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Srihi
Sri Vyasa’sBharatha

Son of Parashara and Satyavati, Vyasa is in an ever exalted state, who is the
source of all literature which the entire world is savoring.

As the Ramayana is liked and worshipped and considered holy by Bharateeyas
(Indians), so is Vyasa-authored Mahabharata, which is also known as
Panchama Veda ( Fifth VVeda). No literary work, in entire world literature, that
is great (both quantitatively and qualitatively) , is not found so far.In this epic,
apart from narration of well-known kuru-pandava story, many sub-stories,
lectures related to description and elucidation of dharma, theological musings,
moral stories etc., inter-alia, are found. When seen from a literary perspective,
many situations depicting various rasas (emotions) can be found. This great epic
Is a confluence of kavya(literature) and sastra (science), which is universal and
timeless. Therefore the popular saying -

“O’ great Bharata! In matters of Dharma(right conduct), Artha(wealth),
Kama(desire) and Moksha(salvation), there is nothing in the universe, which is
not contained here. If something is not here then it can’t be found anywhere” -

IS not an exaggeration. This is also an Itihasa (a work of history) as mentioned
in AdiParva of this epic.

As in the case of The Ramayana, Lord Brahma descends to earth and
encourages Vyasa to write the Mahabharata. Lord Ganesha is the scribe who
wrote down Mahabharata as dictated by Vyasa.

There are 1 lac verses covering various aspects in Mahabharata as mentioned in
the epic itself. There are 18 parvas (divisions) which in turn contain many sub-
divisions.Though majority of verses are in Anushtubhchandas (meter), use of
vaidikachandas and prose is also seen.

Itihasa Mahabharata is also known by the name of Jaya. As per “katapayadi”
formula, the word Jaya indicates number 18. 18 parvas, 18-day long war, 18
chapters in the Geeta, 18 “akshouhini” army suggests significance of numeral
18 with respect to Mahabharata.
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Mahabharata is full of Purushartha-chatushtaya(quartet) of dharma, artha, kama
and moksha related ideas. Though Veera rasa (emotion of valor) is principally
seen, other emotions like shanta(tranquil), karuna (pathos) and sringara
(romance) rasa are depicted. The most popular Bhagavad Gita is in Bhishma-
parva. Other independent geetas like Mamshigeeta, Hamsageeta,
Haarithageetaetc are also there. When gods tried weighing Mahabharata with
Vedas and Upanishads, balance was tilted in favour of Mahabharata and hence
the name Mahabharata became popular (Adiparva 1-269,271). Its huge size and
variety in content also made the name Mahabharata stick to it. There are more
than 1 lac verses in Mahabharata concerning various things. Mahabharata is the
longest in the entire literary world.The fact that Homer's Iliad and Odyssey are
1/8th of the size of Mahabharata is indicative of its huge size.lt is quite
appropriate to compare Mahabharata with the Himalayas and oceans.As oceans
and the Himalayas contain countless precious things, Mahabharata also
similarly contains countless valuable ideas.

Mahabharata has 18 parvas (divisions) and 2019 adhyayas (chapters/sub-
divisions). Harivamsha, which is an extension of Mahabharata, is reckoned as
the 19th parva. These parvas are unequal in distribution of verses. Shanti parva
containing approximately 14000 verses is the longest parva . Except
Mahaprasthanikaparva (containing 312 verses) and Svargarohanaparva, all other
parvas are divided into chapters.

Names of parvas and their brief introduction:

1. AdiParva - Protection of clan by Kuru clans grandfather Bhishma, birth
and nurturing of Dhritarashtra, Pandu and Vidura, congenitally blind
Drutharashtra begetting 100 sons through Gandhari, Pandu begetting 5
sons through Kunti and Madri.

2. Sabhaparva - Dyootakreeda (gambling) between Pandavas and Kauravas
in Hastinapura, Pandvas losing the gamble and going to forests.

