extremely
delighted, SUTE received.

As directed by sage Agastya, Rama received with extreme
delight a bow, a sword and quivers with inexhaustible ar-
rows, given by Indra to Agastya (to be passed on to Rama).

41, 9 THY when Rama, T in that forest (in the her-
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mitage of sage Sarabhanga), 9d: was dwelling, 9
all the ascetics, TR & along with those inhabiting the
forest, STYWHEM asuras and rakshasas (seizing upon the
lives), ™ for destruction, T¥ITTH] approached.

While Rama was dwelling in the forest (in the hermit-
age of sage Sarabhanga), all the ascetics along with others
(sages) inhabiting the forest approached Rama requesting
for the destruction of the asuras and rakshasas seizing upon
their lives.

42. §: Rama, U§HMM for rakshsas (abode of), T in that
forest, AT to those asetics, d9T that prayer, Slﬁ'bg[%lﬁ assent-
ed, %‘?‘T‘fﬂ'{of the ascetics, aﬁqu'l?P{in lustre resembling
flaming fire, QUS*I‘\UW@#IH\inhabitants of Dandakaranya,
I in the battle, {9 of rakshasas, 993 slaying also,
THOT by Rama, Sfa=iTd: was promised.

Rama promised those ascetics, who resembled flaming
fire in lustre living in Dandakaranya

inhabited by rakshasas to slay them.

43, 4T T94T while living in that place itself, o by Rama,
SEIHATRAT resident of Janasthana area (of Dandakara-
nya), RO capable of assuming any form at will, et
Q'ETUI'@!T female demon Surpanakha, = fUqT was deformed.

During his stay there a demon called Surpanakha living in
Janasthana (resting place for the army of Ravana in Dan-
dakaranya) and capable of assuming any form at will was
rendered deformed by Lakshmana.
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44. Tq: thereafter, JTUEETH (instigated) by the words
of Surpanakha, SYhI] ready for a battle, EETT[&TFIH all the

rakshasas, @3 U9 Khara only, ARARE T Trisira also, g1
Dushana, T&9 ¥ U9 rakshasa also, ﬁﬂT{their, G ¥ UF
followers also, Y{H: Rama, T in the forest, =T killed.

Thereafter Rama killed in the fight all the rakshasas, Kha-
ra, Trisira, and Dushana with their followers in a battle who
were instigated by Surpanakha's words.

45. ﬂ'@l’{eﬁ in that forest, g by Rama who was living,

Wﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂﬁm’{of the inhabitants of Janasthana, Y& of
rakshasas, agémwﬁ fourteen thousand of them, &t

3THT were killed.

During his stay in that forest Rama killed fourteen thou-
sand rakshasas who were inhabitants of Janasthana.

46. dd: thereafter, YI9°T: Ravana, ﬁTﬁlﬁﬂ{slaughter of felr
low rakshasas, #[<dT having heard, ﬁﬂ'{@ﬁ became vioa
lent with anger, AR T named Maricha, YT{9Y rakshasa,
HeM™Y_help, IIM™MNE sought for.

Having heard the slaughter of fellow rakshasa, Ravana be-
came violent with anger and sought the help of a rakshasa
named Maricha.

47. "TF9T O Ravana, &9dT with that mighty and powerful
(because of slaying of Khara etc. rakshasas), a7 with that
Rama, faRre: hostilities, d to you, T &H: is not proper" in
this way, B by Maricha, g9&2T: well in many ways, -
HIT: dissuaded, 9: Y991 that Ravana.
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Maricha repeatedly dissuaded him saying, 'O Ravana It is
not proper for you to enter into hostility with the mighty
and powerful Rama'.

48. {9°1: Ravana, FSITE: incited by destiny, d&TFIq
those words, 3TE J disregarding, H&ARI: followed by
Maricha, & 3T*HY<Y towards his hermitage, d<l then,
S went.

Disregarding his words Ravana incited by fate left for the
hermitage of Rama along with Maricha.

49. HHTHAT by the deceitful, @ by him (Maricha), T KKl
princes (Rama and Lakshmana), g far away, 3TT9T drawe

ing them away, SICIINY Jatayu, T9H vulture, AT having
killed, YTHYT Rama'’s, Wl?ﬁ'{wife, Sita, S8 carried away.