3. VanaParva - Pandavas 12-year forest stay, sub-stories like
Nalopaakhyana, Kiraataarjuneeya.

4. VirataParva - Pandavas spending 1 year incognito in Virata's kingdom,
slaying of Keechaka, Adventures of Gograhanam (cow capture).

5. UdyogaParva - Preparations for war between Kauravas and Pandavas.
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6. BheeshmaParva - Choosing of Commanders-in-chief of war-ready
Kaurava and Pandavas’ armies, Bheeshma's crowning as C-I-C of
Kaurava army, Bheeshma's defeat and his waiting for death on a bed
made of arrows.

7. DronaParva - Drona becoming C-I-C after Bhishma’s fall,
Drustadyumna’s killing of Drona.

8. KarnaParva - Karna leading the demotivated Kaurava army, Arjuna's
slaying of Karna.

9. ShalyaParva - Shalya becoming C-I-C, Final moments of war, Bhima
killing Duryodhana in gadayuddha (mace fight), Kaurava army getting
reduced to just 3 members.

10.SowptikaParva - Remaining 3 kauravas destroying all Pandava army,
excluding PanchaPandavas, during the night.

11.StreeParva - Gandhari and other women folk experiencing grief and
weeping in front of huge heaps of Kaurava corpses.

12.Shanti Parva - Yudbhistra's crowning, Bheeshma's lectures, Vishnu-
Sahasra-Nama.

13.Anushasanaparva - Continuation of Bheeshma's teachings, passing away
of Bheeshma.

14.AshvamedhikaParva - Triumphant Yudhistira performing
AshwamedhaYaaga.

15.AshramavaasikaParva - Dhrutharaashtra, Gandhari and Kunti retiring to
forests, getting killed in forest fire and attaining svarga (heaven).

16.MowsalaParva - Krishna and Balarama returning to their heavenly
abodes, Dwarka getting submerged under sea, internal quarrel in Yadava
clan leading to the destruction of the entire Yadava clan.

17.MahaprasthanikaParva - Detached Yudhistira quitting the throne and
along with his 4 brothers and Draupadi going towards mount Meru with
intention of going into heaven.

18.SvargarohanaParva - Pandavas along with Draupadi getting into heaven.
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Sri Vedavyasa

Sri Vedavyasa is the repository of infinite knowledge. Mahabharata is a
miniature form of that infinite knowledge. Even Brihaspati can’t fully
comprehend it. Mahabharata is a touchstone for Bramhanaspati’s knowledge.
Every Veda mantra has 3 meanings whereas every verse in Mahabharata has 10
meanings. 1000 names of Vishnu (Vishnu-Sahasra-nama), which is a part of
Mahabharata, has 100 meanings for every word. Mahabharata has many
meanings and other wonderful attributes, which can’t be completely grasped by
even gods like Sesha (serpent god). Though many know Mahabharata, there is a
lot yet to be understood and explored. Mahabharata, comprising many indirect
meanings, is an ocean of spiritual knowledge, which are not accessible even to
gods, let alone humans. All gods read Mahabharata in front of Vedavyasa. They
declared that Mahabharata is a great work, is the essence of all shastras
(scriptures) and an ocean of deep meanings. Mahabharata, which is greater than
all shastras put together, is called Jaya. Even knowledge of the definition of the
word Mahabharata, cleanses all sins. Sri Vyasa himself declares in AdiParva as:
Jaya-named epic penned by Vedavyasa, exceeds even vedas and is known as
Panchama-Veda (5th Veda). It is called Mahabharata because of its greatness
and vastness. Even knowing the etymology of the word Mahabharata frees one
from all sins.