He with the help of deceitful Maricha drew the princes
(Rama and Lakshmana) far away from their hermitage ab-
ducted Sita the wife of Rama and slaughtered vulture Jatayu.

50. {ME9: Rama, ﬁ%?l"{ struck down, T9H eagle Jatayu,
551 having seen, aﬁl?'ﬁ'{the princess of Mithila, Sita, &I
abducted, ¥ T having heard (from Jatayu), Tha=de
H: distressed with grief, W@W with obscured senses,
e bewailed.

Having seen and heard from the eagle Jatayu struck down
by Ravana that Sita had been abducted Rama bewailed,
choked with tears his senses dulled by distress.

51, A9 e pervaded by that sorrow, dd: then, ‘IET
SS9 vulture Jatayu, <A1 having consigned to flames,
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T in the forest, Fﬂ?lT{Sita, TATHETOT: wandering in search of,
&9 in form, ﬁ@'{deformed, Eﬁ‘@?ﬁ?{dreadful appear®
ance, 94 TH named Kabandha, {9 rakshasa, geeaal B
beheld.

Then he performed in the midst of tears the funeral rites of
the vulture Jatayu. Wandering in search of Sita, he beheld a
rakshasa named Kabandha who was dreadful, in deformed
in appearance.

52. HeldTg: mightyarmed Rama, 4 that Kabandha, e
having killed, 3318 consigned him to flames, |: he (his
soul), a4 ascended heaven, ¥ ¥ Kabandha (while leavd

ing for heavens), I™d O Raghava, ﬂﬁ?ﬁvﬁ'{ performing
religious duties, Q’ﬁﬁg“ﬂ"{l’\proficient in practising austerities

duties, ﬂ'q'u'ﬁ'{female ascetic, Y belonging to Sabara
community, RS visit her, 31 to Rama, Ifq FEE
informed.

Mightyarmed Rama, having killed Kabandha, consigned
his body to flames. While leaving for heavens he informed
him saying, 'O Raghava, there is a female ascetic in Saba-
ra community, performing religious duties and proficient in
practising austerities. You may visit her'.

53. HEAST: possessing great splendour, 2FHa: destro}—
er of enemies, ¥: he, I towards Sabari, I¥T=¥q_had
gone, QRRYTAST: son of Dasaratha, {H: Rama, BERI| by Sa’

bari, ¥=% duly, I{d: worshipped.

Rama son of Dasaratha, destroyer of enemies and pos-
sessing great splendour approached Sabari who duly wor-
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shipped him.

54, TR on the bank of Pampa, IRIT with a monkey,
&JHAT named Hanuman, §§d: & was united, 8JH&91q on
the advice of Hanuman, g&'ﬁa"T SEl by Sugriva also, AT
was united.

On the bank of Pampa he met a monkey named Hanuman
on whose advice he made friendship with Sugriva.

55. HEI9&: mighty and powerful, IM: Rama, arTed: right
from the beginning, ﬁ’dﬁ'{all that story, oz partic-
ularly, HIqM=ET Sita's, 919N as it happened (abduction),
gUE™ ¥ to Sugriva, also to Hanuman, %9 related.

Mighty Rama related to Sugriva all that had happened
right from the beginning, more importantly Sita's abduction
and also to Hanuman.

56. 9T1%: monkey, g;ﬁ%f: Sugriva, ¥ Rama's, ﬂ{!ﬁ'{all
that story, #[<dT having heard, HId: pleased, sTfrTfae 39
witnessed by Agni, god of fire, TAIT with Rama, 9] 99K,
made a pact of friendship

Hearing everything that story from Rama, Sugriva was
very pleased and made a pact with Rama in the presence of
Agni as witness.

57. dd: thereafter, g:]%lﬁ"f by him who was filled with sorh
row, EIRIASE] by the king of monkeys, Sugriva, a’ﬂﬁ?ﬁ i
his story about hostilities (with Vali), T to Rama, Hﬁ'{
entirely, I9TITq_out of friendship, ﬂﬁ@ﬂ'{was communid

cated.
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Thereafter Sugriva, king of monkeys filled with sorrow
narrated to Rama out of friendship the entire account of his
hostilities (with Vali).

58. T then, THYT by Rama, ATfeae Tfd about slaying of
Vali, Sl'f%lﬁl?l'{vowed, = there, 1ML Sugriva, rfo: Vali's,
9 9 prowess, hIIMY described.

Then Rama vowed to slay Vali. The monkey (Sugriva) de-
scribed about Vali's prowess to Rama.

59. E‘Jﬁﬁ%T Sugriva also, T in Rama's, oy prowess,
ﬁfﬁl‘{ always, AfE: 3T|'€|'H had a doubt, @ﬁq: Sugriva,
WWT&{ with a view to get convinced about Rama,
@‘ﬁ: rakshasa named Dundubhi, T{Nﬁ'«l’ﬂﬁfﬂ'{ resembling
a high mountain, ﬁﬁmhuge body, A showed.

Doubtful of the prowess Sugriva of Rama Sugriva inorder
to get convinced showed him the huge (dead) body of
Dundubhi resembling a big mountain.

60. HEl9&: one endowed with strength, W&MHTE: stront
garmed (Rama), 31f®F skeleton, Y% having looked,
smiling at a depth for a while, ‘Tli'lﬁﬁ_*[ with the

great toe of the foot, HT‘TE'T completely, @Izh?l:ﬂ{to a dis-

tance of ten yojanas (eighty miles), 997 kicked off.

The strongarmed Rama, who was endowed with great
strength looked at the skeleton and smiled within himself
for a while. He kicked off the skeleton with the great toe of
his foot completely to a full distance of ten yojanas (eighty
miles).
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61. 97 then, 7 again, JIF9q_confidence, SI] cred
ating, THT with one, F@U'IT mighty shaft, 94 qT3T] seven
palmyra trees, ﬁlﬁ'{a mountain, WA 39 Rasatala (one of
the seven lower worlds under the earth), faig penetrated.

Again inorder to create confidence (in Sugriva), he re-
leased a single mighty shaft which penetrated seven palmy-
ra trees, a mountain and the Rasatala.

62. dd: thereafter, T by that act, STTHT: well pleased,
q AEMU: that mighty monkey Sugriva, 9 &d: T was con:

vinced, qHafEd: together with Rama, d<T then, 7[&M a cave,
fohfSh=4T city of Kishkindha, ST approached.

Pleased with Rama's action and convinced of his prowess
he left thereafter with Rama he left for Kishkindha which was
like a cave.

63. dd: then, BRA: best of monkeys, FEIR TR yellowish
hued like gold, gsﬁa: Sugriva, Wlﬁ{roared, o HEdT with
great, &7 voice, &I lord of monkeys (Vali), o/

came out.

On entering the city of Kishkindha, Sugriva the best of
monkeys of reddish yellow hue roared with a great voice.
There upon Vali, the lord of monkeys came out (of the
cave).

64. I then, TR Tara (Vali's wife), 3TT9T having conn
vinced, g&ﬂ%m Sugriva, 99TTd: joined (entered into a com™
bat), TH4: Raghava,  there, TT9 him, U&7 with one, ZRUT
T single shaft, FEM killed.
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After convincing his wife Tara, who was dissuading from
this, Vali entered into a combat with Sugriva. There, Rama
killed Vali with a single shaft.

65. {M9: Rama, g‘)ﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁ[in compliance with the words
of Sugriva, QT[%FP{VaIi, 31'@ in the battle, 33T having killed,
dd: thereafter, qgT<Y in that kingdom of Vali, g‘;’ﬁ?ﬁq Sugrie
va itself, IIIEAT proposed (installed).

After he killed Vali in the combat in compliance with the
words of Sugriva, Rama installed Sugriva as king.

66. T: TFLTH: T the best of monkeys, Sugriva, STThTHSTH
Janaka's daughter, Sita, ﬁ'{ﬁ: desirous of seeing, Wﬁ{all,
T monkey forces, QA after summoning, faat: in vare
ious directions, I despatched.

The best of monkeys (Sugriva) gathered his monkey forc-
es and despatched them in various directions in search of
Janaka's daughter (Sita).

67. qd: thereafter, JA1 &JHTT mighty Hanuman, T
Sampathi's, T9ET vulture's, 9914 in accordance with sugr
gestion, ﬂﬂ?ﬁﬂﬂﬁ'{?ﬁﬁ{extending over a hundred yojanas

(about 800 miles), TAUIUTEH saltsea, g leapt over.