Listening to the prayers of Brahma, Rudra and other gods, who were moved by
the plight of the people who were confused and suffering because of not getting
right knowledge, Vedavyasa incarnated to spread the light of knowledge. Then,
he wrote Mahabharata containing:

Means of getting/removing what is desired/undesired

Meaning of Vedas

Means to give deliverance to people who are caught in the vicious cycle

of samsara (unending cycles of birth and death) owing to they being

unqualified to study Vedas

Things that are not in Vedas and Upanishads

Knowledge of the God that can be understood by every being

The knowledge of ultimate and non-ultimate causes liberation from bondage.

Due to absence of this knowledge, good people in the world are in a sorrowful
state. Lord Narayana was requested to bestow knowledge which can liberate
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from the ocean of sorrow. Sri Vedavyasa’savatara (incarnation) happened
precisely to give that knowledge. No one apart from Him can do it. Its ultimate
goal was realised with the composition of Mahabharata. According to
Vedavyasa, Mahabharata is also a kavya (work of literature). Kavi (poet) means
Jnani (all-knowing /omniscient). Jnani means, unlike VValmiki and other rishis,
should be all-knowing all the time. Sri Vedavyasa is the poet whose knowledge
1s unique, infinite,includes His and every one’s knowledge and every kind of
knowledge about everything. This Mahabharata is the magnum opus of Sri
Vedavyasa. No one else can write it. It has been mentioned in Pancharatra,
Vaayu-prokta-bharata and Vishnu-purana - “Know that Vedavyasa is none other
than Lord Narayanahimself and who else can write Mahabharata apart from
Him?”.

Other poets are incapable of describing Mahabharata in full. There is nothing
that has not been mentioned here. Without the Sun called Mahabharata, the
entire World would have been submerged in pitch darkness of A-jnana (no
knowledge). Without this light people will become blind, deaf and dumb.There
is no other book which can equal Mahabharata with respect to size, meaning,
critical thinking and content. This work has wealth of economics, constitution
for Dharma sastra, Moksha (Liberation) who yearn for it, Raja dharma (duties
of king), Essence of the Vedas for brahmanas, a mine for yogis interested in
ultimate reality. Without Mahabharata, earth dwellers like us can’t uplift
ourselves to heaven. It is equivalent to Veda for anadhikaarins (un-qualified).
For Adhikarins (qualified) it is the ocean of meanings of the Vedas. Hence it is
also known as “Kaarshnyaveda”. There is no deception here; it contains the
essence of all scriptures and branches of knowledge. The saying that
Mahabharata has everything that is there in the world is not an exaggeration.
Thus Vedavyasa wrote Mahabharata.

Composing and transcribing of Mahabharata:

Like Ramayana, Lord Brahma appeared before Vedavyasa and requested him to
write Mahabharata. Then Vedavyasa asked if a suitable scribe is available in the
world. Brahma suggests Lord Ganesha. Mahabharata is the result of
collaboration between Vedavyasa and Ganesha.
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Mahabharata’s time:

Many research scholars have discussed the time of Mahabharata's writing. If
one can determine the war period that will be the lower bound for the date of
Mahabharata's writing.AdiParva mentions that Mahabharata war happened in
the final stages of Dwaparayuga and initial stages of Kaliyuga. There is a
difference of opinion among scholars regarding this. Duration between 3101 BC
and 1830 BC is suggested. In summary, it can be said that after a long time after
the Mahabharata war, the entire Mahabharata was composed.

Purusharthas in Mahabharata
Dharma (right conduct and duties), Artha (wealth), Kama (desire) and Moksha
(liberation from samsara). This quartet is called purushartha-chatushtaya.

Dharma:

There are many references in scriptures which declare the greatness of human
birth. One gets human birth only if one has earned a lot of punya (merit).
Purpose of human birth is served only if one follows dharma. Therefore for
human beings, following dharma is the root and moksha is the fruit.
“Dharmorakshatirakshitaha” (Dharma protects one who protects it) emphases
this point.

Artha:

Artha means money earned according to their vocation/profession. This artha is
wealth in the form of movable and immovable, comprising cash,grain,land,
cattle etc., Mahabharata proposes Artha-neeti aligned with dharma. Commerce
Is also one of the wealth earning means. There are many references to
commerce in Rigveda.