At the suggestion of the vulture, Sampathi mighty Ha-
numan leapt over the saltocean extending over a hundred
yojanas.

68. WUT‘]T@SHT{ruIed by Ravana, @™ 4T city of Lanka,

YA having reached, d3 there, ﬂ?ﬁmTﬁT{who
had gone to Ashoka garden, BT contemplating (on
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Rama), ¥IqM Sita, g&a1 found.

Hanuman arrived at the city of Lanka ruled by Ravana and
found Sita in the Ashoka garden meditating on Rama.

69. SIS as token of recognition (Rama's ring),
795 having presented, ST T the entire account, f9

T having related, %ﬁ'@“{daughter of the king of Videha with
its capital at Mithila, Sita, §HTTE having consoled, FﬁTUTF_[
outer gate of the garden, WA crushed.

Hanuman delivered Rama's ring to Sita as a token of rec-
ognition, related the whole story and consoled her. He then
crushed the arch (of the outer gate of the garden) before
leaving.

70. 94 @?T‘JI"TI{ five commanders, ¥ Hﬁ'@ﬁ'ﬁﬁ seven

sons of counsellors, AT having killed, [ valiant, S
Akshaya Kumara, son of Ravana, ffersg having stamped,

&P 9YUTTH] got caught, to be taken as captive.

After killing five commanders, seven sons of the counsel-
lors, stamping out valiant Akshayakumara, the son of Rava-
na, Hanuman got himself captured (to be taken as captive).

71, 72. 91 mighty warrior, TR great monkey, Hanuw
man, ﬁ?l'l'ﬂ'{l{by Brahma's, 9Xq boon, STTCHTH his own self,
by the weapon (given by Brahma), S*4<q released,

1T coming to know, &84T casually (in the expectation of
his another objective of seeing Ravana), If=0T: restrained
by ropes, dT] T&HT] those rakshasas, 1T‘?i'éﬁwhile enduring,
dd: after completion of that act, ﬁﬁl?ﬁ‘{?ﬁ?l'f = except Sita
(Mythili), =T 309 the city of Lanka, 3T having burnt,
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{H™ for Rama, ﬁ'ﬂ'{welcome tidings, 3TEATGH to deliver,
J: 3] returned again.

The heroic Hanuman came to know that he could be re-
leased from the entanglements of the weapon granted to
him through a boon by Brahma. He allowed himself to be
restrained by the rakshasas with the ropes for the sake of
achieving his other objective of seeing Ravana. Thereafter,
he burnt the whole of Lanka except the place where Sita was
and returned to deliver the good news to Rama.

73. STHATCHT possessing boundless intellect, ¥: he (Hanu®
man), HEIHTTH highly courageous, IHY Rama, aTfarT havy
ing reached, Wcircumambulation, T having made,
T seen, HIdT Sita, (T in this manner, 9cdd: truthfully, =Tt

a@ﬁinformed.

Reaching Rama the great Hanuman gifted with boundless
intellect circumambulated him and infact informed him that
he had seen Sita.

74, qd: thereafter, giﬁﬁ'ﬂ'f%ﬂ: together with Sugriva,
ERACOE Wshore of mighty ocean, T having reached,
SERRIERE resembling sharp and hot rays of sun, TR with
shafts, ¥9¢¥q Samudra, lord of the waters, STV agitat-
ed.

Thereafter, Rama reached the shore of the ocean together
with Sugriva and saw the ocean agitated with shafts burning
like the Sun.

75. FET 91d: lord of rivers, qYg: Samudra, ATHTH in his
own form, @A appeared (to Rama), TIZIIATG T T3 on
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the advice of Samudra , &Y through Nala, '\a@'{a bridge,
hI]_got it built.

Samudra, lord of rivers, (afraid of Rama's anger) and
having appeared in his own form, and on his advice got a
bridge built with the help of Nala.

76. {M: Rama, a through that bridge, @RI city of Lana
ka, TIT having reached, & in the battle, YA Rava¢
na, 91 after slaying, izﬁ'dT{Sita, 9T having recovered, 317
thereafter, ¥ _great, Eﬁ?ﬂ'{ embarassment, SYNTH] expea

rienced (pursuant to her stay in others' house for a long
time).

Rama entered the city of Lanka by means of that bridge,
killed Ravana in the battle and recovered Sita. Thereafter
he felt greatly embarassed (for accepting his wife who had
stayed in an others.

77. dd: for that reason, ¥H: Rama, FEYTS in the assemh
bly of men, 91 about Sita, &Y harsh words, S99 spoke,
qdl chaste, &1 €T Sita, STISIHTUT incapable of enduring
those words, & 3921 entered flaming fire.

Rama spoke harsh words about Sita in the assembly. Sita,
incapable of enduring such words, entered fire.

78. dd: thereafter, 3TUTITT because of the testimony of

firegod, iﬁ?lT{Sita, ﬁ"ﬁmﬂ'l{sinless, ST having known,
{H: Rama, 9&E: exceedingly pleased, Tadad: by all gods,
W: was adored, T4 shone.

With the of testimony of the firegod, Rama was exceed-
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ingly pleased to know that Sita was sinless. All the gods
adored him.

79. HEIHA: of highly courageous, IMI&I Rama'’s, a7 HeaT
ER LI by that great act, 99 all the animate and iny
animate beings, Hﬁqﬁjw including groups of gods and
sages, ﬁ?ﬁmin three worlds, J89 wellpleased.

All the animate and inanimate beings, gods and sages in
the three worlds were very pleased at this noble deed of the
great Rama.

80. {MM: Rama, ]%f'iﬁ'qﬂ]{ Vibhisana, U&i’@'_{{ king of raka
shasas, €M in the city of Lanka, =g coronated, dql
then, Shd$h<d: having accomplished his objective, I free
from distress, S@ﬁ?{ g was exceedingly rejoiced.

After coronating the rakshasa chief Vibhishana in the city
of Lanka, Rama free from distress, exceedingly rejoiced af-
ter having accomplished his objective.

81, {IH: Rama, éﬂ?ﬂw: from devatas, 33 boon, I havt
ing obtained, Y monkeys fallen in the battle, T

T revived, Y&gdd: accompanied by friends, W"T by
Pushpaka, the aerial car, a?ﬁWT{Ayodhya, Tfe: set out.

Having obtained a boon from the devatas (who had come
to see him) Rama, revived all monkeys (fallen in the bat-
tle) and set out for Ayodhya accompanied by friends in the
pushpaka (aerial car).

82. gUWTshA: steadfast in truth, TM: delightful to everys
body, WIGTSIHY hermitage of Bharadwaja, T having



65

gone, Wﬁ?{to the presence of Bharata, 144 Hae
numan, {H: Rama, 3<‘3|'{:Wi'*‘3lﬂdespatched.

Rama who was a delight of all whose strength lies in truth
went to the hermitage of Bharadwaja (as promised) and
despatched Hanuman to Bharata as his messenger.

83. J: again, g‘iﬁ?ﬂiﬁﬁ: accompanied by Sugriva, 9:
Rama, HT@T&WF{recalling earlier incidents, STe4q conversd
ing with each other, d<T then, FRT\W qaTe& mounting on
that Pushpaka, TSI to Nandigrama, I41 departed.

Again accompanied by Sugriva and recalling earlier inci-
dents and after both of them discussed with each other,
Rama departed to Nandigrama riding that pushpaka chariot.

84, 3IH: sinless, {M: Rama, qﬁ'ﬂﬁ in Nandigrama,
“HT@_‘&[: qfed: along with his brothers, SI<T matted lock, feea
shedding, ‘Eﬁ?lT{Sita, 3IAT having regained, IS9Y kingt
dom, J7: again, STTEAT got (back).

At Nandigrama sinless Rama arrived, met his brothers.
They shed their matted locks. With Sita restored he re-
gained his kingdom.

85. F%: entire world, TEEHfA: rejoiced with happiness,
2: contended (because of fulfillment of their desire),
J¥: grown in strength because of happiness, gwﬁ-ﬁ: with
righteousness, W= without sufferings or agonies, ST
without diseases, gﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ: T and without fear of fam3
ine.

The entire world rejoiced with happiness with their desire
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fulfilled they were content. All people were following the
path of righteousness. There was no fear of sufferings or
agonies, diseases or famine.