Shanti Parva of Mahabharata contains introductory information related to
commerce. While replying to Rajadharma related questions asked by
Yudhistira, Bheeshmacharya extensively delves into treasury and wealth that
needs to be earned for it. According to Bheeshma, treasury needs to be filled up
by tax-levies. Like bees extract nectar without harming the flower, a King
should tax his subjects minimally.
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A king should protect his finances with all measures as finance is very
important for the king and he should spare no efforts to make his treasury richer.

Just getting resources alone is not important as per artha-neeti but the way it is
spent is also equally important. Mahabharata itself tells us that universally
accepted principles of space-time-eligibility (desha-kala-paatrataa) are quite
important in determining proper use of resources.

Mahabharata’s Shanti-parva tells that nothing can happen in life without
resources.Like water flows from mountains,all activities flow from resources.
Dharma, artha and svarga all flow from resources.

Nothing can be possible in life without resources.

Thus the importance of resources has been emphasised in Mahabharata. Verses
related to text have been compiled below. With proper study of the ideas
contained in Mahabharata, it is hoped that solutions can be found to
contemporary problems. Efforts will be considered successful if both teachers
and students assimilate and imbibe the concepts mentioned here.

Artha-neeti in Mahabharata

Human life is considered an instrument for the upliftment of soul. Out of 84
lakh species humans are the greatest. Food, sleep, fear and sex are common to
all living beings. But God has specially created discriminating ability (viveka)
and endowed humans with it. Therefore if a human-being with viveka, doesn’t
achieve purusharthas in his life-time then this human life is wasted. Reaching
the targets of Dharma, Artha, Kama and Moksha is the foremost objective of
human birth. First purushartha, Dharma helps in determining means to achieve
our undertakings. Artha and Kama help humans to manage desires, expectations
and means to earn resources. Artha and Kama obtained in a dharmic way help
realize ultimate purusharthaviz Moksha. Therefore for obtaining moksha, rules
and regulations related to second purusharthaare very important. The science
that deals about these rules and regulations is “Artha-Sastra”. Countries and
states' position depends on financial situations. Mahabharata extensively deals
with such things. There are many sayings which emphasize Artha. Hence the
king or government should be very careful regarding sources of income,
taxation policies, essential resources, treasury-enhancing techniques,
distribution and usage etc., which are part of broader politics. Mahabharata has
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described all of them in heart-touching fashion. These are useful and relevant
across times and geographies.

1. A king should be always engaged in filling his coffers. In justice and
administration he should be like Dharmaraja and in resource mobilization
he should be like Kubera. He should be well aware of dasavarga-s which
are responsible for his existence, growth and waning.

2. O’ Son of Kuru!! A wise king, in order to protect his subjects, should tax
1/6th of their income.

3. No one will engage in any activity whose fruits are not commensurate
with the efforts. Hence, a person engaged in agriculture and commerce as
well as a king should receive adequate profits for their work. A king
should carefully observe and understand such activities and then tax them
accordingly.

4. A king should not decimate himself without receiving taxes. At the same
time he should not be greedy to the extent that income resources
belonging to the people engaged in agriculture and commerce are
destroyed. He should close the doors of greed and levy tax in an
appropriate manner. People love this kind of a king. They hate the king
who taxes them heavily.

5. O’Yudhistira!! A calf that has consumed adequate milk is capable of
taking a heavy load. If one extracts all the milk from the cow without
even leaving something for the calf, then calf becomes useless.

6. Forts to protect cities, salaries of army and workers, money spent on
avoiding war fear and money needed for safety and security of the public
should be published and brought to the attention of the rich and then
taxed.

7. In case if a king torments traders by taxing heavily in utter disregard to
their profitability, they might suffer. Therefore one should deal with
traders smoothly.