86. J&4T: men, 'ﬁ&l’{any where, ﬁw‘rﬁ{even little, TAATTH
death of ones's own son, T g5f=T will not see, TS womh

en, 3TfIFAT: will not be widowed, ﬁﬂl’{always, qfesrar: 9fd-
=If=d will be devoted to their husbands.

During the period of Rama's rule, no where would men
witness the death of their sons or women widowed. They
would ever remain chaste and devoted to their husbands.

87. @ in that kingdom of Rama, TS a9 fear due to
fire, m{? not even little, SI~d9: creatures, 19 in water,
T IS will not be drowned, EIGE 999 danger due to wind,
m? not even little, 99T and, Weﬂﬁ T also no fear
from fever, Warﬁ‘ no fear from hunger, 9T and, T&hm
T T no fear from thieves.

There (in the kingdom of Rama) was no fear of fire, wa-
ter, wind, disease, hunger and also theft.

88. TRIOT T cities, TFIOT T villages, WQ'IQTQ,HTET rich in
food grains and wealth, ZRIITﬁ'ﬂ'Pf as in kritayuga, 99T in the

same way, q9 all, ever, : were ha .
y PRy

and food grains. People lived All the cities and villages
were affluent with wealth happily as though they lived in
Kritayuga.

89. HEIFRM: highly renowned, SN : by hundreds of
Aswamedha sacrifices, 99T and Q@‘Jﬁi Bahusuvarnaka
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sacrifices (where gold is given as charity on large scale),
gYSAT satisfying the gods, T4 cows, ﬁﬁﬂﬁ'{hundreds of
thousands, ST having bestowed, W‘@ﬂ{countless, g9q
wealth, TR for brahmins, 33T having bestowed, 5&a
Bl T will proceed to Brahmaloka.

Highly renowned Rama, having satisfied the gods with the
performance of a hundred of aswamedhas and many suvar-
nakas bestowing hundreds of thousands of cows and im-
mense wealth on the brahmins, will return to Brahmaloka.

90. {99: Rama, a‘ﬁiﬁ[@ﬁ% in this world, 2GI°TT hundred
times, ‘\'IWH royal dynasties, SR will establish,
ﬂ'@i"a{four castes, & @ in their respective, TH duties,
feRme=ra will employ.

Rama will establish hundredfold royal dynasties and em-
ploy the four castes to do their respective duties, in this
world.

91, {A: Rama, W‘fﬂ"@%’lﬁ for ten thousand years,
AEAYAEI T ten hundred years, 394 kingdom, ST
reigning, WBrahmaloka, ST will attain.

Rama, reigning the kingdom for eleven thousand years,
will attain Brahmaloka.

92. 3§ TWIRTY this story of Rama, TfA5H sacred, TTT&H
destroyer of sins, J%949 auspicious, e by vedas, qfeE T

equal to, I: who, ‘ﬁ{reads, gIu: from all sins, Sl'ﬂalﬁ will

be released.

This story of Rama is sacred and holy. It destroys sins and
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is equal to the Vedas. Whosoever reads it will be freed from
all sins.

93. Udg MUY this Ramayana, 3TTEITY true meaning,
3TT™Y longevity, 937 reading, %: men, Hﬂgﬂﬁ'ﬂ: with sons
and grandsons, §T9T: with servants and relations, I after

death, 1 in heavens, II@TI%[ worshipped.

This story of Ramayana enhances longevity of those who
read it and recite it. They will be worshipped in heavens
after their death along with their sons and grandsons, ser-
vants and relations.

94. 939 SI: People by reading this, [ESE 1q_if he is
a brahmin, Y9 proficient in the eighteen branches
of learning, g?ilTFLattains, DR kshatriya, *@Tﬁlﬁ{lorda
ship over landed possessions, g?TI'fL gets, EIRLSEE vaisya,
T IhRGY_fruits of his merit, é?il'lﬁgets, S men, Q‘@Sﬁ
sudra also, H&dH greatness, g?ilT?Lattains.

A brahmin becomes proficient in the eighteen branches of
learning a kshatriya gets lordship over landed possessions a
vaisya gets the fruits of his business and sudra also attains
greatness by reading Ramayana".

7Y HHSET ATH TR SATEHT TSRS
(AT TRITEGET T/) Ta7: & ||

(Thus ends the first sarga of Balakanda of the holy
Ramayana in synopsis of the first epic composed by sage
Valmiki.)
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Ramayana shloka explanation

1-1-1 This the first stanza of Sri Valmiki Ramayana. Sage Val-
miki who attained divine power by  his penanace and deep
meditation asked sage Narada an instant traveller of triple
world, as, who is the best among the men on earth.

The revered sage Valmiki knew that Vishnu-supreme per-
sonality of godhead will incarnate on earth as Srirama who
would be the noblest among men with matchless virtues , but
he was curious to know the same from the divine personality
i.e. sage Narada.

Divine sage Narada advised Ramacharitam - the holy biography of
Lord Srirama to sage Valmiki. Sage Valmiki comprehended entire
Ramacharitam advised by sage Narada. Having concised the same
Valmiki maharshi composed itin his mind and was waiting for the
right time to propagate Ramacharitam. And then he got the twins
Kusha and Lava sons of Seetha born to Rama. Kusha and Lava were
also good singers. Sage Valmiki taught them Ramacharitam.

Kusha and Lava sang the Ramacharitam before the Rama him-
self in the palace of Ayodhya. The version of Ramacharitam
that was sung by Kusha and Lava has been passed on genera-
tion by generation, till date.

Ex-2 From the stanza 2-5 sage Valmiki humbly enquires
about the best among men by collecting rare qualities that
could be seen merely in divine personalities.

Ex-4 Here in these above mentioned stanzas sage Valmiki
putforth very rare qualities that could be merely seen in divini-
ties. Divine Narada answered for the query as follows-

Ex-5- Sage Valmiki having collected extraordinary qualities
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that could not be seen in mortals, asked Trikalajnani Narada
that who is attributed with such qualities on earth.

Sage Narada is Trikalajnani the knower of past, present and
future, therefore, Vlamiki said to Narada that “o revered ! ex-
cept your holiness no one can know the noblest personality
attributed with above said qualities.

Ex-7 - Agreeing with the opinion of sage Valmiki, Sage Nara-
da said- ‘of course, o sage Valmiki! as you said the person
with such divine qualities could be found but very rare in this
world. As per my best of knowledge | shall get you a name of
such super personality hailed from Ikshwaku lineage the Solar
dynasty.

Ex- 12 — Dharma the law and it’s practice, is subtle and s
transitional as the time passes. It should be reformed ac-
cording to the transition takes place in society. A king — the
administrator of a state should know perfectly about Dhar-
ma as per the transition of the same.

Rama was such king who knew the subtlty of Dharma and
executed it twice in the matter of his beloved wife Sitha. First
one was the testimony of fire for Sitha and second one was
when he abandoned her by sending to forest.

Ex-14- Here in this stanza “ U&7 @& &gH& and « e
T U‘ﬂ'{@l‘rﬁ’ both the adjectives to Rama seem indiffarent ,
because, apparently bear equal meaning. But both denote
diffrent meaning.

‘Rakshitaa svasya dharmasya’ means a maintainer of his
own assigned duties. Whereas ‘Dharmasya parirakshita’
means as a king he has to protect-uphold law and it’s practice
commonly for all his subjects.
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Ex 16- In this stanza figure of speech- Alankaara is Upamaa-
Simile, as Rama is compared to an ocean. Definition of Up-
ama — “3UAT I W&Jﬂ' Iearafd g comparision
between two objects exposing their common factors.

In Upama Alankaara four points to be comprehended such as-

1. Upamanam-  The object with which an an-
other object is compared.

2. Upameyam — The object being described
and compared to another object (Upamanam).

3. Upamavaachakam - The word -4, dd — Like,
as like as, which denotes comparision.

4, Saadharanadharmah — The common factor

between Upamanam and Upameyam, a fundamental
point in Simile.

Ex 23- Here, in this act of Rama that he left the kingship and
proceeded towards forest, bears three reasons, is thought
provoking.

Firstly, keeping up promise of his father Dasharatha made to
kaikayee.

Secondly, obeying the instruction of the father.
Thirdly, to fulfill the desire of his step mother Kaikayee.

Among three, for the only reason Rama would have definitely
gone to forest is the nature of Rama.