8. O’Yudhistira!!'Kings should ensure that traders are able to move freely
within as well as outside of the country. Ensuring this is of the highest
priority for the king.

9. Just like honey bees extract nectar without harming flowers and cow
caretakers extract milk harming neither the interest of cow nor that of the
calf, the king should create facilities for the public and then tax them.
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10.Just as a leech sucks blood from a person without him being aware of it,
the king should tax his subjects in such a way that they should not feel
burdened. Like a tigress carrying cubs holding them with her teeth
without harming them, the king should collect taxes without creating
problems for his subjects.

11.Like a rat with sharp teeth biting the human leg (without causing much
pain), the king should collect taxes with fine techniques.

12.Initially the king should be satisfied by taxing light. With time he can
increase taxes slowly.

13.As weight is steadily increased on load bearing animals (eg bullocks),
King should increase taxes in stages.

14.1f one ties the rope of high taxes around the neck of the people, they will
not survive. They can't be bent in one go. So taxes have to be increased
slowly.

15.All should not be taxed right at the start. It should be collected from
important persons and others will gradually emulate them.

16.Without a reason one should not tax and it should not be ill-timed.
Depending on the exigency, public should be explained the reasons to
their satisfaction and then taxes are to be levied according to the rules.

17.1 am suggesting good techniques of tax collection. But it doesn’t mean
people are to be deceived. Even horses get angry, if we try to mount them
without a plan and technique.

18.During bad times, the one who has not stocked money and grains will
beg. They should be helped with empathy.

19.1f a tax collection officer appointed by the king is collecting more tax
than necessary, then such officers should be punished.

20.1f people involved in agriculture, animal husbandry and commerce face
problems because of thieves and robbers, the king who doesn’t provide
appropriate protection to those harassed people, becomes blame-worthy.

21.1 hope that traders buying low and high priced goods,and trying to
transport those purchased goods through forests are not being crushed
under the weight of taxes in your nation.

22.1 hope that no farmer is leaving your country because of persecution by
the officers. If farmers are leaving your country then it is a danger sign as
farmers bear the weight of the king.

23.Through grains given by farmers, gods, manes, humans, snakes,
daemons, animals and birds sustain their lives.
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24.There should be one office in-charge of a single village. There should be
another for ten villages. Similarly there should be one officer each for 20,
100 and 1000 villages.

25.At each level, officers should retain a certain portion of revenue collected
and send the remaining to higher level officers, which will ultimately
reach the king.

26.0fficers controlling 100 villages are eligible to receive complete revenue
collected from a single village. Like this, a bountiful state should be
protected by multiple officers.

27.0fficers controlling 1000 villages are eligible to receive revenue
collected in satellite cities. He can enjoy things that are available in those
cities along with other officers related to King.

28.Every city should have an officer who is a comprehensive thinker. He
should be the top most official and be accessible to and closely
monitoring other members.

29.Spies should report the activities of members to this top most official.
Generally speaking, officers involved in protection of people (policing)
are of violent nature. Such officers may often be inclined to indulge in
sinful activities, stealing others wealth and deception. Top most officers
should protect people from such officers.

30.0ne should tax traders after carefully reviewing expenditure incurred on
procuring and selling goods.

31.0ne should carefully determine expenditure incurred on production,
profit obtained after selling them, categorize products according to the
quality and then levy taxes.

32.0ne should not tax every product at the same rate. Lower taxes for low
income people and higher taxes for high-income people should be levied.
King should take care that people are not crushed under the weight of
taxes.

33.King alone can’t single handedly discharge all his duties. He should
appoint competent officers and make sure that they discharge duties in an
honest manner. Such a king will enjoy the kingdom for a long time.

34.People choose and respect the King who is a giver, a distributor of all
essential goods to everyone, soft-natured with pure conduct and who
doesn’t act in any way against the interests of the people even under
trying circumstances.