Ex 31- When the body is affected with disease when the mind
is smitten with grief a man can’t be recovered, more so his
body will be subsided to death.
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Ex — 38 If Rama would stay in Chitrakuta forest plople of Ayo-
dhya would come again and again to see Rama. By their fre-
quent arrival in Chitrakuta Rama,s purpose of staying in forest
would have not been served, therefore, Rama along with Sitha
and Lakshmana left Chitrakuta and entered dense woods of
Dandaka.

Ex- 39 Along with Sitha and Lakshmana Rama visited so many
hermitages of sacred sages such as Sharabhanga, Suteeksh-
na, Bharadwaja, Agastya and others and received blessings
and also blessed them to attain salvation.

Ex- 50. In this stanza sage Valmiki portrayed Rama as
’&I@QRQ: fdeTema” - Rama wept with contracted limbs of
body. Yes of course, a man struck with immense grief would
only weep rather than any other action, as his all sense organs
would be inactive. The same had happened with Rama as he
had lost Sitha as dear as life.

Ex -51. A cursed demon by name Kabandha was dwelling in
Dandaka forest. His face and neck were got into his body. He
had a giant body and was stretching his longer hands and
would gobble wild animals and humans as well.

Ex- 52. Rama possessing enormous strength in showlders,
killed demon Kabandha and cremated his dead body. Kaband-
ha who was caliban due to the curse, got released from the
same when he was killed by Rama and then attained the heav-
en. Kabandha before attaining the heaven told that “O Ra-
ghava! Shabari a virtuos ascetic has been waiting for you since
a long time. Please go and see her”
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Ex-59. Sugreeva had heard about the valour of Rama but,
he had experienced the great might of his elder brother Vali.
Obviously, he had doubt on Rama that whether, Rama could
kill Vali or not.

Therefore, Sugreeva put some testimonies to test the valour
and skill of Rama.

Ex- 67. Here we we could see couple of birdly charecters in
Ramayanai.e Jataayu and Sampathi.

The two siblings are sons of Aruna and Shyeni spieces of
birds. Sampathi is the elader, Jataayu the younger.

When Ravana was kidnaping Sitha sitting in divine flight ‘Push-
pak’ the latter one was crying for her rescue. Meanwhile,
Jataayu rushed and fell on Ravana to rescue Sitha. He put all
his effort and strength while fighting with Ravana but was in
vain. Giant Ravana stroked Jataayu unto death. Poor Jataayu
fell on ground merely holding his breath and waiting for Rama.
Rama came to the place with Lakshmana where, Jataayu was
about to leave his life. Jataayu narrated the worse that hap-
pened with Sitha because of Ravana and took his last breath.
Wise Rama cremated Jataayu’s body and gave libation- Jala
Tarpana to him.

Here, the troop of monkeys sent by King Sugreeva and head-
ed by Angada, Jambavaan and Hanuman came to the shore of
Lavana Samudra the Arabian sea. Having not been able to find
the whereabouts of Sitha, monkeys troop lost all the hopes
and was decided to give up life. The Sampathi the elder broth-
er of Jataayu told that Sitha is kidnaped by Ravana-The King
of Lanka, and | could see with my foresight that Sitha has been
kept in Ashoka garden.
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Ex- 74. In this stanza figure of speech is Simile. As Rama’s
arrows are compared to Sun- “IfeE Tt 37 — With the

arrows as fierce as Sun.

Ex- 94. Here it is the Phalastuthi- benefit of Ramayana is de-
scribed in three stanzas. People of all kinds can read and listen
to Ramayana. If not possible to read whole Ramayana daily,
could read- chant the first canto. By reading the Ramayana
one purify the mind and get tranquillity in life, none the less
he or she attains the better world the heaven and rejoys with
his or her family members..
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Scheme of Examination

1. Multiple choice questions 1x8=8
2. Essay type questions (1 of 2) 1x8=8
3. Short notes (2 of 4) 2x4=8

4. Translation and explanation
of Shlokas (4 of 6) 4x3=12

5. Reference to context (2 of 4) 2x3=6

6. Grammar
(Should be answered in Sanskrit only)
a) Simple Sanskrit Sentence formation(5 of 8) 5x1=05

b) Identifying Linga, Vibhakti
& Vachana (5 of 8) 5x1=05

7. Comprehension in Sanskrit 4x2=8