35.People respect a seeker who is receptive to good ideas without prejudice.
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36.People reject the king who listens to friends, who has financial benefits in
mind, who is always absent-minded, who rejects the path of the wise,
who doesn’t follow the tradition and customs while dealing with defeated
Kings.

37.A king is considered firm-rooted if the country is bountiful, has people
who love and think about the welfare of the king and where there are
ministers who are satisfied with salary and perks.

38.A king is considered firm-rooted, if city and village dwellers display
compassion towards all living beings and are rich in grains and money.
39.A country will prosper whose king is compassionate towards all beings
and his majesty, magnificence and indulgence are increasing day-by-day,
all undertakings and works are getting implemented in an expeditious
manner and where there is constant alertness with respect to self defence.

40.A king should spend money recovered from criminals for public welfare
and not for his personal use. Milk obtained from cattle confiscated from
cattle-thieves should be given to wise and pious men. Bullocks should be
employed to pull the carts carrying wise brahmins. One can also forgive
criminals and return all the things confiscated from them.

41.0ne who wishes ascendency and prosperity should shun weariness,
excessive sleep, fear, anger, laziness and procrastination.

42.0ne should not be indifferent even for a moment when it comes to cows,
service, agriculture, family, learning and company. Or else they could get
destroyed.

43.The following six physical qualities and ways of conduct bring
happiness- health, being debt-free, non-travelling, company of good
people, dedication to one's own duty and fearless living.

44.0ne should eat what is fit for consumption; consumed stuff should get
digested completely and should cause goodness (to body and mind). One
who expects pleasure and prosperity should always wish for such things.

45.0ne who plucks and eats unripened and raw stuff from trees can’t savour
the taste of well ripened fruit. He can't obtain good seeds from them.

46.0ne who plucks and eats ripened fruit gets to savour juice of the fruit and
he will get good quality seeds which inturn can give such fruits.

47.Similar to honey bees extracting honey from flowers without damaging
them, kings should get taxes without breaking the backs of people.
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48.0ne should carefully weigh the consequences of doing and not doing an
activity. One should do it only if that is beneficial to himself and people.
Or else it should be abandoned.

49.0ne should not try for impossible things. One should never attempt for
the things that can’t be obtained as all efforts towards obtaining non-
available things are wasted.

50.A king should always be like a tree either with flowers without fruit or
with fruits that are easily reachable. A fruit that looks ripened but not
ripe, is not destroyed.

51.In the way a garland maker carefully plucks flowers without damaging
the tree, King should collect taxes without causing problems to people.
Or else it will result in total destruction like cutting trees to sell charcoal.

52.0’ son of Kuru!!! A wise king collects 1/6th as tax from the people for
their welfare.

53.King should not be overly religious or deceptive. He should be of normal
disposition and collect resources.

54.A king should develop his finances like collecting water for a waterless
area. He should protect people when natural calamities strike. This is the
foremost duty of the king.

55.A king should protect finances by all means as finance is the important
basis for kings. Therefore finances are needed to be developed.

56.0’King ! This is karma bhoomi. Hence vaarta (agriculture, animal
husbandry and aligned trades) is important.

57.Money collected from people for difficult days should be carefully
nurtured and multiplied by the king (should be used when faced with
difficult times). As the development of the nation is dependent on
finances, one should think that these needed finances are in everyone's
home (in trying times wealth in the homes of people is helpful to protect
the nation).

58.A king should honour the rich of his country with food, drinks and
clothes. He should request them to join forces with him for the welfare of
the people.

59.A king should pacify important people first. Then according to the needs,
others need to be pacified. He should manage agriculture, animal
husbandry, commerce etc well.
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60.0ne should consider expenditure in making goods, profit obtained after
selling them, categorizing the produced goods according to the quality
(high, medium and low) and they levy taxes on products and producers.

61.0’Yudhistira! Tax should be levied according to the circumstances and
situations of the people. One should take care so that people are not
crushed under the weight of taxes.
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